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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

DIRECTOES OE CONVICT PRISONS 

IN IRELAND, 

UNDER 17 & 18 VIC., CAP. 76. 



TO THE RIGHT HON. EDWARD HOESMAN, M.P., 
OHIEE SEORETART FOR IRELAND. 



Government Prisons’ Office, DaWin Oastle, 

Marcl), 1857. 

SlE, 

In nccordance with the provisions of the Act 17 & 

18 Viet., cap. 76, we beg to submit our Annual Eeport 
on the state of the Convict Prisons in Ireland for 1856. 

The ordinary reports of the Governors, Chaplains, 

Medical Officers, and Schoolmasters, are appended in 
the usual manner. 

Accommodation. 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Aocommoda- 
Prisons on the 1st January, 1857, may be estimated as*'°“' 
amounting to 3,486. 



Goveritment Pkisohs. 

Males. Pemales. Total. 

Number in custody on tlie 1st January, 1857, 1,971 643 2,614 

Accommodation on 1st January, 1857, . 2,750 736 3,486 

OoOTir AND City Gaols. 

Males, i'emales. Total. 

Number in custody on 1st January, 1857, . 25 137 162 

Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 2,776. 



Numbee oe Convicts Sentenced dveino the Yeie 1856. 

Penal Seevitude. 

2 4 years, 

32 6 years and above 4, 

16 10 years and above 6, 

Life. . . . . 



Teanspoetation. 
10 years (passed in error) 
14 and 15 years, 

Life, .... 



Total, . . . 50 i Total, 

Gross Total of Convicts sentenced in Ireland in 1856, 



271 

48 

18 

2 

339 



389 



Note. — A nnmber of male and female convicts were, on the 1st 
January, 1857, in the course of removal to the Convict Establishments. 
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100 
74i . 
U 
349* 

Total, . 1,207 

Employment. 

Oonviots? _ The male convicts have been emplo 3 '’ed as follows 

At Spike Island on works’ under the Royal Engineer 
Department connected with the fortifications at that 
station (masonry, earthwork, quarrying, &c., &c.) and 
under the same department at Forts Camden and Car- 
hsle, at the entrance to the Harbour, and at Queens- 
town ; also at Haulbowline, under the Naval Depart- 
inent, and in various works requisite for the repams &c 
of the prison buildings at Spike Island. ’ ’’ 

, hilipstown a j)ortion of the convicts confined 
there have been employed in new buildings and altera- 
tions necessary towards the completion of that invalid 
establishment. 

vforks that may he called 
rublic Works, in which the convicts have been em- 
ployed during the past year. The completion, now 
nearly effected, of iron huts at Forts Camden and Car- 

1 einployment of a considerable 

additional number of able-bodied convicts at those sta- 
tions during the present year ; and it is intended also 
to employ a small number (probably under 100), ac- 
commodated in similar huts at Lusk Common, in pre- 
paiing the site, &c., for the Juvenile Prison authorized 
to be there erected. 

It is very desirable that some means should be 
adopted of measuring and. recording the amount of 
labour performed by the convicts on the Public Works; 

lyfc there is considerable difficulty in devising any accu- 
rate mode of accomplishing this object, so much of the 
labour is expended in hauling carts at Spike Island, and 
° A^+ ion? capable of being accurately measured. 

_ iinipstown the purchase of some land adjoining 
le prison, which has been authorized, and is likely soon 
0 e completed, will afford additional means of employ- 

* 3?iT0 of tliese Boences Iiaye been subsequently reyolced. 



Disposal of Convicts. 

' CoSL"* Eemored to Bermuda, per ship “ Norman Morrison,” . 

Discharged unconditionally, » • . . , 

Ditto on petition, sentences having been commuted 
Released on “ Orders of Licence,” ... ^ * 
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ment iu its cultivation, &c., for a class of convicts not 
altogether suited for heavy labour on the Public Works. 

At the other Convict Prisons, and partly at the above 
establishments, the remaining convicts have been em- 
ployed at suitable in-door trades, such as weaving, shoe- 
making, tailoring, &c., and in washing clothes, cooking 
baking, cleaning, &c., for the diiferent prisons. 

Towards the latter part of the year it was considered 
both convenient and advantageous in point of economy 
to withdraw from Spike Island all in-door tradesmen, 
such as tailors, shoemakers, &c., except a sufficient 
number to carry on the requisite repairs of clothing 
&c., for that prison, and thus to make the station, as 
far as possible, one exclusively for able-bodied convicts 
capable of effective labour upon Public Works. 

The tradesmen wlio were invalids, or had passed 
through the usual stage oi separate confinement, have 
thus been collected at Philipstown, where the manufac- 
turing can be carried on with better effect, from being 
all under tlie supervision of officers duly qualified to 
instruct the prisoners and to regulate their work. 

Generally speaking, the industry of the convicts has 
been very satisfactory, especially of those in the inter- 
mediate stages at Smithfield and at Forts Camden and 
Carlisle. The record of industry being knoTO to effect 
their progress hi the advantages of classification, has been 
a constant stimulus, which W'e hope will become still 
more powerful with the men now under sentence of 
penal servitude, when we are enabled to place before 
them some more tangible rewai'd than is afforded by the 
mere increase of earnings consequent on their attaining 
higher classification. 

At Philipstown the movable iron prison for the ac- Additions, 
commodation of 250 prisoners in separate sleeping cells, 
has been completed and occupied, and promises to work 
s^isfactorily.' The alterations iu the old gaol have been 
effected, chiefly by convict labour, and excellent cellu- 
lar accommodation has thus been obtained in an old 
building previously unsuited from its inconvenient inter- 
nal ai^rangeinents, for either the satisfactory separation 
of prisoners or any sufficient supervision of them in a 
state of association. 

A large cook-house, laundry, and bakery have been 
constructed (in brickwork) at this station, and nearly 
completed, entirely by convict labour; and various alter. 

B 2 
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ations and improvements effected in yards, workshops 
&c., connected with the prison. ’ 

At Forts Camden and Carlisle six movable iron huts 
each capable of containing 50 prisoners, have been erected 
by contract labour under theBoardof Works, and are now 
nearly completed, and will accommodate, if required 200 
additional convicts at the former, and 100 at the latter 
station. , 

At Lusk Common two movable iron huts have also 
been erected by contract under the Board of Works 
capable of accommodating about 100 men (50 in each), 
whom, as already mentioned, it is intended to employ 
there in preparations for the site of the new Juvenile 
Prison. 

Mouiajoy At Mountjoy Prison a very effective alteration has 
been made in the part of the establishment hitherto 
' used as the chapel, by which a schoolroom of equal area 
with the floor of the chapel has been obtained, without 
diminishing the accommodation of the latter. This work 
(which is nearly completed), has been executed under 
the Board of Works ; and the object has been attained 
by removing the enclosed seats, which rose in successive 
tiers, and throwing a floor across, thus dividmg the 
building into two stories. 

SS'"' Some alterations were necessary to fit Newgate Prison 
for the reception of female convicts (it being no longer 
required for males), but they have not been to any great 
extent, aiid are now completed. 

g* Female The woi'lcs at Cork Female Prison have been confined 
(as the establishment is merely a temporary one) to pro- 
viding suitable chapel accommodation for the prisoners, 
both Protestant and Roman Catholic, the improvement 
of the sewerage, and such repairs as were found to be 
absolutely necessary with reference to the probable term 
of its occupation. 

ftfsoMrif conduct of the prisoners generally is shown, by 

the diminished number of offences committed by pri- 
soners on the public works, to have considerably im- 
proved as compared with previous years. It is satis- 
factory to know that this dhninution has not aiisen from 
any practice, on the part of the subordinate officers, of 
overlooking or not reporting offences. The rules re- 
quire that “ no officer or servant, on any pretence what- 
“ soever, through favour or mistaken notions of kindness, 
“ shall fail to make an immediate report to the Governor 
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“ of any misconduct or wilful disobedience of the prison 
“ regulations and it is only by a strict enforcement 
of this regulation that any steady system of combined 
rewards and punishments can be thoroughly carried out. 

There have been, unhappily, some isolated instances 
of violent and revengeful assaults by convicts on prison 
officers and fellow-prisoners during the past twelve 
months ; one of which, at Spike Island, in the month of 
September, terminated fatally for the officer assaulted. 

In this case several prisoners were ascertained to be 
implicated with the convict accused of strikmg the fatal 
blow, and have been committed for trial at the next 
Assizes, for the murder, Avhich appears to have been de- 
liberate, and prompted by revenge. In this case the 
Lords of the Treasury have sanctioned the grant of an 
annuity to the widow of the deceased prison officer. 

Few of the other cases of assault appear to have ori- 
ginated in any combination of even a small number of 
prisoners, while in many of them effective assistance has 
been rendered by other convicts to the officer attacked. 

The progressive classification and consequent attain- 
ment of higher rates of gratuity and other advantages, 
according to conduct and industry, recorded and denoted 
by the established badges, continue in general to have 
an excellent effect ; and we hope to be authorized to 
bring the system into more direct application to the 
cases of penal servitude prisoners during the present 
year. Hitherto, the fixed period of duration of sentences 
of this class of prisoners has placed them in a different 
position from tlieir fello'sv-prisoners under sentence of 
transportation, and the actual reward attainable by 
them has been limited to the prospect of acquiring a 
large amount of gratuity or earnings at the termination 
of their sentence. When, from misconduct, this hope 
is lost to them, the badge becomes of little value in 
their eyes, and the fear of present punishment their 
only remaining motive of conduct. 

The more strict enforcement of discipline has led to Discipline, 
the collection at Mountjoy Prison of a number of badly 
conducted prisoners returned to separate confinement 
as having proved themselves unfit for association at 
Spike Island and Phihpstown ; and this class of convicts 
(denominated the Penal Class in the former prison) has 
been the cause of some trouble to the authorities, from 
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their recklessness and unsubmissiveness to discipline. It 
is actually necessary to have recourse to this means of 
pi eventing the evil example of such characters from pro 
ducing serious bad effects among the convicts associated 
on public works, while at the same time the delinquent 
is visited with a severe puiiishnient, and given the op- 
portunity of reflection on the consequences brought on 
himself by his misconduct; on tlie whole, however there 
has been reason for satisfaction at the number of pri- 
soners of this troublesome description not beuio- oTeater 
than it has proved to be. “ ° 

. It has been necessary during the year to discharge se- 
offloere. verai o&cers from the convict service, as havino- proved 
themselves unfitted for the arduous and resbonsible 
duties of prison officers. This is to be expected in a ser- 
Vice in 'whicli the c[ualiiications are to a certain extent 
pecuhar, and in which, _ therefore, it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to decide, without actual experience (what- 
ever may have been a man’s antecedents), whether he 
wiU eventually become fit for the duties. An extraor- 
dniaiy degree of intelligence is not absolutely necessary 
in a discipline officer of a convict prison ; but good 
temper and a fair degree of discretion, combined with 
strict moral habits and quiet firmness of character,' are 
qualifications without which he cannot succeed in the 
discharge of his duties; and as the want of them is sure 
sooner or later, to bring discredit on any person in- 
trusted with the charge of convicts, as well as iniury to 
the service itself, it becomes actually necessary not to 
OTCrlook such deficiencies, whatever good quahties may 
othCTwise be possessed by a person whose fitness for such 
duties IS under consideration. 

It gives us great satisfaction to report, that the 
general body of officers in the different prisons have 
steadily persevered in a zealous and efficient discharge 
ot their duties, and supported our efforts to establish a 
just and fair course of discipline, and a conviction in the 
mm ot the prisoners that their own advantage and 
improvement is cared for as well as the infliction of the 
punishment awarded by their sentence 
& endeavoured, during the past year, to carry 

out the system approved by the Government, as well as 
our imperfect accommodation in the temporary female 
convict depots of Cork and Grangegorman would permit. 
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In Grangegorman, tie limited number of cells (76) Gangegoi 
prevents separation being carried out to the extent that 
would be desirable. This very serious defect is, how- 
ever, remedied as far as possible by a judicious classifi- 
cation of the convicts, as well as by the allocation of 
Newgate Prison, now no longer required for male con- AWgate. 
victs, and containing cellular accommodation for 62, as 
an auxiliary to Grangegorman; within the past few days, 
newly convicted prisoners have been moved from the 
county gaols to this depot, and placed under the charge 
of a principal Matron ; they will be here detained in 
strict sepai'ation, and as we anticipate with the most 
satisfactory results. 

The accommodation at Cork Temporary Female Con- Cork, 
vict Depot being more extensive, we have there been 
better able to carry out the principles of separation and 
classification ; we hope, however, in the course of another 
year to occupy the new female prison at Mountjoy, and 
establish a more perfect and uniform course of discipline. 

During the four months’ separation to which all newly 
convicted female prisoners are submitted after their 
arrival at the depot, it is the duty of the Chaplains, 
Schoolmistresses, and all officers, to endeavour to awaken 
right feelings in their minds, and inculcate habits of self- 
control. After the probationary period, prisoners are 
employed in industrial works, and at school in classes, 
and are promoted according to merit. The system 
of badges and gratuities, as fuUy explained in our 
Report for 1855, still continues to be a powerful in- 
centive to good, and is appreciated by both officers and 
prisoner’s. 

The schools are now aU under the care of teachers sehoou. 
trained by the Natioiral Board of Education, and continue 
to produce very satisfactory effects ; the same desme to 
learn is evinced by the prisoners, and active zeal to im- 
part instruction by the Schoolmistresses. On this sub- 
ject the Superintendent of Cork says: — ^“The prisoners 
“ arrive in the prison in the great majority of cases 
“ grossly ignorant, but already many can read and write 
“ fairly; and some who on entering did not know the 
“ alphabet, are now capable of acting as monitr esses; some 
“ who entered four months since, entirely ignorant, have 
“ by their orvn efforts in the probationary cells, brought 
“ themselves on to spelling and reading.” 
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_TMs is corroborated by tbe Chaplains and School- 
mistresses, who testify to the undeviating attention of 
the prisoners during school hours, and the anxiety 
of both old and young to learn. We also have the tei 
timony of our Chaplains to the good eiFects of the moral 
mid religious training to which the iirisoners are sub- 
jected. 

Mrs. Rawlins, the Superintendent of Grangegonnan 
reports the satisfactory conduct of the convicts while in 
prison, and on reference to those sent to the refuges she 
states: — “Of those sent to the reformatories, the most 
“ satisfactory accounts have been received of their good 
“ conduct and industry. From thence many have been 
“ placed in situations where they are respectably and 
“ honestly earning their livelihood ; others have been 
“ sent home to friends willing to receive them, and no ' 
“ instance has occurred to my knowledge of any of them 
“ going astray.” 

todlSrgcd last Annual Report, we stated our opinion that 

cr^'ol. facilities must he afforded for the gradual absorption into 
the community of the well-disposed, considering that 
respectable persons would object to receive as domestic 
servants females discharged from prison without a 
stronger guarantee and proof of their real and permanent 
reformation than would be afforded by a prison character, 
or by a Government institution, which, however well 
managed, could only answer as a refuge, and would pro- 
bably never be trusted by employers as a sufficient gua- 
rantee by which female convicts might be safely brought 
back into society. The public mind resumes reformation 
to be tested, and must feel satisfied ivith the efficiency 
of the test. The individual must be released from com- 
pulsory discipline and allowed sufficient liberty of action 
to show what change has been effected in her character. 
For this reason we proposed that female convicts whose 
conduct had been satisfactory, should be drafted into 
existing private charitable institutions, supported by 
voluntary subscription, where the dis2Dosition of each 
inmate would be studied, and the certificate of character, 
founded on that study, considered sufficiently satisfactory 
to obtain her emplojmient; the prisoners in all such 
institnifions to be under the sujiervision and inspection 
of the Directors of Convict Prisons. 

The existing charitable institutions of Dublin were so 
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crowded, that we found great delay and difficulty in pro- 
curing accommodation for the numbers eligible. The 
Lady Patronesses of the Protestant Refuges on Harcourt- 
road, Dublin, and Blackrock-road, Cork, kindly seconded 
our views, by taking the Church of England and Pres- 
byterian convicts, some of whom are now in respectable 
situations as servants ; but the great majority being 
Roman Catholics, we found much difficulty in obtaining 
admission for them in the already cro-wcled asylums of 
Dublin. The Ladies of the Refuge of Mercy, Golden- 
bridge, felt themselves justified to take at first a limited 
number; but when the successful result of their exertions 
became evident, they decided on devoting the entire 
accommodation at their disposal for the promotion of 
the object we have in view, and have recently made 
additions to their institution. The lady managers en- 
deavour to procure situations, or otherwise provide for 
the inmates, and as yet have been most successful in so 
doing, those who have passed through the establishment 
having either been reconciled to their friends (if respect- 
able) through their intervention, or placed in situations 
as sez'vants when their conduct justified their recom- 
mendation ; 52 women have been placed in refuges 
dui’ing the past year, and from thence 30 have been 
absorbed into the community, and in no case has the 
slightest suspicion attached to the character of any since 
their release; some have obtained a respectable position, 
as servants, with the good opinion of their employers. 
The residences of all these persons are knozyn, and as they 
are in constant communication with the managers of the 
refuge, and the information positive in all cases, too high 
a value can scarcely be placed on the statistics. Among 
these may be found some who have a long list of former 
convictions, showfing that this fact must not always be 
taken as an indication of irreformability. We are assured 
that there will be no difficulty iu placing the remainder 
in situations to earn an honest livelihood, should expe- 
rience prove the managers to be justified in recommend- 
ing them. They have represented to us the very great 
aid to their reformatory efforts that would accrue 
through the deportation to a colony of convict women on 
licence, in this stage of treatment, and with the results of 
the past year before us, we cannot question the advan- 
tage of such a course both to a colony and this country. 
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The fact of employment having been found for women 
similarly circumstanced here, where there is a surplus of 
labour, and their conducting themselves creditably 
renders it reasonable to suppose that such deportation 
properly managed, might be carried out to the satisfac- 
tion of the colonists. We have therefoi’e recommended 
this course to the considera.tion of the Government 
naming 'Western Australia as a colony that could profit- 
ably absorb female labour. 

The medical department of the service has now been 
we conceive, brought to a satisfactory state. The mor- 
tality amongst the prisoners, principally from consump- 
tion and other scrofulous diseases, which in 1854, before 
the removal of invalids to Philipstown, amounted to 289 
deaths, in a population of 3,701 prisoners, was in 1855 
after the formation of the Invalid Depot at Philipstown’ 
reduced to 149 deaths, in a prison population of 3,147.’ 
The mortality during 1856, has now been further reduced 
to 54 deaths, amongst aU the prisoners, male and female, 
of the Government Prisons, being 1'9 per cent, on the 
entire prison population of 2,852. 

In our first Annual Report in 1855, we stated that all 
convicts before undergoing the separate stage of confine- 
ment in Mouutjoy Prison were medically inspected, and 
that a large number being pronounced unfit for separate 
confinement, were sent d'irectly after to Spike Island ; 
we then expressed a hope that by judicious treatment on 
the part of the Medical Officer, this most necessary and 
deterrent part of the prisoner’s sentence might in most 
cases he undergone without injury to his health. 

W'e are now enabled to report that our wishes re- 
specting separate confinement have been fully carried 
out ; and every prisoner, on conviction, has, during the 
past year, _ undergone a most important part of his 
sentence without injury. The result is attributable to 
the great attention and skill of Dr. Rynd, who so regu- 
bites the treatment by judicious modifications as to ex- 
ercise and other points, as to enable him to report that 
pnsoners leave Mountjoy Separate Prison for the Public 
V V 01 ks Depots in better health and more fit for laboni' 
than Avhen they are first received from the county 
prisons. 

I he health of Mountjoy Prison during the past year 
has been very satisfactory, only three deaths having 
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happened in a prison population averaging 421 convicts. 
On this subject Dr. Eynd says — 

“Every adult prisoner brought here during the past year, sentenced 
to transportation or penal servitude, has been received, vithout a single 
exception, and subjected to the reformatory and separate treatment; 
and what is still more satisfactory, this important extension of the 
operations of the system has been unattended by any deterioration of 
health.” 



The health of Spike Island Depot during the past year Spike Maud 
has generally been good — the small mortality, twelve 
deaths, strongly contrasts with that of former years. 

The new hospital of Philipstown has now been occu- Piiiiipstown 
pied for nearly twelve months, and contains all our in- 
valids. It has been found to answer the purposes for 
which it was intended. Its thorough ventilation and 
medical appliances have contributed much to the im- 
proved health of those placed in it. 

In the beginning of last spring the sanitary condition Cork Priicm. 
of Cork Prison was seriously endangered, by the total 
want of drainage, from the yards and buildings; but by 
speedy attention to this subject, the health of the 
prisoners was preserved. The mortality, seven deaths, 
out of a population of 388 prisoners, is greater than in 
the other depots. This has arisen, according to the 
Medical Officer, from a large number of the prisoners 
having been in a very broken state of health on recep- 
tion from the county prisons. 

We have satisfaction in reporting most favourably of 
the zeal and efficiency with which the Medical Officers 
attached to our prisons have given their exertions to 
produce the veiy satisfactory condition in which their 
branch of the service is now placed. 

We feel it our duty to report that there are prisoners 
in the depots, especially at Philipstown, whose state of 
mind frequently verges on insanity; and although no 
Medical Officer will sign the requisite certificate for their 
removal to a criminal lunatic asylum, they can scarcely 
be considered sane, or responsible for their acts, and are 
certainly not fit subjects for the strict discipline which 
is established hi the Convict Prisons. Such men are 
liable to be irritated by indispensable p>rison restraint, 
until their perverted state of mind leads them to acts of 
violence against their fellow-prisoners and officers placed 
over them; and even, by want of appropriate treatment 
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in an early stage of the disease, ultimately, in some cases 
to become confirmed lunatics.* ’ 

fSk! ^ct of Parliament was passed on the 23rd June 
1856, enabling the Commons ot Puslcto be appropriated 
for the purpose of a Juvenile Penal Eeforrnatory. In 
accordance with the requirements of the Act, many forms 
had to be complied with, and claims adjudicated on 
which has necessarily occupied much time, and prevented 
our being as yet placed in possession of the lands. We 
believe, however, that we shall immediately be in a 
position to occupy the two iron huts already erected on 
the commons with exemplary adult prisoners, in an in- 
termediate stage of imprisonment, who will be employed 
in drainage and other necessary works, preliminary to 
the erection of the buildings. We do not anticipate any 
very ^favo 111 able results from the treatment of juvenile 
convicts, ^until a portion of the Penal-Eeformatory is 
built, which, from its construction and appliances, will 
we hope, give us the means of jiroperly classifying' and 
employing the inmates. The well-conducted, however 
qualified for licence or discharge, are removed to the 
intei mediate stages, to be oetter prepared for their release 
Smithfleid, &C. In our last Report, we stated that Smithfield had 
been appropriated to a class of prisoners proseentino- 
trades, and others, partial invalids, wdio, from length of 
servitude and good conduct, w^ere considered eligible 
for discharge on tickets-of-Kcence ; that in addition to 
that class^ Avell-conducted prisoners, not guiltv of grave 
oiFences, approaching the period of their discliarge, were 
also removed to the same depot ; and that agricultural 
labourers, similarly cu'cumstanccd,w'ere removed to Forts 

* One of our Board, conversant witli medical subjects, is of opinion 
that these cases are referable to a disordered state of the body aetiuff 
on aD ill-regulated mind, untrained to moral restraint over tliouglits 
and action. 5 , and incapable of self-govermneut, Hence yielcliuo- to 
jmpulse.s and impressions generated bj tlie morbid condition of the 
brain, and gradually acquiring an ascendancy which the mind will 
not control. They are generally attributable, when not consequent on 
derangement of the abdominal viscera, or the circulation, to a peculiar 
type ot scrofula, the prevailing disease of convicts, and great cause of 
mortality mongst them, which appears to develop itself not alone in 
the form of pthisis and diseases of the glands and joints, but also, it 
would seem, in many instances by a peculiar tendency to attack the 
cerebral organs, and influence their functions, leading to a perversion 
01 the moral sentiments, the constant obtruding of false ideas and per- 
ceptions on the mind, and exciting to irregular and criminal impulses 
and the commission of crime, often without apparent cause, and against 
the interest of the individual. 
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Camden and Carlisle, at the mouth of Cork Harbour 
for the purpose of being employed on the fortifications! 
We anticipated being better enabled to test their reforma- 
tion and eligibility for release by means of individualiza- 
tion, and that we should also, by special treatment, en- 
gender habits of self-control and self-dependence, and 
thereby more thorough^ prepare convicts for their well- 
doing on discharge. The' experience of the past year has 
evinced that our anticipations have been fully realized, 
and, indeed, far exceeded our expectations, prosecuted, as 
the system has been, under the disadvantage of an insuf- 
ficient course of previous training and discipline on the 
part of the prisoners, and want of experience of the 
officers. A great improvement, in an economical point 
of view, may be expected for the future ; for, although 
the amount of diligence cannot well be exceeded, greater, 
skill will render its application more remunerative. 
During a great portion of the year, a large number of 
officers (who have since retired) were obliged to be re- 
tained on the Smithfield staff, thereby increasing the 
expense, and rendering any calculation of little value 
for future guidance ; the principle, however, of em- 
ploying the officers, as well as the prisoners, at trades, 
will, of course, he an economical one, and we are per- 
suaded will not tend to relax the discipline necessary to 
be maintained in the depot. The regularity and order 
that has prevailed since the establishment of the “ inter- 
mediate stages” has been far greater than could have 
been expected : the fact that 251 convicts have been 
placed in Smithfield depot since its opening, and that 
only five have misconducted themselves at all, and these 
but .slightly, at the commencement of the system 
(although the smallest deviation from a proper coui’sc 
of conduct is carefully noted and checked), is sufficient 
to corroborate what is stated. When it is considered that 
these prisoners are subjected to temptations ^fhich could 
not assail them in an ordinary prison, this is the more 
remarkable. Every opportunity has been taken to 
employ them profitably for the public service, whether 
that employment has been within or without the walls of 
the depot. They have repaired Newgate Prison (situated 
in the middle of the city), and rendered it habitable for 
female convicts ; they havm been employed daily in the 
performance of the duties of messenger, and in no 
single instance have we had reason to complain of 
a convict so employed being irregular, or even late, for 
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the duty he had to perform. There are other means 
■\^'ithiu the walls of the depot, of testing a prisoner’s self- 
control ; he IS allowed a small portion of his earnino-g the 
produce of his industry ; this he may spend ov save 
whicnever he thinks proper : in some cases it is spent in 
adding to the prison fare, or in some articles of dress 
that will be useiul on discharge ;'in others, insaraig, with 
the ulterior view of emigration, when at Hberty? We 
nnd,with few exceptions, that the prisoners do not wish 
to return to localities in which they are likely to find 
their former evil companions ; they prefer a new field of 
labour, _ although prosecuted under some difficulties • that 
held with the young is nearly always a colony. When 
the work of the day is over, instruction is given by 
Mr Organ, the lecturer, who illustrates to the prisoners 
what IS likely to be usehil and profitable in their paths 
of hfc, and rnculcates the importance of their selecting 
new fields of occupation, when, by a free discharge, they 
are at liberty to do so. “ ’ 

Two of the lectures delivered are appended We 
cannot express our sense of the value of Mr. Oro-an’s 
services too highly, his untiring energy and devotimi to 
hi.s duties fully entitle him to the highest commendation 
1 he Superintendent, Registrar, and all the officers 
connected with the establishment have apnlied theni 
selves to the new state of things in a manner Avhich does 

?e ha?et object 

It appears that from Smithfield 55 coimcts have been 
discharged unconditionally, 5nd 112 on licence during 
the past year. Every precaution has been taken to 
ascertain the nature of the employment offered, and, as 

ckroe^ of the prisoners after dis- 

chaige. In eighty-five cases of tickets-of-licence we 
s have positive assurances of well doing, nor have we alv 

Ssrvffiirr conclusion that others besides 

themscTif T misconducting 

themselves. Erom the Forts 241 have been discharo-ed 

on licence and 101 absolutely during the past year “ it 

mSf tickets-oflicericewere issued 

18o6, as yet only 7 have been revoked,* the practice 

in- P“Wio, confound- 
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of revocation pursued in all cases being in accordance 
mth the terms endorsed on the ticket, viz. : — 

“3. To produce a forfeiture of the licence it is by no 
“ means necessary that the bolder should be convicted of 
“ any new offence. If he associates rvith notoriously bad 
“characters, leads an idle and dissolute life, or has no 
“ visible means of obtaining an honest livebhoocl, &c., it 
“ wiO. be assumed that he is about to relapse into crime, 

“ and he will be at once apprehended, and recommitted to 
“ prison under his original sentence.” 

We do not, of course, mean to assume that the re- 
mainder have quitted their evil courses, but merely state 
the fact that their return to them is as yet not reported. 

We think proper to notice the favourable results of the 
reformatory efforts of Mr. Harold, the lecturer, as well 
as the principal warder, and other officers, at the Forts, 
evinced by the good conduct of the prisoners under 
their charge. We beg to call particular attention to 
the statement of the Rev. Mr. Shore (the Protestant 
Chaplain at Smitlrfield), who states that he perceives 
a great difference in the demeanour of twenty-five 
prisoners removed from Fort Camden to that depot for 
a special purpose, confirmatory of our opinion that, if 
men are dealt with in small numbei's, the most favour- 
able results may be anticipated. 

From the experience afforded us in having subjected 
750 male prisoners, during the past year, to an “inter- 
mediate stage of prison treatment,” and the many oppor- 
tunities we have had of judging personally of the effects 
of such treatment, whilst under detention (there having 
been only 7 very slight offences committed by the 750 
men), as well as after the discharge of the convicts, 
upwards of 500 of the 750 having been discharged, and, 
with veryfcw exceptions, shown by their subsequent con- 
duct the value of their special training; we consider 
ourselves justified in concluding that seventy-five per 
cent, of the convicts may be employed in the public 
service at the latter period of their sentences, under less 
restraint than has hitherto been supposed, with great 
advantage to the moral reformation of the prisoner, and, 
at the same time, economy to the public service. 

W e are disposed to place great value on the selection for Deportation, 
deportation of convicts being made from stages of deten- 
tion which will insure their conduct having been satisfac- 
torily tested. We believe that the pursuance of such a 
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course will not only be tlie means of preserving tlie present 
outlet for convicts, but will, in aclclition, act as a stimu- 
lus to good conduct, and further the reformation of the 
prisoner’s. 

Considering it possible that observations may bo made 
to the eft’ect, that as the iirtermediate sy.stem has only 
been tried on a small scale (scarcety valid, however, with 
the above statistic of 750 having been subjected to it), it 
might not succeed when extended, we think it neces- 
sary to call attention to the prrinciple, which is that of 
dealing with men in small numbers, not exceeding 100; 
and to observe that, if one establishment of 100 is sound, 
it is merely the extension of the principle for the mul- 
tiplication of establishments, of 100, provided each is in 
itself sound. There can be no doubt, •^nth this system 
instituted, there are worts enough in the United King- 
dom to occupy the convicts at her disposal. To carry 
out the moral as rvell as the economical results, how- 
ever, it wiU be necessary to give the officers employed 
on the service a special traiiring ; nor need this training 
he long, if a good selection is made of the person to he 
trained. Since Smithfield has been made an interme- 
diate prison, we have attached officers for this purpose 
to attend the lectures, and qualify for taking- charge of 
the prisoners in the iron huts at Lusk; and we are con- 
fident beneficial results -will ensue from the prosecution 
of such a course. 

Gekeral Observations. 

Sjnke Island. 

The general state of this prison, in which the convicts 
are all associated in rooms formerly used as barracks for 
soldiers, is as satisfactory as can be expected under such 
unfiivourable circumstances, and is very creditable to Mr. 
Hay, the Governor and the superior, and other officers 
of the difterent departments of the establishment. 

The Local Inspector, Major Atkins, whose constant 
attendance is of great advantage to the service, and gives 
him great facility for observing the actual state of the 
establishment, reports very favourably of it, and our own 
visits lead us to confirm his report. 

The Chaplains and Schoolmasters report favonrahly of 
the attention of the prisoners generally to the oppor- 
tunities afforded them of moral and religious improve- 
ment and of school instruction. 
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"With. tliG view of, in some degree, remedying the 
acknowledged evils of having convicts in a state of asso- 
ciation at night, and when not employed at labour, we 
have submitted a plan for dividing the rooms, by means 
of corrugated iron partitions and' strong iron wire net- 
ting, into separate sleeping cells for each prisoner, which 
being fixed with screws, may be easily removed when 
necessary, and 2 ^ut up for use in any other apartment. 

The expense has been sanctioned, and we hope to have 
this woi k commenced almost immediately, and executed 
by convict labour. 

This prison has hitherto, also, been under the great 
disadvantage of having very inadequate punishment 
cells, both as regards their number and description; but 
we hope that this serious defect will soon no lono-er 
exist, a plan having been submitted to and approved of 
by the Royal Engineer Department, for building a range 
of punishment cells within the walls of the fortification, 
which ivill hold 30 prisoners; and at a future period’ 
should the fort be occupied by a garrison, will be avail- 
able as a place of confinement for military prisoners. 

Philipstown Prison. 

The completion of the movable iron prison, contain- PhiUp.town 
ing 250 separate sleeping cells, and of the alterations of 
the old debtors’ prison, for the purpose of obtaining 
further cellular accommodation, have afforded great 
facility for improving the discipline and general inter- 
nal arrangements of the establishment, of which the 
Governor, Mr. liogreve, has not failed to avail himself; 
and notwithstanding the difficulty he often experiences 
in dealing with the large number of invalids committed 
to his charge at this station, on account of the mental 
and bodily infirmities of this class of prisoners, the 
prison is in a state that justifies our commendation of 
his zeal, judgment, and attention in the discharge of his 
duties, and of the report which he has received from the 
superior, principal, and subordinate officers of the estab- 
lishment. The religious and moral state of the prisoners 
is favourably noticed by the Chaplains in their several 
reports, _ to rvhich we beg to refer ; and the school 
instruction has made satisfactory progress, under 
improved arrangements, which are fully explained in 
the Schoolmaster’s annexed report. 

The state of the health of the convicts in this invalid 

0 
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establishment is fully described in another portion of 
this Eeport, as -well as in that of the Medical Officer of 
the prison. 

Mountjoy. 

Mountjoy. yYe have but little to add to our last Report on this 
prison. In all cases during the past year prisoners, 
on first conviction, have been subjected to its discipline; 
the permissive modification of the treatnaent, at the dis- 
cretion of Dr. Eynd, rendering this practicable. The 
schoolroom and chapel are almost completed, and will 
be appliances of great assistance in properly traininsr 
the prisoners. 

Juvenile convicts under seventeen years of age are 
still detained here ; and although this prison does not 
afford the requisites that could be desired for their 
proper treatment or suitable employment, its cellular 
accommodation enables them to be retained in separa- 
tion when not at work. 

Newgate Prison. 

New£>t«Pri.0B. This prison has been converted into a depot for 
female convicts. As an associated prison, it was every 
thing that was objectionable ; and it is well that, 
through the diminution of prisoners, we have been 
enabled to abolish it as a male convict prison. By 
making its cells (sixty-two) available for female con- 
victs, pending the erection of the new female prison 
at Mountjoy, we have, we believe, allocated it to the 
remedy of the most pressing requirement, viz., the re- 
moval of female convicts from the county prisons. We 
regret to add, that the Governor, Mr. Curtis, whose office 
was about to be abolished, has not returned from a leave 
of absence, which expired in November last, and has left 
a deficiency in his accounts. 

Smiihfield. 

smithfieid. muoh has already been said of this depot, that 

there is nothing to add. 

Cork Female Prison. 

. ^ye have to report favourably as to the effects of the 
discipline on the prisoners in this temporary depot, 
and of the exertions of the Superintendent and officers 
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in carrying out the wishes and instructions of the 
Directors. 

Grangegorman Female Prison. 

We are satisfied with the progress of the female con- Grangegorman 
%dcts in this depot, both as regards their conduct, indus- 
try, and education. The system of classification works 
uncommonly well; and all that can be done to preserve 
a proper discipline and further the reformatory progress 
of the prisoners, consistently with present appliances, is 
done by the Superintendent, Governor, Chaplains, and 
Schoohnistress. 

We cannot close our Report without expressing our 
sense of the valuable services of Captain C. R. Knight, 
whose private arrangements induced his resignation of 
the office of Director in June last. During the period 
he was a member of this Board his experience, zea- 
lous ability, and indefatigable exertions contributed 
lai’gely to the favourable results we have now been 
enabled to report. 



We have the honour to be, 
SlE, 

Your obedient Servants, 



Walter Croeton, Chairman. 



John Lent ai one, 
I. S. Whittv, 



} 



Director}! 



0 2 
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SPIKE ISLAND CONVICT PRISON. shke Isla™ 

Government 

Prison. 



LOCAL INSPECTOR’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 
9th January, 1857. 



Local Znspcc- 
Report. 



Gentlemen, — I have the honour to forward for your infor- 
mation, my Annual Report for the year 1856, on the Government 
Prisons of Spike Island and Forts Carlisle and Camden. 

The convicts for the past year have been as heretofore prin- Employment, 
cipally employed under the control of the Royal Engineers, in 
the formation of the fortifications in Cork Harbour; a large 
amount of work has been well and satisfactorily performed. 

It is unnecessary for me to remark upon the expediency of 
employing convicts upon such works as have been conducted 
here by the Royal Engineer Department. After some expe- 
rience with the results, I am convinced of its expediency ; much 
however depends upon the subordinate officers having charge 
of working gangs, to organize a proper system of industrial 
training. It is of the greatest importance that they should be 
competent to direct the convicts at their work, and at the same 
time carryout strict discipline, with temper, kindness, firmness, 
and a conscientious zeal in the discharge of their duties. Their 
constant aim should be to acquire a moral influence over the 
prisoners, and endeavour to raise their minds to a proper feeling 
of moral obligation; such willalmost invariably produce respect 
and confidence fi’cm the prisoners. 

The genei'al conduct of the prisoners has been very satisfac- Confact of 
tnry during the past year. On referring to the defaulters’ book, 
offences of an aggravated cliai'acter appeal’ but few, and this 
fact is more valuable from the nature of the prison, large rooms 
presenting facilities for communication, and consequent insubor- 
dination. 



It is my painful duty to refer to a gross case of assault upon a 
prison warder, which I regret to say proved fatal. The 
prisoners who were guilty of the offence were troublesome, had 
characters. This is the only instance of conspiracy that haS 
come under my knowledge. 

By the firm, prompt, and judicious conduct of the governor 
and chief warder, the principals were removed to separate con- 
finement, and any further evil checked. 

The system of classification works most satisfactorily. It Classification, 
encourages good conduct, discipline, and industry upon the » 

public works. Since its introduction into this establishment, my 
most sanguine expectations have been fully realized. 

Moral and religious instruction has been performed by the Moral and iieli. 
chajilains of the prison, with zeal, and attention, and I trust 
witli advantage to the spiritual ivelfere of their flocks; 

The school department is conducted on the National system. School, 
under the management of the head scho.olmaster (Mr. Harold,) 
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Third Annual Report of the Directors 

wlio is most zealous and attentive. His exertions axe principally 
confined to Camden Port, wliere he has a portion of selected 
prisoners of the exemplary class, who are located there as a final 
test, previous to their receiving their tickets of licence, and I 
have great pleasure in being able to state that the, experiment, 
so far as it has gone, has been perfectly successful ; out of 181 
discharges on tickets of licence, only one unfavourable report has 
been received. 

I would here continue to express my opinions of the necessity 
of an increased portion of time being allowed each prisoner for 
school, as far as can be done consistently noth the public works. 
Little mental improvement can be expected in the class of 
prisoners confined in Spike Island, unless the attendance at school 
be continuous. The prisoners genei’ally are attentive and evince 
a wish to improve themselves, and as regards the juveniles the 
result has been satisfactory. 

The assistant schoolmasters have been most attentive and 
painstaking. 

There is a good library of religious, and miscellaneous books 
for the use of the prisoners, and every facility consistent with the 
prison regulations is aflbrded by the authorities to their distri- 
bution among the prisoners. 

The sanitary state of the establishment may be considered as 
good for the past yeai’. The prisoners generally present a very 
healthy appearance. 

The dietai'y is strictly in accordance with that laid down for 
the governor’s guidance ; all the articles composing the diet are 
in conformity with the approved samples. 

The conduct of the greater part of the subordinate oificers 
has been, I am glad to say, satisfactory. Some dismissals have 
taken place, consequent upon intoxication and other breaches of 
prison rules. Circumstanced as this prison is, it is impossible 
to maintain too high a state of discipline in the staff, and no 
consideration should be allowed to interfere with, or cause it 
to be departed from. 

The conduct of the prisoners at Carlisle Fort has been 
extremely good. They are all of the exemplary class, and on 
probation previous to their removal to Camden Fort to receive 
tlieir licence, or to be otlierwise disposed of. 

Iron huts have been erected — at Port Camden, four, and at 
Carlisle, two — capable of accommodating fifty convicts in each 
hut, with the view to the. employment of convicts, in placing 
the fortifications of the harbour in a proper state of defence. 

The discipline, and management of the convicts at the fort 
has been conducted by the principal warders in charge, to my 
most perfect satisfaction. 

In conclusion, I beg to say. Gentlemen, that I have endea- 
voured to the best of my abilities, to carry out discipline, and 
meet your wishes. The prison rules have been strictly attended 
to, and no abuses have come to my knowledge. 

I have pleasure m stating, that the conduct of Mr. Hay, 
the governor, has been characterized by great efficiency, atten- 
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tion and intelligence. The chief warder merits all 1 coaid sav Island 
for liim. 

I have the hononi’ to be, Gentlemen, yonr obedient servant, 

’ ZocaZ InspBC- 

Egbert Atkiijs, Local Inspector. R^- 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 



GOVEENOR’S REPORT. eoM™o.-'x 

Keport. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 

24th January, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your directions, I have the 
honour to submit my annual Report and- Eetums for the past 
year. The conduct of the subordinate officers has been 
generally good, and with very few exceptions, they have dis- 
charged their onerous duties with zeal and assiduity. I much 
regret that one of them (a promising young officer), was mur- 
dered by one or more of the convicts, when on duty as intern 
guard in one of the prisons, on the evening of the 26th Septem- 
ber last ; but fortunately, I succeeded in obtaining information 
■which led to the immediate discovery of the parties accused, 
and they are now in the comity gaol for trial at the next assizes. 

During the past year, the prisoners have been employed as 
usual, under the Royal Engineer Department — completing the 
defensive works of the harbour, at Spike Island and Ports Cam- 
den and Cai'lisle — -detached parties of prisoners have also been 
employed on Ordnance and Naval works at Haidbowline and 
the Military Hospital at Queenstown, the latter also under the 
Royal Engineers, and, notwithstanding the facilities they have 
had to escape from those places, I am happy to say, that not 
even an attempt at such has taken place during the year, from 
any part of the establishment. 

Until last month the various articles reqnh-ecl for the prison use 
were manufactured here as usual. The tailors and shoemakers 
are now removed to the manufacturing depot at Philipstown, 
and repairing only is done here. 

The following trades are still carried on at Spike Island for 
the supply of the prison, and for the engineers’ works, viz : — 
baker’s, upholsterer’s, cooper’s, carpenter’s, tin-smith’s, black- 
smith’s, and nailer’s. 

In summer the working hours are from seven, a.m., until six, 

P.M., allowing one hour for dinner; and in -winter dm'ing day- 
light. Prisoners are credited with their earnings in accord- 
ance with the scale and regulations laid down. 

The daily average number for the year on the public works 
was 950. 

Although some few oases of assaults on officers and of other 
serious offences have occurred, the conduct of the prisoners gene- 
rally has been good, considei’ing the number and the different 
tempers and dispositions that are brought in contact with each 
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Govla™ Tlie system of badgmg introduced by you, and m^Y 

Prison. m operation about sixteen months, has, in my opinion worked 
admirably and proved a most powerful stimulant to good con 
duct By his badge every prisoner learns the progress he makes 
monthly, and I find that sooner or later they take the greatest 
possible interest in their advancement; even the most insubor- 
dinate and unruly, after a time, ask for promotion, and earnestlv 
promise good conduct for the future. ^ 

Major Atkiiis, the local inspector, has aided and supported 
me with his advice in the discharge of all my duties. The chief 
warder has fully borne out his former character, for enerciv and 
perseverence m the discharge of his multifarious duties, and the 
merit superior officers of the establish- 

The prison buildings are in very good order, and the accom- 
modation as to room quite ample : a greater number of cells for 
^paradon are much needed, as I mentioned in my last annual 
Report; but I believe it is the intention of jmur Board to build 
extra cells soon, and also to have the open wards converted into 
sep™te apartments or cells for each prisoner, two improvements 
which I take leave to state, cannot be carried out too soon for 

cL“be ®®“™t discipline, or moral reformation 

thoiougWy mmntomed and made to have effect in asso- 
ciated vaicls. The miu-derer, the professional burglar, and high- 
way man side by side with and companion of one who may fimn 
force of circumstances, ratherthan from any natural disposUioii Jo 
we have been led to steal a sheep or a cow, his first and only 
j°5tw’ coniiintted under the pressure of want: it 

is there prison contamination effects its work, and the old aud 
hardened offender has the opportunity to train the yout and 
T*"' ®-“gshiintohis own level in^deprfivity 
Since March last, up to the 31, st December, 181 convirts have 
been discharged on licence from this depot, and Forts Carlisle 
and Camden, but principally from the latter where they had 
undergone a regular course of probation ; and it affords me^very 
.gieat pleasuTO iii being able to state that up to the present tim J 

othe4 aifdofo! wpl'l l" ^ ft"®”' to believe that the 

them Otters from every one of 

d scWe months from the date of their 

Sned ihi I I 4 employment before they 

u • ‘■’j^oharges on licence; and at first I had great 
“ getting correct information relative to the pifrties 
aiirf^ I then suMested to one of your Board 

sanction to apply to the Constabulary, and through 

tion amf fffil 0^11 f" m necessary infoima- 

acter &c fnqnired by your Board, as to" the char- 

here I “"st 

valuable imid nf fKo liave been very 

friistmtofl nf the well working of the system. They have 

le SI ofTof certificates from 

tne friends of convicts, offering employment when not in a posi- 
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tion to give any. Tlirongli the same channel the men on licence 
are also paid the balance of gratuity due to thorn at the end of 
three months from the date of their discharge ; and I feel con- 
vinced tliat the combination of the convict and police authorities 
are indispensable in the ivorking of the system ; without that 
the machinery is incomplete and the work only half done. At 
present the Constabulary have a knowledge of every man dis- 
charged on licence in Ireland, and where and how he is employed, 
and that alone I consider a certain safeguard to society, as, 
without in any rvay interfering with his liberty or daily avoca- 
tion, they have an eye on him and know his habits. He knows 
this ; and were he inclined to go astray it checks him, as he would 
be immediately looked after : he is also informed in his discharge 
that the police of his locality will pay him the balance of his 
gratuity at the proper time, and I consider that another induce- 
ment for him to be careful as to his conduct. 

In forwarding my general abstract of receipt and expenditure 
for the past year, I beg to observe that my accounts have passed 
the Audit Board, and that I have received from the Commis- 
sioners their c;ertificate to that effect. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Peter Hay, Goveraor. 

To the Chairman and Directors of Convict 
Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



Spike Island Government Prison. 

Gentlemen, — I certify that the rules laid down for the 
government of the prison, have been complied with in every 
instance, except in such cases as have been distinctly reported 
to, or brought under the notice of a Director. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Peter Hay, Governor. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Spike Island 
Goveiinment 
P lUSON. 

Cloxcrnor's 

Re^orl. 
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SylKE ISLAKB 
Government 
Prison. 

Medical 

Officer*sJiepoti. 



MEDICAL OFEIOEE'S BEPOET. 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 
9th January, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — have the honour to submit my Report on the 
sanitary state of Spike Island Convict Prison, for the year 1856. 

Table 1. — The folio-wing table gives a general view of the 
numbers treated in the hospital during the year. 



Humber of sick remaining in hospital on the 1st of January, 

1856, from the preceding year, 

Number admitted since, to the 31st of December, inclusive, . 542 

Total under treatment during the year, . . , . ■ . 534 



Of tbose there were discharged, cured or relieved, . , . 536 

Died, 12 

Eemoved to Criminal Lunatic Asylum, 4 

Bemaining in hospital, 1st of January, 1857,. . . .32 



Total, . . . . 584 



Table 2. — The following table specifies the diseases with which 
the patients, admitted during the year, were affected. 



Mild Febrile Affections, 




69 


Apoplexy, 




2 


Laryngeal Affections, 




10 


Catami, . 




5 


Bronchitis, 




32 


Phthisis, .... 




16 


Inflammation, of the Lung, 




12 


Do. of Pleura, ■\vith Effusion, 


13 


Diseases of the Heart, 




4 


Do. of the Liver, 




11 


Dyspepsia, 




27 


Constipation, . 




4 


Diarrhcea, 




5 


Dysentery, 




12 


Colic, .... 




10 


Dropsy, .... 




4 


Diabetes, .... 




1 


Scarlatina, 




1 


Bleeding from Nose, . 




1 


Spitting of Blood, 




6 


Bheumatism, . . 




26 


Lumbago, 




8 


Insanity, .... 




3 


Ophthalmia, 




90 



Tumors, .... 


. 2 


Scrofula, .... 


. 3 


Swelled Testicle, 


. 13 


Stricture, .... 


. 5 


Hydrocele, 


. 2 


Abscess, .... 


. 17 


Ulcers, .... 


. 23 


Anthrax, .... 


. 5 


Whitlow, 


. 4 


Paraph, . . 


. 1 


Piles, .... 


. 5 


Fractures, 


. 1 


Dislocations, 


. 1 


Burns 


. 1 


Injuries of the Head, 


. 2 


Contusions 


. 50 


Sjirains .... 


. 4 


Disease of knee joint, 


. 12 


Do. of elbow joint. 


. 1 


Do. of the hip joint, 


. 4 


Psoriasis, or Scaly Tetter, . 


. 8 


Other Sxin Diseases, . 


. 6 


Total, . 


. 542 



Referring to this table, it appears that the largest number of 
admissions are registered under the headings “ Ophthalmia,” the 
various ‘‘Diseases of the Chest,” “ Febrile Affections.” The cases 
of eye disease though numerous, and freq^uently very tedious in 
their cure, did not, except in two instances, result in any serious 
damage to the sight. In one a most formidable attack" of puru- 
lent ophthalmia was followed by considerable opacity of the 
cornea in both eyes ; in the other, an acute inflammation of the 
iris terminated in its permanent adhesion. The patient in this 
last case did not complain for more than thirty-six hours after the 
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eye was first attacked. The diseases of the chest, with the excep- Spike Isukp 
tion of those under the heading ” Bronchitis,” were of a serious 

nature ; the cases of inflammation of the lungs were acute and , 

demanded the most active treatment for their cure, whilst those 
in which the pleura or investing membrane was attacked 'were 
attended in every instance with more or less of efiFusion, and 
required a long residence in hospital for their cure. The febrile 
affections were all of the mildest form, and not of a contagions 
nature. The case of scarlatina was mild, and, remarkable to 
relate, solitary. 

The casualties, though numerous, were generally speaking, 
of no consequence. In one case only of injury of the head were 
there alarming symptoms. I admitted many ailments of slight 
nature, requiring only in some cases a day’s stay in hospital for 
their cure. I have invariably acted upon this principle for the 
reasons stated in my former reports, and I feel convinced that it 
is all-important in the medical management of a convict prison 
entirely devoted to labour. Comparing the hospital returns 
with those of preceding years, a marked improvement is manifest 
in the health of the prisoners. The number of admissions to the 
hospital is less than one half when contrasted vrith last year, and 
rather under one third of that preceding it, being for the year 
1855, 1138, and for 1854, 1656. The averse daily nnmher of 
prisoners for the year 1855, exclusive of the Forts Camden and 
Carlisle, was 1232, for last year 1240. These figures when taken 
in connexion with those of the admissions to hospital, are evidence 
conclusive of a vast amendment in the sanitary condition of the 
establishment. The number of externs treated during the year 
was 8081, or an average of twenty-two per diem. 



Tabue 3. — The following table shows the ages, dates of con- 
viction, of committal to Spike Island Prison, of admission to 
hospital, and of death, the length of time spent in hospital, and 
the diseases of the patients that died. 



6093 P.H. 



8296 

8801 

9188 

6618 

9370 

8238 

906-2 

9259 

8281 

9168: 

7097 



J.S. 

P.D. 

J.D. 

J.E. 

J.T. 

P.C. 

J.M. 

P.M. 

J.O’B. 

D.R. 

J.M. 
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S&to of 
Committal 
to Spika Island. 


Pate of 
Admlasion to 
Hospital. 


Pato 

of 

Pcath. 


Nov. 26, 1852, 


Feb. 29,1856, 


Mar. 9, 18S6, 


Dec. 12, 1854, 


Nov. 29, 1855, 


April 20, 1856 


Augxist 26 1855 
Jan. 29, 1856, 
Mar. 8, 1853, 
Mar. 14,] 856, 
Dec. 7, 1854, 
Dec. 26, 1855, 
Feb. 29, 1856, 


Feb. 10,1856, 
April 20,1856, 
Oct. 10, 1855, 
Mar. IS, 1856, 
Feb. 3, 1856, 
June 4, 1856, 

Hot in hospital, 
died suddenly in A 


April 21, 1856, 
April 26, 1856, 
May 1, 1856, 
May 9, 1856, 
May 31, 1856, 
June 21, 1856, 
June 28, 1856, 


Jan. 10, 1853, 
Jan. 28, 1856, 


Peb.'2X'l8S6, 
June 8, 1856, 


July 7, 1856, 
Sept. 1 8, 1856 


July 18, 1853, 


Nov. 19, 1856, 


Dec. 20, 1856 



fi'g, 

».s 


Plsease. 


Ag 

u 


10 


Acute inflamma- 
tion of the Lungs 
and Pleura, 


July28,185l. 


162 


Chronic Disease of 
Liver, 


Maxch 5, 1851 


71 


Phthisis, 


Dec. 6, 1852. 


6 


Chronic Bronchitis 


Jan. 3, 1855. 


201 


Phthisis, 


July 5, 1852. 


55 


do. 


March 5. 1851 


119 


do. 


May 1, 1853. 
July 4, 1849. 


17 


Gastric Fever, 


none 


Disease of Heart, 


April29, 1852 


139 


Phthisis, 


JmioU,1852. 


101 


Scrofulous disease 
of Hip, 


July 27, 1854. 


31 


Disease of Heart, 


June 13, 1853. 
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Tliit d A.71HU0/1 oj" the T)h'cctovs 



Go?—? preceding taMar return evidences a dea-ease in the per 

PwsoN. centage mortahty of this prison, being about two and a-lnlf per 
®®“‘- to a termination, and not quite one 

Offi<xr'e Report. P®r Cent. Oil the pi'isoii population. During the year, four lima 
tics were removed from this prison to the Criminal Asylum at 
Dundrum. ^One had left previous to my having taken chavo-e 
of the prison, and 1 am unable to inform you as to tlie iieriod at 
winch the disease was manifested. Of the remaining three one 
was received from Bermuda in three days after my arrival at 
Spike Island, and reported to me by the medical officer in charo’e 
of the ship “ Castle Eden ” as insane, but harmless ; another (rave 
]iroofs of mental disorder immediately subsequent to his transfer 
from one of the Dublin prisons; and all my iuforinatioii goes to 
prove that the third case originated in this prison. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to take this opportunity of express- 
ing my thanks to the principal officers of the establishment, for 
tlieii leadiness at all times to assist me when I required their 
co-operation in the discharge of my duties. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Jbeemiah H. Kelly, Medical Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Chaplain's 

Report. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
6th January, 1857. 

GMTLEiiEN,_In presenting my Report for the year ending 
aist December, 1866, I feel happy at being able to state that 
Dmne bervice was performed at the prison church fifty-six times, 
nothing ever having interfered with the due celebration of it. 
At this the attendance has been good, and the prisoners’ conduct 
exemplary. In fact,_ I have never in any instance had occasion 
to leprove them for inattention. The ordinary service has bpeii 
accoinpamed by singing, at proper intervals, which I have found 
an auxiliary m promoting their attention and earnestness, and 
the zeal they manifest in preparation for it, at a time on the 
babbath morning allowed for the purpose, through the kind per- 
mission of the authorities, is highly gratifying'; the numbers 
enraged m it being usually ten. 'Towards their improvement 
1 shall devote as much attention as possible, and have furnished 
tJieni 'With books suited to the purj^ose. 

During the week I lecture twice, on Wednesdays and Satur- 
days,^ confming my instructions on the former to catechetical 
examination on the Lessons, Epistles, and Gospel, i&c., on the 
latter to an address on some useful and interesting subject, choos- 
ing such as is most likely to bear on their moral good, and act 
as an incenUve for their imitation. I feel grateful to the authori- 
ties for having during the past year granted me the privilege of 
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an additional day for religious instruction, as the short portion 
before allowed was insufflcieiit to direct attention to any- 
thing of practical utility. The attendance on these occasions, 
in all eighty-four times, has been also satisfactory, none being 
allowed to bo absent on the works, which I had before occasion 
to complam of. 

The hospital was_ vi.sited eighty-four times, when I read and 
prayed ivith the patients, finding them in every instance attentive 
and willing to engage with me in supplication for their temporal 
and spiritual restoration, every day tending towards the former 
in the improved dietary, clothing, and personal comfort, enjoyed 
by the Invalids. ' To further the latter I shall take the liberty 
at an early occasion of submitting for the Directors’ approval 
such a list of books as I consider advisable for the purpose. 

The Lord’s Supper has been administered on five occasions, 
preparatory to which 1 have had the communicants under a 
course of instruction snited to their reception of so sacred an 
ordinance, and have been gratified at finding instances, in which 
they sought such spiritual direction and consolation as was 
needed, not rushing thoughtlessly to engage therein, but with 
“ due search and examination.” Towards the fitness of the can- 
didates I have also aided, as far as I could estimate character 
and outward reformation, admitting only such as upon inspec- 
tion I found to have been well conduotecl in prison. 

The solitary cells and prison school had each their due share 
of attention. At the latter I have observed with satisfaction, on 
various occasions, the rapid progress made by many of the men 
in the short period of two or tlmee months, who on their admis- 
sion were altogether uninstructed ; and I cannot but bear testi- 
raony on the several occasions I visited, to the attention and 
discipline observed by the teachers. 

In conclusion, I desire to return thanks to the several superior 
officers, for their uniform in’banity, and their desire to make 
every thing as agreeable to me in the performance of my duties 
as they could ; and I trust that every succeeding year I shall be 
privileged to minister among the prisoners shall abound with 
increased opportunities of usefulness, and that every thing shall 
subserve, to what should be the great object of their incarcera- 
tion, their moral and spiritual advantage. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your very obedient, hum- 
ble servant, 

Joseph G. Botjchieb, Protestant Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. ' 



Spike Island 
Government 
Prison. 

Clutplain's 

Re})ort. 
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' KOMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S EBPORT. 

ic Spike Island, 

January 1st, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — liare the honour to present you with my 
Report for the year 1856, which is my Eighth Annual Report as 
the Roman Catholic Chaplain of this prison. 

During the past year. the strict discipline recently applied to 
the system of penal servitude in this country has been carried 
into lull operation. The enforcement of the stringent regula- 
tions which such discipline necessarily required, excited, as may 
he expected, a good deal of ill-temper and insubordination 
among many of the prisoners hitherto unaccustomed to such 
stringency, and otherwise perverse and obstinate. These per- 
sons have given much trouble to the prison authorities during 
the year. But I feel bound to say that the greater number of 
the prisoners have quietly submitted to every observance of the 
new regulations, and have given the fullest satisfaction by their 
general conduct. Although I cannot state that the new dis- 
cipline has produced all the desired effects, still I believe it to 
be sound in principle, and I am confident that it will ultimately 
succeed. I do not consider it at all too stringent or severe ; as 
most of these prisoners are now destined to return to society in 
their own country in a limited time, it would be unwise to the 
prisoners themselves, as well as to the community, to make their 
penal servitude here a pleasant or encouraging state to return to. 

As far as my intercourse and duties with the prisoners gene- 
rally were concerned, I have found them respectful, submissive, 
and anxious to avail themselves of the opportunities afforded 
them of compljdng with their rehgious duties. All the prisoners 
attend at an early hour every morning in the prison chapel for 
morning prayer, and at two divine services every Sunday and 
holiday. Those who have witnessed their conduct in the chapel 
have been much struck with their earnest and edifying behaviour. 
Conduct to the contrary of this has been of rare occurrence here. 
As nearly 200 prisoners attend at the school on week days, I 
have availed of this opportunity to take a class of them, from 
the school to the chapel, daily, to impart to them the necessary 
religious instructions and confession preparatory to the reception 
of the holy sacraments ; and I am happy to state that the great 
majority of the prisoners under my spiritual care have received 
the sacrament of penance and the holy communion at least once 
during the year — many have done so monthly, and some 
M’eekly — and 158 of them have been prepared for the sacrament 
of confirmation, which was solemnly administered to them in 
the prison chapel, on the 4th of September last, by the Right 
R.ev. Dr. Delany, the Roman Catholic Lord Bishop of this 
diocese. The holy sacraments were also administered to a large 
number of prisoners previous to their departure for Bermuda. 

The number of sick in hospital has greatly diminished. Only 
twelve deaths occurred during the year. 1 have, nevertheless, 
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continued my usual practice of -visiting the sick daily, to ad- Spike Isukd 
minister to tliem all the necessary services and consolations of 

religion. I feel that great credit is due to the medical superin- ’ 

tendent, Doctor Kelly, and his apothecary, Mr. O’Connell, for 
the cleanly and orderly state the hospital has been constantly 
kept in, and for their very humane and kind attention to the 
patients. 

I heg to state that the additional duties prescribed to the 
■Roman Catholic Chaplains, under the new regulations, of 
attending in the prison chapel at an early hour every mornino- 
to give morning prayer to the prisoners, and of inspecting afi 
the prisoners’ letters going out and coming into the prison, have 
been punctually and diligently discharged, although often 
attended with very great inconvenience. But as those duties 
have been considered necessary, I have not hesitated to comply. 

I have -yisited the school once or twice a day, and I have 
always found it in constant and regular operation. The entire 
busmess devolved on two teachers, with a visit once a week 
from the head-schoolmaster, who resides at the forts. Owing 
to the incessant labours of the two teachers, Messrs. O’Rourke 
and M'Cartan, during the whole of each day and part of the 
night, visible progress has been made by the majority of the 
prisoners. Under the peculiar circumstances of this' school, 
forming as it does two distinct schools, one for each half of the 
day, the calling the lists, arranging the classes, and keeping the 
hooks I'equired by the prison authorities, and the Board of 
Education, twice each day, must necessarily occupy a consi- 
derable portion of the teachers' time. The appointment, there- 
fore, of an additional teacher is quite indispensable to the effi- 
cient working of the school. 

I have constantly visited the prisoners confined in solitary 
punishment, and I have spared no pains to impress upon them 
the wickedness and foUy of their refractory conduct. And I 
feel warranted m stating that my efforts in that respect have 
had a very salutary effect on some, while they seem to have 
been entirely lost on others. 

Without at all questioning the justice of the punishments 
a-warded in the cells, I am of opinion that a large portion of those 
for the minor offences, could be dealt with in the penal wards, 
with far more advantage to the dfrcipluie of the prison, and the 
correction of the offenders. This opinion I have maturely 
formed from my observations during the last year. The four 
modes of punishment here are, first, corporal punishment, which 
is only inflicted for violence committed on an officer ; the second 
is confinement in a light or dark cell, on bread and water, and 
without a bed. This punishment should, in my opinion, he con- 
fined to the graver offences, for, when prisoners frequently 
undergo this punishment, it loses its effect upon them, and be- 
comes a nullity, and they grow hardened and incorrigible, and, 
hence, many of them are continually passing through the cells 
■without producing the least improvement in them, hut the con- 
trary. The third mode of punishment is degradation from their 
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1“™? classification This punishment tliongli it may not appear so at 
PnisoN. m’st siglit, IS that whicli inflicts tlie greatest amount of pain and 
liomZ^amie ‘‘etawent to a prisoner; for when a prisoner is degraded from 
Chupia'm'a exeiiipJai’y or iirst-class to the lowest class, it reiiuires such a 
Repm-t. length of time to recover the loss, that many get into despair 
and become careless of their character, and sometimes reckless’ 
The fourth mode of punishment, which is that of keepino' the 
refractory m penal probationiu-y wards, hut still continued at 
their usual hard labour on the public ivorks, and restricted to a 
low scale of dietary, with a loss of all prison privileges, for an 
undefined period, entirely contingent on their conduct and 
reformation, is that which I have found to he most effectual 
both for reforming and deten-ing the transgressors. I wmuld’ 
therefore, strongly recommend its more general adoption. 

I think It riglit to call your particular attention to the detri- 
ment sustained by the discipline of this prison durino- the last 
year, in consequence of the incarceration here of^Bermnda 
pri^ners. Three hundred and sixty of these men arrived here 
in December, 1855, and in January, 1856, who appeared to be 
total stengers to all the practices of religion, and the observance 
ot discipline. At first they were placed in a prison by them- 
selves, but their conduct was found to be so insolent and insub- 
ordinate, that they could not be governed while they remained 
togetlier. Tliey vvere then distributed through all the wards of 
the prison ; and it is but too certain that their irreligious and 
insuborclmate expressions and example have had a very mis- 
cliieyous eftect upon the other prisoners. It required much 
exertion on the part of the prison authorities and chaplains to 
bring them to better sentiments and practice. At present, I am 
glad to say that they are greatly reformed, and that the majority 
ot them are giving every satisfaction by their conduct 

Most of these prisoners had left this prison for Bermuda, 
during the last four or six years, and had been, previous to their 
departure, comparatively simple, well-disposed men, attached to 
the practices of then- religion, and submissive to the prison 
authorities, and have retm-ned to us in the depraved state I hav^e 
described. I can state the same of several hundreds of others 
vvho leturned to this prison from Bermuda during the last 
eight years; which clearly shows that whatever may bo thought 
of the punishment and discipline of convicts in this country, 
they certainly are not improved, but the contrary, by their 

transportation to Bermuda. ^ 

Though a large number of prisoners have received the indul- 
gence of tickets-of-leave out of this prison during the last year, 
not one has been sent hack for any offence, and I have only 
heard of three to have in any way misconducted themselves. I 
am confident, while it is carried out so judkiously and secui-ely, 

+ 1 , done, hitherto, by the Government and prison 

au horities, in granting it to none hut those of well-proved con- 
duct, and with certain employment secured to them, that few 
' 1 ^P®S' I am also of opinion, if tickets-of-leave were 

granted to the most deserving of the penal servitude prisoners, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Privona in Ireland. 



33 



It wotilcl be not only a reward for good conduct in tliemselves 
but also an incentive to the others to follow their example’ 
Some stimulus of this kind, to this class of prisoners, would be 
most useful. A mitigation of even three or six months would 
answer the purpose. 

I have reason to apprehend that persons unacquainted with 
the distinction sometimes confound ticket-of-leave with pardoned 
jii isoners. ^ Several of the latter have unfortunately relapsed into 
crime, while few or none of the former have as yet abused their 
indulgence. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that my anxiety for the welfare of 
tlns _e.stabhshment, with which I have been so long connected 
has induced me to submit to you the foregoing remarks and 
siigge.stioiis resulting from my experience." 1 trust that you 
will notonljr not deem them unimportant, hut that you will be 
pleased to give them your earnest consideration. 

I have the honour to be, Oentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, 

T. F. Ltous, R. C. Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
January 7, 1857. 

Qenti,bm]5N, — Among the various topics that might be 
selected as matter for a prison report, I think the condition of 
those committed from time to time to solitary confinement, in 
cells, IS not the least important; in fact, to arrive at a correct 
knowledge of the moral statistics of our convict community, a 
close attention to, an accurate survey of, the particulars involved 
in this branch is absolutely necessary. In this way only can we 
arrive at the knowledge of those general principles wiich will 
Best aid in directing the movements, and applying the forces of 
the inaoliinery of prison discipline. Before, however, eonsideriiiB- 
the various details connected with this subject, I think it may be 
well to state how fiir oiir present system has a right to claim (on 
principle) the merit of the favourable results we ai-e happy to 
have to announce for the close of tlie past year. A liberal, an 
abuiidant provision for the prisoners’ physical, moral, and spiri- 
tual requu-emente are among the first, the most necessary and 
important conditions ; the motives that are likely to have the most 
powerful and the most permanent effect on a being constituted as 
the leloii is, I consider as the next essential and sufficient deside- 
raturm Like the vague, but irresistible desire all men have 
ru I’l''”®®®.’ object of the prisoner’s fondest aspirations is 
Vf 1 *^ ■'vhich he believes lies beyond the limits of penal 
hte. It there be any difference, it is in the greater tendency with 
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which his will is carried thereto, as the many elements widely 
scattered, which go to form the first, are here concentrated 
on one object to which the inward eye is always turned. A 
' scheme of reformation, therefore, wdiich the prisoner cannot 
oppose without going counter-current to the onward course of 
his irresistible feelings ought — if there be any truth in the laws 
wliich regulate man’s moral nature — produce the happiest 
results. Fortunately for the cause of order, morality, and dis- 
cipKne, the two influences just touched upon bear the most 
intimate relation to each other. Like two rivers hastening to 
same point, they meet, they blend, and course along until lost 
in the ocean-depths of society. The hope of reward, and the 
fear of punishment — one inviting to the observance of rule and 

the other forbidding its violation — are the motives are the 

great moral forces which have been wisely supplied by authority 
for effecting the reformation of the prisoner. The badges or 
marks pointing out the progress he has made on the road to 
liberty, encoui-age and sustain his aspirations for the same ; and 
the denial or subtraction of these, with the infliction of punish- 
ment by committal to solitary confinement, sensibly remind him 
of his retrogression fi:om the goal to which he had finally hoped 
he was fast hastening. Excitement, sometimes amounting to 
fury, which I have seen prisoners manifest, on several occasuins, 
when stripped of those badges, and committed to solitary 
punishment, I would boldly instance as so many genuine and 
powerful manifestations of their thorough appreciation of these 
emblems of dawning liberty. The prisoner’s extreme sensitive- 
ness to the loss of these may be also taken as the measure of 
his moral vitality, and also of that moral force which, by its 
superior energy, would tame down those passions which 
prompted to the violation of that prison discipline for which he 
is now suffering punishment; in proof whereof I have now 
before niy mind’s eye many prisoners I have seen transported 
after this fashion, when going, my daily rounds to cells, in order 
to^ admonish such as might be in solitary confinement. I per- 
ceived that all this seeming recldessness was, at bottom, but a 
stormy and intense confession of their appreciation of the dis- 
cipline they had just violated; and, therefore, when the blast 
would ^ blow over — the prisoner being left alone to commune 
with his reason in his cell — I feared not for the results. Then, 
too, as in duty bound, when reproving the prisoner for the 
fault committed, I foimd, with very few exceptions, that an 
attentive and respectful hearing was given to the admonition 
then offered. A simple exposition of the injiu'y he had foolishly 
done himself, of the wounds inflicted on those feehngs which 
had been jpledged to order, more especially through the rewards 
it held out, carried conviction to their minds — the seeds of 
reformation were sown. I would not venture to say that this 
most desirable result immediately followed after the first 
incubation of reflection; various, experiments, at least with 
respect to some, had to be made, before the desired effect was 
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brought forth. A more triumphant proof of the amehorating 
tendencies of the system nowin oiDeration could not be adduced 
than the happy change wrought in the habits, in the conduct 
of some of the wildest, the most stubborn, and the most reck- 
less natures I have known in this prison. For a time, indeed 
it might be a question if any reformation could be effected ; how- 
evei, the wise and steady application of wholesome discipline 
gradually cooled down their hot, them fierce passions; and now 
having fallen in with the general and regular movement of pri- 
son discipline, they appear fully to appreciate its spMt, and to 
rehsh its advantages. The decrease in the number of punish- 
ments particularly within the last three or four months may, I 
should think, be taken as a fair test of the improved tone 'of 
prison life. Previously the committals to cells had amounted 
often to a high figure, and the causes or crimes for which these 
punishments had been inflicted were matter for serious oonsidera- 
tion. The warders here, who may he considered the eye and the 
hand of authority, are placed, in consequence, in the most deli- 
cate relations to the prisoner. Him it is then- duty to watch, to 
lestrain, to report against: as the medium through which the 
charge of guilt for which punishment is inflicted by authority is 
conveyed, they are naturally disposed to view him in the same 
light as the instrument of torture itself. No doubt his position 
may render^ him also the agent of much good to the prisoner. 
He, fallen in character, broken in sphit, almost lost in hope, 
on whose neck presses the yoke of servitude day after day, 
naturally turns his eyes to those who can lend a helping hand 
to rescue him from the depths^ of despair. If the officer in 
charge, to whose^ honour and discretion are committed in no 
small way the prisoner’s character and hopes of liberty, has for 
him tlwt sympathy which duty forbids hot, if he treats him 
with that humanity which a wise code of prison regulations 
teacims, he may indeed acquire over his mind an ascendancy 
winch will prove no less beneficial to order than to the prisoner 
himself. A certain routine of work the prisoner must do ; a 
certain form of discipline mnst be observed. Which is the more 
agreeable, to perform this willingly or unwillingly ? — ^A moment’s 
reflection will tell. Hence we see that when the warders and 
the prisoners mutually understand each other (and this is 
quite compatible with a proper sense of duty), business goes on 
without meeting with those violent and startling checks which, 
may leave behind the most deplorable recoUeotions. A sick 
mind, like a sick body, requires kind and skilful treatment, 
oo ft words, like oil pom'ed on certain sores, are best adapted to 
minds whose whole existence here may he called one continued 
moral pain. Indignant language, or tones pointed by- an equal 
against another, might he considered offensive; hut when these 
ai’e made the veliicle of command from a superior, the more 
specially when he is the executive of punishment, to an 
inferior, whose mind is painfully alive to the utte,r degradation 
which overwhelms Mm, it is looked upon as an assumption of 
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tyranny — an miantliorized puiiisliment tliat strikes at Ills moral 
natoei wliick he hoped an ofiender was forbid to touch. The 
letter of the law may not have been violated, though the spirit 
is ; and the unhappy prisoner, in the glaring consciousness he had 
of his utter inability to protect or avenge himself, meets the insult, 
the injury virtually offered him, in language equally, if not more 
indignant. He has transgressed, and that instinctively, before 
reason had time to put on the check to a will dragged head- 
ion O' by the violence of passion. His insubordination is manifest ; 
he has grossly offended his officer ; he is brought forth for punish- 
ment ; he is committed to the cell. The marks of good conduct 
which he had been some months b'aok most anxiously and 
sedulously labouring to win, or secure, are taken from him. 
The very clothes of the prisoner continually passing by, pain- 
fully remind him of the loss he has sustained, of the despair he 
does not see he could prevent. Murmuring complaints break 
out against order and authority. They are more particularly 
levelled against those they consider more immediately the 
authors of their misfortune. Others, too, perhaps, have a like 
tale to tell; evil advice, dangerous' suggestions, are given, are 
propagated ; passion has mounted up to fury ; reason is ban- 
daged for a time, and the work of destruction begins. This 
I consider a true, if not an adequate analysis of the spirit of 
daring insubordination which raged here at a certain period of 
last year, and which led to the most deplorable catastrophes. 
The excess of the evil cured itself. A spirit of fear, more or less, 
came over parties; and though a firm and exact discipline is still 
enforced against the evil doer, I feel convinced that the vigilant 
and discreet, yet humane spirit which regulates pur prison dis- 
cipline, is one of the main causes which secures the willing and 
steady obedience of the prisoner. Than the system itself, none 
could be better ; for the double impulse communicated to the 
prisoner’s mind from the fear of punishment, and the hope of 
reward — and that, too, for the line along which his will is 
supposed to move, viz., the line that points to liberty — could as 
little fiiil of their effect when the disturbing causes, to use the 
language of philosophy, were removed, than the laws of gravita- 
tion itself. When some, alarmed at the events which occurred 
here last year’, feared it would not prove a machine sufficiently 
powerful to prevent crime, or secure the officers from the fierce 
and turbulent passions of some prisoners, I expressed my dissent, 
and said that these facts, however to be deplored, could supply 
no reasonable grounds against the soundness of it, as they arose 
from causes with which it was not intimately connected, and for 
which it could not be responsible. The thing is now fully 
justified by the results. The number of committals for punish- 
ment in cells has greatly decreased. From being ten, eleven, 
twelve, per diem, it has been reduced to four, five, and six, with 
occasional variations. The great body of the prisoners appear 
to be penetrated with a more thorough, ■with a more sincere 
comdotion of the wise and beneficent economy of the machinery 
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wMch directs prison life ; they appear to appreciate the more Island 
its advantages, and anxious to secure the same. In the critical 
circumstances I have touched upon above, I felt that the relation 
of a pastor, in tvlucli I stood to the prisoners, afforded me 
tiicilities of access, of influence over their minds which, if duly Report, 
availed of, might go no small way in exorcising the demon of 
insubordination that was driving on certain individuals to head- 
long destruction. In various places and ways, and more 
especially at the times and in the places of divine worship, I 
reasoned with them with all the force and point I was capable 
of, on the folly and injustice of their notions and conduct. I 
explained, as it was easy to show, the intrinsic value, the direct 
tendencies of the discipline they had been foolish enough to 
violate. I showed them how ungrateful and suicidal has been 
their conduct, and held out to them in prospective the evils 
they were preparing for themselves. Language of this cha- 
racter, addressed to prisoners collected togetlier in one body, 
and not yet generally infected with the lever of insubordination, 
though perhaps in the embryo state of a dark and hidden 
sjnnpathy, had, I am hold to say, the desired effect. The current 
of public opinion, such as it existed amongst prisoners, being 
turned into the channel of order, the workers and propagators 
of sedition felt the tide had left them — that their scheme of 
evil was strangled — shipwrecked — hopeless. Too much praise 
cannot be given to the prison authorities for the wise and firm 
measures adopted to meet the difficulties of the occasion. The 
warders, too — a very efficient and meritorious class of public 
officers — did their part suitably to the occasion. In fine, I take 
this opportunity of bearing testimony to the firm, judicious, and 
liiuuane oondliot of Mr. Leytle, the warder in chai-ge of the 
cells for the past year, with whom my duties there brought me 
in daily communication. 

Passing on to those duties which may be called more strictly 
professional, 1 hope I have discharged mine regularly and 
efficiently. The list includes divine service on Sundays and holi- 
days, preaching, administration of sacraments, interment of the 
dead, and visiting the sick in hospital. One hundred and fifty- 
eight prisoners received confirmation during the last year at the 
hands of the Right Rev. Dr. Delany. Within the last year two 
public daily prayersfor all theprisoners congregated together have 
been introduced ; and, considering the good effects derivable and 
obtained from this pious practice, I congratulate authority on 
the wisdom of its institution. I have noticed, indeed, before the 
close of our year, a growing desire amon^ prisoners to avail 
themselves of the advantages which relio'ion affords. This 
manifested itself the more especially at those times, and on 
those occasions when duty and habit excite the attention and 
rouse the conscience of the prisoner to the x’eception of the 
sacraments. Wlien it is considered that the sincere and ^con- 
scientious discharge of this duty (and such we are bound to 
believe it, as the peculiar form oi our discipline makes it almost 
voluntary on tke part of the prisoner,) presupposes the silence 
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and submission of the passions, a conversion of heart, a desire 
at least to the renunciation of sin, it is not diflScult to under- 
stand how favourable it must be to the cause of prison order 
and refoi’mation. Discipline, no doubt, including the punish- 
ments it inflicts, will insure an external compliance and submis- 
sion; but considering the motives it acts upon, that it addresses 
itself to the prisoners’ hopes and fears, a doubt may remain that it 
■will yet reach the secret springs and tendencies of the heart, and 
that when restraint is removed, and favourable circumstances 
present themselves, they may react -with a force equal to the 
compression which shut them in — equal to the violence of the 
temptation which may attract them. Religion, when it is a 
lively faith and a living conscience — and experience shows that 
prisoners are not proof against such influences — purifies and 
changes the heart, and makes the prisoner a proselyte to order. 
I can myself bear testimony to the fervour which prisoners bring 
to the public duties of religion — to the solemn and earnest 
attention manifested when instructing them on the Gospel truths 
of the day, and the many and various spiritual and moral obli- 
gations extracted therefrom. Another manifestation also of the 
improved spirit pervading the prisoners, are the frequent and 
earnest appeals made to me for religious books. It is true there 
are some select religious books in their respective wards, pro- 
•vided liberally and willingly by authority; but the novelty and 
attraction of these, at least for some, are soon over, nor are they 
such as would best and adequately suit various tastes. History, 
biography, anecdotical, miscellaneous reading, books that 
present various pictures of nature, life, character, and manners, 
I am convinced would be eagerly sought after, and read by the 
prisoners. The effects would be more enlarged thoughts, more 
elevated sentiments ; new wells of hope would spring up in the 
soul, a greater thirst for liberty would be excited, and conse- 
quently a more earnest and steady appreciation of the means 
whereby it might be the sooner attained. Our library, indeed, 
supplies this want to a certain extent ; but I will take the liberty 
of saying that a great part of the matter of which these books 
are composed, is too hard and dry to be digested by prisoners — 
too high, far-fetched, and scientific — and I ■will also say, heavy 
and sph’itless — to be reached at or appreciated by them. No 
doubt, to those who could lajr themselves down to a broivn study, 
or apply themselves to serious reading, they may supply as 
useful information, if not more so, than others I might name; 
but for^ those whose moral elasticity is in no small way 
undermined by the conditions of prison life, knowledge must be 
received into the mind ■with the same ease and facility that air 
passes in through the natural Imigs. The comedy of life is over 
for the pjresent with the prisoner ; he has passed into the deep 
shadow of tragedy ; touching striking scenes and events, there- 
fore, are what will best arrest his attention, and will also best 
restore and elevate his fallen nature. As instances, some out of 
many such books as “Plutarch’s Lives,” “Josephus’s Antiq^uities 
and J ewish Wars,” “ Rollin’s Ancient History,” “ Butler’s Lives 
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of the Saints ” (a work often asked for), histories of various Spuce Isiamd 
countries, ancient and modern, prose moral works and poems, 

might, I will humbly say, be safely recommended. Books of . ' 

this stamp, with a due care to a proper and varied selection, cSi'plSif' 
would I am sm'e profitably fill up the vacant hom-s of the pri- Bepsrt. 
soners, and at the same time give them a true relish for self- 
culture and improvement. From our library, which is to be 
seen in a corner of our schoolroom, by a natural and easy transi- 
tion, I am reminded to speak of what is passing therein. I find 
for the past year a very appreciable improvement in the literary 
attainments of the several classes which frequent it in due rota- 
tion. The solemn and earnest application of the pupils in their 
various places is visible to all who have eyes to see ; and the 
order, the discipline, under which school business is conducted, 
is truly admirable. Therefore it is that I have scarcely found 
any in solitary punishment for violation of school regulations ; 
and here, as in the proper place, I beg respectfully to say that 
too much praise cannot be given to our very enlightened and 
our very respected Board of Directors for their anxiety to give 
to the prisoners an intellect, and to enlarge the same. Certain 
regulations, over and above consulting for the greater intel- 
lectual progress of the prisoner, emphatically declare the con- 
viction in their minds that one of the principal means of the 
thorough improvement of the prisoner is the light which educa- 
cation affords, and with this philosophy I perfectly agree. 

Every man respects his intellect more or less, and the more he 
has of it, cmteris parilus, the more powerful will its action be on 
the moral machinery which goes to form the being called man. 

The simultaneons action of education and rehgion on the minds 
of the prisoners, steadily and zealously applied, would I am 
sure abundantly produce the results which ought to be expected 
from both. I have noticed the influence of both these elements 
in action, and I have found in proportion to the measure of joint 
forces expended, was the impulse given to the prisoner in the 
march of improvement. Our national idiosyucraoies invite such 
conclusions ; and whenever the conviction is entertained that 
the well of life, whose refreshing waters are drawn from the 
stores of knowledge and religion, is supplied genuine and pure, 
it is availed of with an insatiable thirst — with an exhaustless 
capacity. This law of his nature, it is not difficidt to see, may 
exert even a freer action in the condition under which the pri- 
soner lives at present ; for his civil life being extinguished with 
the interests and distractions which make him overlook, under- 
value, and neglect goods of a higher and a more permanent 
nature, he is now placed in more favourable circumstances for 
viewing, examining, judging, and feeling those natural, those 
eternal truths for which are prepared limitless and fathomless 
sympathies in the very depths of the soul. 

Whether these manifestations of an improved state of things 
will continue when the prisoner is restored to his liberty, is a 
problem which the Searcher of Hearts alone can solve. This 
much only I can safely aver, that when advising prisoners at 
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Giv™™ moments they were about to leave this prison 

Prison. mr liberty — I have a more distinct recollection of the ticket-oh 

Aa ■ T7 r c answered me in the sober, earnest, and solemn 

aapaiu'a ' accents of reflecting men, who felt and valued what they were 
Se/iart. Saying, that never again would they give cause, by violating 

the laws of their counti-y, for a repetition of the servitude whose 
yoke they had just laid aside; in fact, the number of re-convic- 
tions within the last year, the complete, the extraordinary suc- 
cess of the ticket-of-leave system in this country (for, from the 
public reports, it appears that out of 297 discharged within a 
year, only five had then- tickets withdrawn), is an evident proof 
of the earnest truth with which they delivered tliese parting 
sentiments. Tliis very cheering fact I consider also a trium- 
phant answer to the ivild and merciless declamation of a certain 
portion_ of the public press against the jpersons and the liberty 
of convicts. Because some individuals of that class startled the 
public again by the commission of crimes of a certain character 
it is required that the denomination to which those individuals 
belonged, or at least a certain category of it, should be sacrificed 
to a hopeless incarceration. If society itself, where the great 
body of criminals are cradled , are reared, grow up, and continue, 
were dealt wdth^ according to the same spirit of legislation, the 
consequences might prove rather serious to those selfrconstitnted 
plaintiffs themselves. 

Before concluding, I think it well to state that the sanitary 
condition of the prison, as far as I can see, leaves nothing to he 
desired. I have heard no complaints on the score of dietary, 
nor does the healthy appeai-ance of the prisoners tempt a sus- 
picion of tlie same. Out of a number varying, by a gradual 
decrease, from 1,.300 to some figure between 800 and 900 
prisoners during the yea.r, hut twelve deaths are recorded. I 
make it my duty to visit our hospital daily, and can bear 
testimony to the excellent order in which it is kept. The medical 
superintendent, ^ indeed, deserves much praise for his kind, 
humane, and skilful treatment of the inmates. 

In fine, I gladly avail myself of this opportunity to bear 
testaouy to the zeal and ability with which the respected 
authorities of this prison have discharged their duties for the 
past year. Tliey were numerous, various, and complicated, 
the passions of our convict oommimity, pent up, if I ma,y so 
speak like the winds in the hall of jEolus, require often, indeed, 
a skiltul and firm liand to direct and control them. It is difficult 
to steer between Scylla and Charybdis; danger threatens from 
either side. Mercy carried too far might remove the safeguard 
ot fear ; discipline too rigidly enacted might awaken the fierce 
energy of despair. Therefore it is that a wise and happy mixture 
ot both IS found to produce the most desirable results. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, '' •’ 

„ ,, Timothy O’Sullivan, 

10 the Directors of Convict Assistant B. 0. Chaplain. 

Prisons, Dublin Castle. 
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PEB3BYTEE1AN CHAPLAIN’S EEPORT. 

_ _ Government 

opike Islanci, Prison. 

January 5tli. 1867. 

Gentlemen, — On my appointment as Chaplain to Spike 
Islanci, (which appointment bears date the 21st of February, 

1856,) I expressed my admiration of the general government and 
working of the pi'ison and the condition of the prisoners, in 
somewhat strong terms. I stated this as my first impression, for 
at the time I had had no experience of the working of the system. 

I am now happy to say, after nearly a year’s observation, that I 
see no reason to change my opinion, but every thing to confirm 
it. I know little or nothing of other similar establishments, and 
therefore can institute no comparison ; hut I would find it diffi- 
cult to conceive how the general government and discipline could 
be improved. 

In the foregoing observations I make no reference whatever 
to the mental training and moral progress of the prisoners. 

The number of Presbyterian prisoners under my care during 
the last ten or eleven months has varied from twenty to forty- 
two or three. 

I have endeavoured to observe the directions contained in the 
excellent code of Prison Rules and Regulations, of gaining the 
confidence of the convicts, and hope I have succeeded, for a 
more intelligent or interesting congregation I never yet preached 
to; I seldom even lose the eye of one of them. 

The following is the order of my present ministrations 
Sunday morning — Divine service at the Forts. 

Sunday afternoon — Divine service at Spike Island. 

Tuesday — Bible class, visit hospital, and sometimes school. 

Friday^ — Do. do. 

The answering in the Bible class is sometimes so good as to 
take me by surprise. We are at present going through the four 
Gospels, The convicts read verse about; and I think this e.xer- 
cise, twice a week, has improved them even in the department 
of reading. The majoritv are able to read, and some very well, 
hut others not at all. Tliose who cannot read do not take the 
same interest in the Bible class ; and this leads me to make a few 
observations on the schools. 

The gentlemen who conduct the educational department have 
impressed me very favourably, as it regards their general bear- 
ing, education, and tact, and painstaking in commuaioating 
instruction ; hut the time allowed to each iirhoner for schooling — 
half a day in the week — is not enough, as I have before stated; 
they have just time enough to forget one week, what they have 
learned the week before. From the marked attention of many 
of the prisoners in school, I feel confident that if arrangements 
were made to give them two half-days’ schooling in the week, 
instead of one, the opportunity would he prized and improved. 

I am aware the schoolmasters visit the prisoners in their cells in 
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laborious work after the labours of the day,) 
Prison. ."^"at can Uco men do among a thousand, without school 

— : classification ? Comparatively nothing. 

Oiapl^n'T '•^^at Spilce Island is a working prison ; that a large 

Report. amount of public work is performed by the convicts ; but pubhc 
work should come after moral improvement. The moral im- 
provement of the prisoners should be m/mher one,* or rank first- 
and the minister of religion can expect to accomplish but little' 
in this dejaartment, without the aid of the schoolmaster, who is 
first in time, if second in importance. 

A great amount of popular- infidelity (for I can think of no 
more correct term) prevails respecting the moral improvement 
or reformation of pi-isoners; and I am sorry to find men, in the 
high position of English Judges, lending their authority’ to the 
support of an error, or «^«belief, the prevalence of which would 
paralyze every moral and religious effort for the improvement 
of the prisoner. I cannot think so lowly or badly of human 
natm-e, even in the case of convicts, as to believe its cure sur- 
passes the power of Christianity, and that every apparent 
improvement is to be ranked raider the head of hypocrisy, and 
the “lifting up of the whites of the eyes’’— which, to chapiains, 
IS a sora-ce of self-glorification. I know nothing of the way in 
which English comucts express or display their religious feelino-s • 
but I can state with confidence that there are several Iiish 
prisoners, of whose moral improvement I think most hopefully 
although they are not in the habit of showing the whites of their 
eyes. Jind I am happy, Gentlemen, on this subject to be able 
to quote your authority :_in the First Annual Report, for the 
year ending 31st of December, 1854, you say of Irish convicts, 
-when comparing them with English, “There is, therefore^ 
^eater groraid to hope for a speedy and complete reformation^ 
(vide page 20). 

I feel that on the convicts' capaliliiy of improvement, I cannot 
speak too strongly, that here I cannot over-estimate the impor- 
tance of “ my office,” especially at a time when (according to the 
schoolboys fable of the town to be defended) we have curriers 
■who magnify the virtues of “leather and prunella.” It is highl-v 
satisfactory to mark the wise government and discipline of this 
prison, and of the general conduct of the prisoners during con- 
finement; but ! need not inform you— especially at a time that 
an outcry is raised against the ticket-of-leave system, (of which 
I offer no opinion,) that the public look rather to the conduct of 
prisoners after they are liherated—WsA they judge of the nature 
of the pruning and training, by the fruit of the tree, when trans- 
planted into a free soil. But we can expect no good fruit no 

radical or moral improvement, which does not result from the 
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proper application of moral macMnery, a machinery which has Spike Iswnh 
not hitherto been snffloiently worked or appreciated.* 

Permit me, in conclusion, to call your attention to the state ’ 

of the library. The number of books in the catalogue is some- ckap^ST’^ 
thing over 500. Many of these are unsuitable for convicts, SepoH. 
though very excellent ; while a large number of the readable 
books are worn out, and therefore, no longer readable. Hence, 
the library now is unable to meet the demand upon it. To put 
a good book into a prisoner’s hand, is to place a wise man at his 
side. If they have no books to occupy their time in the evenings 
they will be at something else — 

“ITor Satan finds some mischief still 
Por idle hands to do ; " 

and I may also add, for idle heads and hearts. 

I remain, Gentlemen, with great respect, yom' most obedient 
servant, 

0. B. Gibson, Presbyterian Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. chaplaM> 

Carlisle Port Government Prison, 

February 17, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit a report of tliis 
prison as far as my duties are concerned. 

I have attended here for divine service fifty-four days, i.e., 
every Lord’s day, and Christmas day, and Good Friday, and 
for religions instruction every week (one day) during the past 
year. 

I have given my best attention to the question of prison dis- 
cipline for some time. I was at one time, and long, of opinion 
that severity was the only hopeful treatment, strengthened as 
my persuasion was by the insolent language and conduct of 
many prisoners without provocation; but from the contrast 
afforded by the quietude, order, and respectful demeanour of 
the prisoners of every religious persuasion now confined here, I 



* Speaking of the ministration of chaplains, I have ventured the remark, that 
the moral machinery had not been sufficiently worked or appreciated. Here, 
also, I find myself home out by the Beport (vide p. 9), “ the moral and religious 
improvement of the convict has not been made matter of sufficient importance, 
nor has the school instruction received much attention. '’t I am doubly gratified 
by these observations. I am happy to find opinions which I formed indepen- 
dentlyin my own mind supported by such, competent authority; I also conclude 
that the remaining imperfections of which I speak will speedily disappear, like 
many others which have preceded them, for “Rome was not built in a day.” 



t In latclf examining the schools at Forts Camclon an d Carlisle — the result of which examination 
afforded megroat satisfaction— I was struck with the peculiarity, tl>at some of the convicts who cannot 
read are able to write. The writing in tbo three schools — Spike, Carlisle, and Gamdon — is exceed- 
ingly good. I inquired the cause of this. One of themastors said, “writing was more of a mochanical 
operation than reading.” I thought ^e reply good and philosophical. Mr. Harold, the headmaster, 
said that the convicts were mado sensible of the advantage of oven writing their names ; and he 
showed me slates whore throe or four had dene so very cleverly, who had not left, or, I think he 
said, mastered the alphabet. His explanation (a desire t» write their names) I thought the more 
conect. 
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cannot but retract my opinion, and conciu’ in the wisdom of the 
altered system, as exemplified in the present mild treatment and 
classification of the convicts, giving thereby a reasonable vrouud 
for future hope to those who would strive, with God’s bfessino- 
for the mastery over evil. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your faithful and obedient 
humble servant, 



The Directors of Convict 
Prisons in Ireland. 



Feancis Shoett, 

Protestant Cliapkin. 



Roman Catholic 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Fort Camden, 
January 22nd, 1857. 



Gentlemen, — I have the honotir to submit to you the Report 
of tlie conduct of the convicts of Fort Camden committed to my 
charge, for the year ending 1856. The recent changes in the 
discipline of that prison, and consequently the short stay of the 
prisoners there, prevent mo from forming as correct an estimate 
of their character as heretofore ; however, from my own personal 
knowledge, as well as from the information I receive from 
those in authority over them, their conduct is most exemplary; 
and indeed I m.ay add unexceptionable. 

The many privileges conceded to them, and their intercourse 
■with the people have, in no instance, been abused ; and it is 
gratifying to reflect, that out of the many who have obtained 
their fi'eedom out of this prison there is no instance on record, 
as far as I can discover, of any being re-convicted. 

Their attention to their religious duties has been most praise- 
worthy; their attendance at morning and night prayer regular 
and edifying. 

Divine service is performed on all Smidays and holydays, with 
religious insti-uctlon, to which they pay marked attention. 

^ My curate and I go once a week to hear their confessions, 
give religious instruction, and to prepare them for the reception 
of the sacraments. Some are weekly, others monthly commu- 
nicants, and all approach the holy sacraments at the usual time, 
Christmas and Easter; and, from their manner of preparing for 
the reception of the sacraments, they seem to be actuated with 
sentiments of sincere piety and devotion. As regards the school, 
Its state is most satisfactory. It is attended by all the prisoners, 
irrespective of age, the greater portion of whom have made 
considerable progress in reading, writing, arithmetic, and 
geography, and show a great desire for further improvement. 
Knowledge based on religion ('without wliich all human know- 
ledge availeth but little), appears to me the only means of 
bettering their condition, and aiding their reformation, to which 
too much attention cannot be given, I gladly take this oppor- 
tunity of beai'ing testimony to the active zeal and indefatigable 
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industry of Mr. Harold, the respected teacher of this prison, 

than 'whom no one could he better htted for his post. pkison. 

I must also say, that I have had at all times the kind and ~fnr 
active co-operation of the superintendent, and the several officers ° “ 

in the prison, for which I feel deeply gratified. Jieport. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

J. J. Eyan, E. 0. Chaplain. 

The Director.s of Convict 
Prisojis, Dublin Castle. 



HEAD SCHOOLMASTEE’S EEPORT. Head Sdml- 

Camden Fort Eeformatory Prison, rm,ie,-sHeport. 

January 9th, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — I beg leave to furnish you with iny Keport of 
the convict schools under my charge, for the year ending 31st 
December, 1856. 

The schools in Spike Island, and in Carlisle and Camden 
Forts, -were but three months in operation under my guidance 
when I made my last Eeport, and the observations and state- 
ments therein are, in my opinion, fully borne out by this yeai-’s 
further experience, the results of which I will endeavour to 
place before you. 

About the 1st of January of the year 1856, Captain Kmght 
(then Visiting Director in Spike Island), ordered me to his 
office, and examined me in the most philosophical and metaphy- 
sical manner concerning my opinions and experience as regards 
convict management and improvement, in the course of which 
he displayed' a degree of research and knowledge of human 
nature, rarely equalled by the members of the rnost_ learned 
professions. I trust it will not be accounted adulation in me to 
make this passinc/ remark, as the gentleman has since retired 
from the convict service. From the tendency of liis examina- 
tion, I conjectured that the Directors intended a further classi- 
fication of the prisoners than that which then prevailed, and a 
total separation of the best or exemplary class from the others. 

In a few days after, Mr. Hay, the Governor, informed me that 
the exemplary men were to be sent to Camden, and that it was 
the desire of 'the Directors that I should go with them. I con- 
fess the announcement gave me some chagrin, as I had gone 
through great labour in organizing the Spike Island school, and 
in writing out and preparing the accounts. I, of course, sub- 
mitted to the will of my superiors ; and, after taking stock ot 
books, &c., and handing them over to Mr. Eourke, whom I left 
in charge of the school, I proceeded to Camden on the 30th ot 
January, 1856, where the exemplary men had been previously 

I had to instruct the prisoners in both Carlisle and (Mmden, 
but had my residence in the latter Fort, in order that I 
have an opportunity of teaching and lecturing there every mght. 

I will now give some particulars respecting Camden retormatory. 
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go™™ r been more ii^ediately_ connected, and wffl 

Prison. next refer in due course to Carlisle and Spike Island schools 
17 r . X niformed by the Visiting Directors and by Maior Atkins 
tiilaer’sRelori. ^ cal Inspector, that the Camden prisoners -were to he 

treated rather as persons out in the world, labourine for their 
subsistence by day, and attending schools and mechanics’ insti 
tntes to receive instructions and hear lectures when their dailv 
toil was over; but in a short time I found that night teaching 
alone would be ineffectual, because a number of them were 
weak-sighted, being rather aged, and after the severe tofl of the 
day, using the crowbar, sledge, and bai-row in the quai-ries 
they had not much taste for instructions, but preferred goino-to 
rest, for- which I did not blame them; for, though in towns 
mechanics and ai'tizans attend lectures by night and improve 
themselves, from the nature of their emplovment it is not so 
toilsome as that of the quarry-man and barrow-man, such as our 
men are. I then divided the number provided with aocommo- 
datioiyn Camden, viz., eighty-eight, into four- equal sections 
and distnbtited my time as follows :_on Monday mornino-f 
took the first section of twenty-one, which I taught from iihie 
to two o’clock, or dinner hour; on Monday afternoon I tauo-k 
a second section of twenty-one, until four o’clock, p.m„ Sid 
lectured all for an hour after work; on Tuesday I went to 
Carlisle, where I pursued a com-se somewhat similar, and taueht 
ha f the number there— about forty-two— until three or fbui- 

0 clock p^m., and then returned to Camden (by the boat sent 
speciahy for me from Spike Island), where I taught or lectured 
a.11 the prisoners for an hour or more after they had given over 
the labour of the day; on Wednesday I taught the two remain- 
ing sections of twenty-one each, in Camden, respectively, from 
nme to twelve and from one to four, p.m., and taught or 
lectured all in the prison for an hour after work; on Thmsday 

1 went to Carlisle and taught the remaining half_about fortv- 
two— of the prisoners there until three or four o’clock, p.m. 
i^en I returned to Camden, and taught or lectured for an horn’ 
^er work ; on Friday I proceeded to Spike Island by the boat, 
sent specially for me, where I taught, examined, and made sug- 

° ^ returned to Camden, 

and taught or lectaed for an hour after work ; on Saturday 
evemng I assembled the whole of Camden school, and taugM 
thein for nearly two hours, the morning being applied to the 
rS® accounts. I thus spent two wZle days in 

Camden, and one in Spike Island, imparting 
instmctions, affording each prisoner in Camden three hours day 
rnstiucuons, and six Iiom-s night instructions, in the week, only 
trespassing on their working tune three hours weekly, or half an 
hour daily. _ About the 12th of May last, Carlisle beZmeapre- 
mJnt reformatory for Camden, and on the appofrt- 

I gave him the necessary 
instructions; and, finding him both competent and zealous, I 

® confined myself to Camden, with the 

exception of one day per week, which (weather permitting) I 
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spend in Spike Island. I can now afford eack prisoner six Spike Isianb 
hours daily and six hours nightly instruction per week, only 
trespassing on the working time six hours weekly, or one hour ■ — ’ 

daily. As it is contemplated to increase the numbers at both 
Forts, on account of the additional accommodation afforded by * ' 

the iron houses, it would be very desirable that a distinct apart- 
ment should be appropriated in each Fort as aschool and lecture 
room, which would render the instructions far more effective. 

Of the wisdom and prudence of classifying the convicts, and 
separating the well-disposed ff’om the viciously inclined, I think 
our prison here affords convincing evidence — if evidence were 
wanted to convince any who have read the Apostle’s admoni- 
tions, “ Brethren, be not deceived, evil communications corrupt 
good manners." For a month or two after the exemplary men 
were sent here, a casual observer would say that they ill deseiwed 
the character, were he to perceive all their foibles and murmur- 
ings ; but the man who studies human nature is well aware tha,t 
these faults occur, and may be found among society in general, 
and yet, on the whole, we do not nor should not pronounce the 
community wicked in consequence. About the 7th of February 
last (1856) some exemplary men came here from Spike Island, 
who had been sent home from Bermuda, under the impression 
that they were to obtain immediate liberty, but being detained 
they murmured and complained tliat faith had been broken with 
them ; these murmurings seem to have arisen more from mis- 
conceptions and defective training than from any wilful perversity. 

The elements of dissatisfaction thus generated were beginning 
to insinuate themselves into the minds and acts of the other 
prisoners (whose conduct in general contrasted forcibly and 
favourably with those from Bermuda) ; but the religious instruc- 
tions and admonitions of their chaplains, the good sense and 
forbearance of the principal warder, and the other warders in 
charge of them, together with the moral and literary instruc- 
tions imparted in the school, soon convinced them that all con- 
nected with their management had their welfare at heart ; the 
feelings of discontent abated, a better spirit was evoked, and 
they became more susceptible of luoral and religious impressions, 
so that they are now governed hy the finer feelings and by the 
affections more than by restraint or official control — ^they labom- 
well and cheerfully, they pay attention to their school duties, 
and are punctual in attending morning and evening prayers, 
and other religious obligations. 1 have frequently stolen, un- 
observed, under their windows in the mornings and evenings, 
when they were not under the restraint of an officer, and was 
edified at their attentioir to their prayers and books. I might 
hear a coarse or vulgar expression, hut notlung culpable; in 
this respect their conduct is far more reserved than very many 
among society even of a better grade. 

Were they subjected to a rigorous examination in literary 
subjects, their progress might appear slow (for many of them 
were aged men of blunted intellect, and speaking only the Irish 
language) ; but this would be an unfair test, for most of them 
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Spike Island have acquired much useful information, though incapable of 
answering correctly for want of expression, Men who cannot 
— ■ read or write so as to gain much information from books, have 

mSiJfitViKrt. taught orally and by lecture, something of life in general, 

' and are partially educated. It is both amusing and ediiying to 
hear these old men teaching each other geography by pointing 
out on the maps the several countries, under the Irish names for 
the different colours that mai'k them. Those rvho have learned 
to read, and who also speak Irish, very generally translate the 
subjects and substance of their lessons into Irish for those who 
have failed to learn to read. There was a remai’kahle instance 
of the effects of application and perseverance in the case of 
S. C., an old stolid man, scarcely able to utter a word of 
English, and not knowing a letter in the alphabet; yet, such a 
desire had he to learn to read that he applied himself day 
and night to the book, and though extremely dull and slow, in 
the course of a few months he could read a First and Second 
Book, and was reading the Sequel when discharged ; not only 
did he improve himself, but he became the medium of improve- 
ment to a man named R., and other aged men, who baffled 
all attempts to teach them in English, for he translated for them 
at night what he had learned dm-iug the day. 

A special report is required from me on the conduct and dis- 
positions of every prisoner liberated in this prison. I fear that, 
however well founded my opinions may he,, that in many in- 
stances they will not he borne out by the future conduct of some 
of them ; for though in general they are good labourers, yet it 
is probable that some few of them will not bend to lahoiu- when 
they leave this, especially if they cannot find employment so 
remunerative as to afford them a fair support ; there are others, 
and by far the greater number, who will not he able to procure 
constant employment on account of existing prejudices against 
them, and a dearth of work in this country, except in spring and 
harvest. The wise man prays, “ Send me neither riches nor 
poverty;” and Dean Swiftideclares that the little spark of rirtue 
to he found in this life is amongst the middle ranks of mankind, 
who are neither allured out of its paths by ambition, nor driven 
by poverty. With such testimonies before us, can it be expected 
that the ordeal of want and privations will not he too keen for 
some of our discharged convicts and “ tioket-of-leave men;" 
liowever, it is cheering to find, that many noble and eminent 
philanthropists are forming beneficent societies to provide means 
of employment for such as cannot otherwise obtain it ; nothing 
would be more effectual in that way than some Government 
public works, which would afford constant employment, and 
prevent many from relapsing into crime. 

I have watched with much anxiety the reports of offences 
noticed in the public journals, and feel proud in stating that 
not an individual sent out from Camden has re-apipeared upon 
the wild commons of guilt (as far as I can hear), which omens 
well for the future of the institution. I have likewi.se read 
much in the journals and periodicals of the day, all going to 
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prove that the amendment of life, which is assumed or expected 
in our convict prisons, is hut apparent ; and that the deeds of pmsox.' 
the “tioket-of-leave men” prove that they have heen consmnniate 
pypocrites — that they have imposed on chaplains, teacheis, and .master sHej^oTt. 
other officers in order to effect their liheratioii, which having 
obtained, they returned to their former dishonest courses. 

This may have occurred in many instances ; but I am of opinion, 
that if statistics were furnished of all that have been liberated 
on “tiokets-of-leave,” those of that class who fell again into 
crime would form but a small per centage. The exaggerations 
of the newspapers mu.st have arisen from confounding all con- 
victs that have been set at liberty at the end of their sentences 
with “ticket-of-leave men,” and designating them by the latter 
name. The attainment of liberty is indeed the great incentive 
to good conduct amongst the convicts of all classes; and in 
order to effect their purpose they must discontinue their evil 
ways, and submit to a long and strict course of discipline, 
durlno- which they receive religious and moral instructions, 
whicir lead to purer motives and better results; for if they are 
once brought to that degree of reflection which enables them to 
live according to discipline and rule for a considerable period, 
it is to be hoped that they will continue so — except under more 
than ordinary trials, which may cause them to degenerate. 
Transportation has been recommended ; but if resorted to again, 

I conceive that a great improvement could he effected by tram- 
ing, educating, and classifying the convicts according to fye 
present .system in this country, and then sending them to finish 
their servitude in the colonies, where tickets of licence could he 
safely extended to the exemplary classes. 

The development of the intellects, and the tmmmg of aged, 
and almost inflexible minds from their natural bias, must he a 
task of some magnitude, yet I have succeeded in rendering my 
instructions efficient in that way by consulting the several tastes, 
by analyzing and explaining the simplest and^ most familiar 
subjects, and by selecting that kind of instrnotion most likely 
to he practicable and useful through life ; but above all, show- 
iiig t)y conclusions and morals, drawn from the simplest lessons 
in our national school books, how perverse and^ grossly mis- 
taken they have been in most of their preconceived opinions, 
never omitting, when expedient, to place before them the 
beneficence of Providence, the admirable mechanism and just 
arrangement of all the works of the Creator, the neces.sify 
of reo-ular government, the evils resulting fi'om its want in 
savaal countries, and the iniquity of violating the laws^ of 
society, thereby thwarting Providence, and paining and injuring 
our fellow beings. These principles I do not very frequently 
inculcate by a formal lecture, as I find, by experience, it would 
he attributed to interested motives, being an officer m the pay 
of the government, and would not have the desired eftect-— but 
I do it rather incidentally; for in reading the lessons contained 
in the national school hooks (which we use), the explanations 
warrant and admit of such conclusions ; they are not, thereiore, 
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cToTernment generally received and treasured up in tbe 

Sso”™’' mind. 

— The mode of lecturing or conveying instructions which I 
mSuml^'ort. generally pursue is that approved of by Doctor Whately in the 
preface to his “Lessons on Eeasoning,” viz.: — First, proposino- 
questions, and ascertaining what the prisoners know of the 
given subject; secondly, giving instructions and explanations; 
thirdly, examinations; and lastly, recapitulation of the instruc- 
tions in a very concise form, summing up the essential prin- 
ciples necessary to he impressed on, and retained by the mind. 

The time allowed for school during the day is employed in 
teaching the several classes spelling, reading, explanations of 
lessons, arithmetic, grammar, geography, &c. ; and the hour 
every evening is applied to simultaneous 'instructions, or lectur- 
ing and writing alternately. 

The subjects for which they have most taste are reading, 
writing, and aritlimetic ; and as these are the most likely to be 
beneficial to them through life, I have encouraged that taste, 
and paid much attention to those branches. The maps of the 
world, and of its several countries, are not used for the mere 
purpose of teaching geography, but serve as great books of 
history, chronology, and morality: because, by their means I 
bring vividly and practically before the mind the rise and fall 
of empires, nations, and individuals; the manners, customs, 
failitigs, vh-tues, resources, industrial pursuits, &c., of the dif 
ferent nations exhibited on them; the advantages arising from 
international intercourse and commerce; the mutual depend- 
ence of nations and individuals ; and the folly of national and 
personal antipathies. 

Man, as a social being, I make the subject of my lecture in 
the following order: — 

1st. Man, as a provident being, acquires property. 

2nd. The necessity of forming a social compact to protect 
that property. 

3rd. The direful effects of violating that compact, which, if 
unrestrained by laws, would resolve society into its original 
elements, and reduce mankind to the state violence in w'hich 
they were before the flood. 

4th. The obligation every man is under to support the 
compact. 

5th. The duties we owe to ourselves and to society, even in 
a rational and moral sense, viz. : — -1st. To endeavour to support 
ourselves by industry. 2nd. To strive to see and know our 
faults and pi’opensities, that we may overcome them. 3rd. To 
do as much good to our fellow beings as lies within our pro- 
vince.^ 4th. To avoid sowing discord and dissension among 
mankind by the removal of stories, and such imprudent con- 
versations. _ 5th. To have a general good will and wish for all 
manltind without exception. 6th. To avoid bad company and 
its baneful influence, ^th. To abstain from intoxicating drinks. 
8th. Sweetness of temper, and Idndness towards the members 
of our own family, and in our domestic circle. 9th. The neces- 
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sity of governing our passions, and subjecting diem to reason 
and religion ; particularly avoiding four evil habits of the 
tongue, namely — ^lies, censures and detraction of our neigh- 
bom-3, obscene discom-ses, and cursing. ^ajs^plrt. 

I frequently stimulate the men here to the futm-e practice of 
provident and industrial habits, by bringing under their notice 
the great things accomplished by such persons as William 
Hutton, and others; by pointing out the necessity of self- 
reliance, as all other expectations of aid from friends or dis- 
honest sources become failures in the end; by recommending 
each to apply liimself to some pm-suit for "which he e-vinces a 
taste ; by explaining the necessity of husbanding our time pro- 
perly, by making the . changes from one occupation to another 
serve as so many recreations ; and by various other instructions 
which every day’s experience suggests. 

In teacliing agricultm-e, I adopt a method wliich is rather 
the converse of that usually followed, as I first introduce to 
them the unskilful mode of farming pursued in the neighbour- 
hood of the prison, and the improvements that could be effected 
by levelling ditches, draining, deep digging, rotation of crops, 
house-feeding, drilling, and a careful preservation of manures. 

I next pu-oceed to the prinoi])le.s of the science of agriculture, 
explaining by illustrations and instances, the simple and com- 
pound organic and inorganic substances, the volatile and fixed 
ingredients in vegetables ; the substances that the atmosphere 
and rams suprjDly, and those -which must he added to the land 
in consequence of the exhaustion caused by cropping. It may 
not be amiss to state here, that if it were expedient to employ 
the convicts, in general, at trades and agriculture, I am oon- 
wnced it would contribute to humanize, improve, and prepare 
them for the sort of labour they will have to perform -when 
liberated. They question the utility of fortifications and such 
works, but admit the benefits of trade and agriculture, and 
would therefore pay more attention to them. 

As many of them would emigi-ate if they had the means, I 
recommend them to prefer Canada to the United States, 
because wages are higher, the moral tone of society is better, 
and there is no antipathy to an Irishman in that colony. I 
advise them to pn-oceed to Austi-alia in preference to either; 
but I find that emigrants, in general, go to those localities 
where their friends have pu-eviously settled. The preparations 
and parecautions necessary before leaving Ireland, dm-ing the 
voyage, and after landing, I very fi-eqnently read for them 
from Vere Foster’s “Information for the use of intending 
Emigrants.” 



On the 30th day of January, 18£6, there were in Cam- 
den, of the exemplary class, 

Admitted during the remainder of the yeai- 1856 : — 

From. Spike Island, 

From Carlisle, 



Total on books. 



. 281 
E 2 
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CtOVERNMRNT 
Prison. 

Head School- 
masicr*s Hefiort, 



6i! ' Third Anuml TLt^ori th» Lirreten 

Biscliargecl and sent to Dublin during the year ending 



31st December, 1856, 184 

Sent to infirmary and did not return, .... 7 

Sent to Spike Island for slight offences, ... 4 

Eemaining in Camden on the 31st December, 1856, . 86 

Total on books, 281 



Of tliese who were discharged, a dozen have written to the 
Principal Warder, to the other warders, and to me, in which 
they express gratitnde for the kindness and forbearance with 
wliich they have been treated in prison, and for the adrdee and 
instructions they received. Some of them were employed at 
good wages ; others lacked employment, and were seeking for 
it; and one of them was enlisted in the Royal Sappers and 
Miners — all promised never to depart from an upright course. 

Return showing the numbers of the several classes on books on 
the 30th January, 1856, the admissions and discharges, the 
numbers remaining on 31st December last, and promotion.s in 
reading, writing, and arithmetic : — 



Classes. 


No. on 
books 
30tU 
January, 
185G. 


Ailmittod 
for tho 
year. 


Total. 


Dis- 
charged 
and sent 
to Spike, 
Dublin, 
&c. 


Rom am- 
ing 31st 
Di'ociu- 
bor, 
1856. 


Total.- 


Reading — 














First Book, 


23 


49 


72 


38 


9 


47 


Second. Book, , 


18 


66 


84 


so 


27 


77 


Sequel, ... 


- 


3 


3 


17 


14 


31 


Third Book, . . 


5 


45 


50 


29 


_ 


29 


Fourth Book, . 


13 


59 


72 


61 


3G 


97 


Total on books, 


59 


222 


281 


195 


86 


281 


Whiting on. paper and slates — 














Unable to write, 


11 


8 


19 


16 


1 


17 


Letters, .... 


31 


113 


144 


39 


6 


45 


Words 




14 


14 


50 


39 


89 


Small-hand, 


17 


87 


104 


90 


40 


130 


Total on books, 


59 


222 


281 


195 


86 


281 


Arithmetic — 














Making figures, 


48 


117 


165 


48 


8 


56 


Simple rules, 


4 


70 


74 


111 


61 


172 


Compound rules, 


4 


17 


21 


10 


5 


15 


Proportion, 


2 


14 


16 


11 


8 


19 


Practice, &c., . 


1 


4 


5 


15 


4 


19 


Total on books, 


59 


222 


281 


195 


86 


281 



Promotions during the year 1856 : — 



Reading classes — 
In First Book, . 


. 25 


Reading classes — continued. 
Third to Fourth Class, 


, 23 


From First to Second, 


. 19 




__ 


Second to Sequel, 


. 38 


Total promoted, 


, 108 


Sequel to Third Class, 


■ ■ 3 
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AritTimetic — continued. Spike Island 

From letters to worcls, . 87 From simple to oompoimd rules, 1 9 Koveenm nt 

From words to rouud-liand, 30 From compoimd rules to P biso n. 

Fromround-liandtosmall-liand, 61 Proportion, . . ^ ® //etui &iool- 

Proportion to Practice, . 9 master's Report. 

Total promoted, . 178 

Total promoted, . 1 80 

Arithmetic — 

To make figures, . . 68 Total promotions in reading, 

From figures to simple rules, 33 writing, and arithmetic, . 466 

In simpile rules, ... 36 



Sections 1, 2, and 3, of Return, show that of 195 discharged, 
and eighty-six remaining, an average of 150 of the former, and 
seventy-eight of the latter, read, write, and know some arith- 
metic. 

Grammar is taught orally in the course of the reading lessons. 
Those avho read Second Books and Sequels generally know the 
noun, verb, and adjective; and the Third and Ronrth Classes 
are instructed in the parts of speech, parsing, and writing from 
dictation. . 

The rudiments of mathematical, physical, and political geo- 
graphy are taught by lecture and from” maps. Of the eighty-aix 
now in Camden, eighty have a fair knowledge of the maps of the 
World, Europe, Ireland, and the Ancient World. 

The meanings of words are tan^ht in the e.xplaining of the les- 
sons ; spelling books and dictionaries are also distributed through 
the prison, and are very generally used. 

The proficiency in the schools I consider satisfactory ; hut a 
farther degree of improvement may be expected in future, as the 
advanced state of education in all the convict prisons must 
iuHuence each of them, on account of the Iransmissions of 
prisoners, who will have their intellects developed and their 
minds prepared for instructions. The very old men are now 
'nearly discharged from the prisons here, and the improvement 
made" will give" a higher average in future, as the teacher’s time 
has been devoted to them without much apparent advancement, 
which will ap]iear from the following statement of the a'veiage 
ages of the school classes here : — 

Yearfi. 



First or Spelling Class, . . 
Heading — Second Book of Lessons, 
„ Sequel Book, 

„ . Tliii'd Book, 

„ Fourth Book, . 



40-157 

29-857 

28-38 

28‘3 

28-445 



XliG beneficial effects of Carlisie, as a ti’aiuing is evident 
from tlie men received bere from it, who have tlie advantage in 
behaviour over those sent directly from Spiive Island. ^ 

The schoolmaster there furnishes me with full particulais of 
the classification, conduct, and dispositions of all transmitted 
here from Ckirlisle, which assist me in forming a proper estimate 
of them when maldug my reports at their discharge. 

As all my observations on Camden school may , iii some degree, 
refer to Carlisle also, I have only to add, that I forward here- 
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Spike Island witli the observations and statistics furnished hv Mr. Evan tho 
teacher there. " ^ 

— - Before I removed from Spike Island I wrote in a Sugeestion 
mTsfJflul'ort. guidance of the teachers there, which, as far 

as practicable under circumstances, have been put into operation 
by the teachers, Mr. Eom’ke and Mr. M‘Cartan, who have 
laboured diligently during the year, and whose exertions must 
be productive of beneficial results. I visit that school once a 
week, except in stormy weather, and examine the accounts and 
several of the classes ; I also make my observations in the Suo’- 
gestion Book. I believe that a steady progress has been made 
dui’ing the year, as will appear from Mr. Eourke’s report and 
statistics, which I herewith forward. 

In conclusion, I take the liberty of expressing my gratitude 
to you. Gentlemen; to Major Atk'ins, the Local Inspector; to 
Peter Hay, Esq., the Governor ; and to the several Chaplains, 
for the kindness and urbanity with which I have been treated’ 
and for the facilities afforded me. I cannot omit mentioning my 
obligations to the prin,cipal and other Warders of Camden and 
Carlisle Forts, for the assistance they have given me in the dis- 
charge of my duties. 

I ain. Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

Michael Haeolb, 

Head Schoolmaster of Camden, Carlisle, 
and Spike Island Convict Schools. 

To the Dh'ectors of Convict 
Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

F ort Carlisle, 
January 6, 1856. 

Deak Sie, In sending the enclosed particulars respecting 
the state of this school for the past year, I beg, at your request, 
to otter a few remarks on the literary, moral, and religions 
progress of the men attending it, together with some observa- 
tions which the working of the school has suggested to me. 

I took charge of the school on the 12th of August, when I 
found It in admirable working order, supplied with all the 
apparatus for teaching, and the pupils iiroperly classified ; hence, 
i bad no delay m commencing my labours. Since that time I 
have endeavoured, to the best of my abdities, to give them a 
knowledge of the elements of reading, writing, arithmetic, gram- 
mar, and geography. How far I have been successful, you 
have had several opportunities from time to , time of testing. 
Ibe obstacles to be overcome in giving these men the most 
superficial knowledge of these absti-act subjects ai-e e.xceedingly 
nu^merous, but to the judicious teacher they vanish “ like the 
tabncs ot a vision, leaving only a wreck behind.” 

Their proficiency, in general, has been pretty fair, particularly 
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in writing and arithmetio. These subjects, being more or less Shke Island 
mechanical, do not so much require the exercise of the reasoning 

faculties as reading, grammar, &c. In arithmetic, the only ^ 

obstacle is the mastering of the multiplication table; that once 
overcome, the rest becomes quite easy. On the whole, I am 
much pleased with the progress, and with the attention, for- 
bearance, and general demeanour of the men while attending 
my instructions, also with the efforts made by them to co-operate 
with me in the work of their advancement. 

What I oon.sider to be the greatest drawback to the effective 
working of the school, is the variety of classes in the small 
number attending daily. If it would not interfere with the 
labour department, I feel assured more good could be effected 
in half the time by admittmg them according to the several 
classes. Another evil is the unsuitableness of the wards for a 
schoolroom, where every object, instead of fixing the attention 
to the subject matter of the lessons, seems to awaken different , 

trains of investigation. 

In my intercourse with the prisoners, I have been careful to 
observe their moral bearings as I’egards their business with me, 
and their relations with one another, and only in one or two 
instances have I discovered any breach of proper decorum. In 
the few instances that came under my notice it arose more from 
former habit than from any desire to give scandal to their 
fellow men ; for, after all, a long time is required to cleanse the 
mind vitiated by the long practice of immorality. 

I know least about the religious progress of the men, as my 
services are not required on a Sunday. On the one or two 
occasions that I had been present with them at divine service, 
the fervour with which they performed their devotions, their 
respect for the sacred ceremonies, and their attention to the 
important truths expounded to them, were such as would do 
credit to a more respectable congregation, and could not fail to 
convince me of the great advance which has been made towards 
their future reformation. 

I am, dear Sir, yours very truly, 

T. Rtan. 

Ml’. M. Harold, Head Teacher, 

Fort Camden. 



[Tabm. 
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Spike Island 
Goveenmekt 
P lLlSON. 



Statistics of Fort Carlisle School for the year eiidiiKf 
31st Deoemher, 185G. ' 



Schoolmaster's 

Rejw't. 



Classes. 


No. of 
Priaonors 
on tho j 
roll on ! 
the 31st : 
of Jan., 


A.dmUtcd| 
during i 
the year ■ 
finding 
3Iat De- 
coiDber, 
ISaf). 


Total. 


Disciiarobd. 


Total. 


;Prisanors 

for 

transfnr 


Removed' 
to i 
Si»ikc. ' 


1 

Removed 

to 

Camden. 


to New 
Rolls, on 
3 1st Doc., 
1851). 


Reading — 
1st Class, 


3 


81 


84 


22 


41 


63 


10 


2nd „ 


15 


103 


118 


47 


39 


86 


32 


3rd „ 


16 


64 


80 


42 


30 


72 


16 


4th „ 


14 


83 


97 


; 35 


39 


74 


26 


Total, 


48 


331 


379 


; 146 


149 


295 


84 


Abithmetic — 
Figures, 


23 


152 


175 


53 


08 


121 


15 


Simple Rules, 


14 


127 


141 


71 


54 


125 


48 


Compound Rules, . 


2 


14 


16 


2 


12 


14 


, 4 


Proportion, . 


9 


29 


38 


9 


8 


17 


9 


Practice, &c., 


- 


9 


9 


11 


7 


18 


8 


Total, 


48 


331 : 


370 


140 


149 


295 


84 


Writing — 
















Slates, . 


3 


81 


84 ' 


22 


41 


63 


15 


Letters, 


16 


H9 


13S 


45 


30 


75 


19 


Worils, 


_ 


12 


12 


10 


23 


33 


16 


Sraall-liJind, 


29 


119 


148 


69 


55 


124 


34 


Total, 


48 


331 


379 


146 


149 


295 


84 


GRAM^UR — 
















Adjective, Roun, 
and Verb, . 


36 


103 


IS9 


47 


30 


86 


32 


Nine Parts of Speech, 


0 


147 


156 


- 77 


69 


146 


42 


Total, 


45 


250 


295 


124 


108 


232 


74 


Geography — 
















Maps only, . 


18 


184 


202 


69 


80 


149 


42 


hlatheraatical and 










Physical, . 


30 


147 


. 177 


77 


09 


146 


42 


Total, 


48 


331 


379 


146 


149 


295 


84 



Pkosiotioits. 



Reading — 

From First to Second Class, 14 



Second to Scf^ucl, . . 15 

Second to Third Class, . 10 

In Tiiird Class, ... 13 

Third to Foui'th Class, . 12 

Total, • . . 64 



Arithmetic — 

From Figures to Simple Rules, 35 

In Simple Rules, . . 143 

From Simple to Compound 
Rules, .... 7 

In Compound Rules, Pro- 
portion, and above, . 35 

Total, . . * 220 
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■Writing — 

From Slates to Letters, . ) 4 

From Letters to Words, . 43 

■Words to Srnall-liantl, . 1 1 

In Small-Land, . . .19 

Total, ... 87 

Grammar — 

To Adjective, Houii, and 

Verb H 

To Nine Parts of Speech, . 22 



ASSISTANT SCHOOLMASTEE’S KEPOET. 

Sciioolmaster's 

Mke Island, Refort. 
January 10, 1857. 

— In compliance witli your instructions, I beg to submit 
the following Report of the %fike Island Convict Prison School 
for the year 1856. 

The literary classification of the prisoners, and the general 
oro-anization of the school, are those which you had adopted, prior 
to%our removal from this establishment in, January, 1856, to 
conduct the educational department of the Fort Camden Refor- 
matory Prison. The system of instruction being a judicious 
combination of the mointorial and simultaneous systems, with as 
much individual teaching as possible, is also that which you had 
pirrsued, and which I believe to be the only one adapted to the 
circumstances of this school. 

Owing to the diminution of the teaching power consequent on 
your removal, I have been obliged to avail myself of the assistance 
of monitors to a greater extent than would perhaps have been 
otherwise desirable; but this dra^ivback I have, in a great mea- 
sure, been able to counteract by frequently visiting and examin- 
ing tbc classes vvliile under monitorial instinction, and by 
selecting none for the office of monitor but persons of steady and 
regukr^habits, and possessing, along with a reasonable amount 
of (Teneral information, an aptitude for, as well as a certain facility 
in,'’iinparting that information to others. In making tliese selec- 
tions, and consequently taking the persons so selected from tlieii 
working classes, I have to acknowledge my obligations to the 
excellent Chief Warder of this prison, Mr. Sporle, for his ready 
and oblio'ing concurrence in any proposals I have had occasion to 
make to\im on the subject. Exclusive of monitors, I have at 
present but one assistant, Mr. M'Cartan, of whose efficient and 
earnest co-operation with me, since his removal to this prison in 
February, 1856, I can only speak in terms of the highest satisy 
faction. The appointment to this school of anotlier teacher of 
equal attention and intelligenco would evidently prove a mate- 
rial acquisition in the intellectual advancement of the prisoners. 

In the course of my instructions to these men during the past 
year, I could pot help being frequently struck with the vast 



Grammar — continued. 

To Etymological Parsing, . 
To Syntactical Parsing, 

Total, 

Geography — 

From Maps to IMathematical 
and Physical, . 

Gross Total, 



Spike Island 
2 Government 
^ Prison. 

Sclioolmasttfs 

42 Report. 



24 

437 
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Spike Isej-nd amount of indifference as to purely scientific or abstract knew 
ledge wMcb existed among them. This I attributed, in the great 
— majority of instances, to two causes : — first, their total ignorance 
of the practical bearing of even the commonest and most nsefcil 
branches of science ; and secondly, a certain absence of moral 
energy or elasticity of character, which would have led them to 
look beyond them present^ degraded position to one of future 
usefulness and respectability, in which knowledge might be 
applied to beneficial purposes. The removal, therefore, 5' these 
causes, and with them, of their necessary and immediate effect^ 
the indifference above-mentioned was a duty to the performance 
of which I felt the necessity of directing my best and most 
earnest efforts. Accordingly I have omitted no opportunity of 
pointing out to these persons the advantages of a good elementary 
education, the various ways in which it may he and has been 
useful, and the folly as weE as wickedness of despairintr to do 
good because of mere temporary reverses or privations. By 
these means, as well as by popularizing the subject of instruction 
so far as to bring it within the easy comprehension of those for 
whom it was intended, I have succeeded to a great extent in not 
only removing the obstacles to, but even in creating a taste for 
useful knowledge. Of this result, the extensive and increasing 
demand for books for the purpose of self-improvement in the 
wards during the evenings, leaves little room to doubt. The 
subjects of which they have thus shown the greatest desire to 
acquire a knowledge, are writing, arithmetic, and geography, in 
which their progress during the year has been very satisfactory. 
English grammar, meanings of words by derivation, and spelling 
from dictation, I have also made the subject of frequent instruc- 
tion, and with almost equally satisfactory results. In teaching 
arithmetic I was obliged in a great majority of instances to begin 
with the very principles of notation and numeration ; by making 
them thoroughly acquainted with which, I prepared the way for 
easy progress through the remaining elementary rules. The 
methods of teaching grammar and geography to which 1 invari- 
ably resorted, were those recommended by that distinguished 
scholar and educationist, Dr. Sullivan, to whose admh-able 
works on these and other subjects, the cause of education in this 
country is so deeply indebted. In addition to the school books 
wmen Ihave largely clistributed among the prisoners at their own 
request, and of -which I am in a position to say, that many are 
making an excellent use in their "wards every evening after 
wotIc ; there is also a large number of volumes, from the Prison 
Library, in constant circulation among them. I am of opinion, 
however, that tliey do not derive so much advantage from the 
perusal of these works as might at first be imagined; the sub- 
jects, m many instances, not being popularly treated, and conse- 
quently not adapted to men of but very partially developed intel- 
lects, such as prisoners generally are. 

The school hours during the summer division of the year 
were from half-past seven till a quarter to twelve o’clock, a.m., 
or the morning class, and for the evening attendance, from one 
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till five o’clock, p.m. ; during the winter months the hours for Spike island 
opening and closing school each day have varied, respectively, 
from half-past seven till nine o’clock, a.in., and from five tiH four — 
o’clock, p.ni. 

The arrangements for the attendance of the prisoners at school Refort. 
are such as to afford to each man only one halfrday’s instruction 
in the school per week ; hut, in addition to this, the several pri- 
soners are vdsited in regular succession by myself and Mr. 

M'Cartan for an hour every evening, when we as.si,st and en- 
courage self-application to study, by simultaneous and frequently 
also by individual teaching. In general the orderly and res- 
pectful deportment of the prisoners during their attendance at 
school, and the attention with which they received instruction 
in their classes, were marked and gratifying. Nor can I omit 
this opportunity of bearing testimony to the highly efficient and 
satisfactory manner in which the School Warder, Mr. Sheehan, 
has acquitted himself of the duties of his position. 

The District Inspector of National Schools, Jolm E. Sheridan, 

Esq., has three times visited and examined this school during 
the last year. 

Frequent visits have also been made by the prison authorities 
and the Chaplains of each denomination, to all of whom I beg to 
express my sincere thanks for the lively interest they have evinced 
in the successful working of the school department. 

Annexed are the school statistics for the year 1856, to which 
I beg to direct your attention. 

I am, Sh, your obedient servant, 

Philip Roueke, in charge. 

Mr. Harold, Head Teacher, &c. 



Retuen showing the Numbers in the several Classes on Register, StatUHa. 
31st December, 1855 ; the Admissions and Removals from this 
Prison, including the Discharges, Removals to Forts and else- 
where; the Numbers remaining on the 31st December, 1856 ; 
and Progress in Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Grammar, 
Geography, &c., &c. : — 



Classes. 


No. on 
Register 
Slat 

hocember, 

1855. 


. Admitted 
during 
the year. 


Total. 


Eemored 
from this 
prison 
during the 
year, 
inoluding 
discharges. 


Bemaining 
on the 
31st 

Deoemher, 

1856. 


1 

, Total. 


REAiiiisra — 
Pirst Book, 


388 


248 


636 


302 


159 


461 


Second Book, . . 


266 


211 


477 


264 


216 


480 


Sequel, . 


_ 


59 


59 


95 


92 


187 


Third Book, . 


240 


172 


412 


231 


171 


402 


Fourth Book, . 


210 


211 


421 


240 


235 


475 


Total, 


1,104 


901 


2,005 


1,132 i 


873 


2,005 
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Spike Island Rbtukn showing the Numbers on Register, &c 

Government 


— continued. 


Prison. 








Removed 






— 


No. on 






from this 


Remaining 




StalUtica. 


Eogistor 


Adniittoil 




prison 


on I ho 




Classes. 


Slat 


during 


Total. 


during the 


Slse 


Total. 




December, 


the year. 




year, 


Dccenihor, 






1855. 






including 


1850. 












discharges. 






Writing on paper and 














slates — 














Unable to write, 


388 


248 


636 


302 


159 


461 


Letters, . 


398 


230 


628 


299 


280 


588 


Words, . 


118 


209 


327 


282 


65 


347 


Small- hand, . 


200 


214 


414 


249 


360 


609 


Total, 


1,104 


901 


2,005 


1,132 


873 


2,005 


Arithmetic — 














Making figures, 


667 


560 


1,227 


817 


276 


1,093 


Simple rules, . 


350 


193 


543 


164 


464 


628 


Compound rules, . 


13 


57 


70 


19 


38 


57 


Proportion, . 


44 


56 


100 


78 


57 


J35 


Practice, ^tc., . 


30 


35 


65 


54 


38 


92 


Total, 


1,104 


901 


2,005 


.1,132 


873 


2,005 



Peogress during the year 1856 : — 

Spelling and Reading — Wrlling — continued, 

From alphabet to reading in Large-hand to small-hand, . 195 

First Book, . . . 33fi 

First to Second Book, . . 175 Total, , . 585 

Second Book to Sequel, . 172 

Seguel to Third Book, . 44 Arithmetic 

Third Book to Fourth, . 54 Learned to make figures, . 200 

Figures to Simple Rules, . 177 

Total, . . 781 Simple to Compound Rules, 93 

. . Compound Rules to Propor- 

W riting — ^ tion and above, . . 82 

Learned to -write on slates, 175 

■Writing on slates to large- Total, . . 552 

hand on paper, . .215 

Grammar — 

Learned the Noun, Adjective, and Verb, . . 400 

From N oun, Adjective, and Verb, to Nine Parts of Speech, 223 
From Nine Parts of Speech to Etymological Parsin«^ 30 
From Etymological to Syntacticid Parsing, . ° . 6 

Total, . . .... 659 

Geography — 

Instructed on Map of World, . . , ( 353 - 

From Map of World to Rudiments of Geography’ 

Mathematical and Physical, . .211 

Have received instructions for the first time in Men- 
suration of Supei'ficies, .... 8 

Have received instnictions for the fii’st time in Ele- 
ments of Geometry, .... 8 

Have rcceived instructions for the first time in Algebra, 

Simple and Quadratic Equations, . . . 7 
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9 of tliii Bbxabiuhmbbi for the year ending Slat March, 1880. 



1, To Balance in favour of the PutUc, 

I, To Her Majesty’s Treoaury, . i£2S, 
„ Salaries “refunJedbyNaval 
and W^ar Deuortmentson 
account of CuapUin,” 

„ PtovUiona, “ Bread Sales,” . 

„ Contlugcncies, 

„ Manufactures, 

„ MedioalOomforts,‘'toWar* 
ders inHoroital," . 

„ ForfeitoreofCasliconeealed 
on persons of Prisoners, . 



„ Fuel and light, 

„ Kepiurs and Alterations of 

„ Contingencies, 

„ Furniture and Utensils, 



Instruments. 

I Medical Comforts and Ex- 
tras for Sick, 

, Cash and Clotliing to Pri- 
soners on discharge, 

„ Pi'ison Clotbine, . 

, Soap and Wasuing, 

., Officers’ Clothing, . 

„ Advertising, 

, GratuitytoarotiredOfficer, 



Payments on account of Spike Island Piisoi 

, Bermuda Prieoneisoo discharge, 

, GibralUr Prisoners on discharge, . 
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Return of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed, and 
disposed ofi for Year commencing 1st January, and ending 
31st December, 1856. 

1856, January 1st, in custody, . . 1,433 

Committed from Bermuda, . . 236 

„ Mouutjoy, . . 230 

„ Newgate, . . 85 

„ Philipstown, . . 71 

„ Gibraltar, via Millbank, 9 

„ Gibraltar, via Gosport, 2 

Committed for Year ending 31st December, 1855 633 

Total, , 2,066 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 



1856, December 31st, remaining in custody, 
Discbarged (free pardon), 

,, (on orders of licence) 
Removed to Bermuda, 

„ Philipstown, 

„ Mountjoy, 

„ Smithfield, . . 

„ Cork County Gaol, 

„ DundrumLunatic Asylum, 

Died, . . . . 



1,050 

549 

18i 

100 

112 

24 

26 

6 

6 

12 

1,016 



Total, , 2,066 



Return of Crimes (in conformity with Gaol Returns) of 1,050 
Convicts in custody, December 31st, 1856 



Murder, .... 33 

Shooting at, with intent to kill, 5 

Manslaughter, . 8 

Unlawful assembling, . . 7 

Rape, 3 

Assault, with intent to commit 

Rape 1 

Assault with, intent to Maim, 2 

Assault endangering Life, , 3 

Assault and Robbery, . . 11 

Highway and other Robberies, 49 

icious and grievous Assaults, 8 
Attempt to Poison, . . 1 

Perjury, . . . . 1 

Forgeiy, .... 4 

Arson, 24 

Attempt at Arson inWorkhouse, ] 
Burglary, .... 287 

Felony, .... 82 

Housebreaking and Larceny, . 29 

Larceny, .... 271 

Stealing from Person, . 27 

Receiving Stolen Goods, . 42 

Obtaining Goods under false 
pretences, .... 1 

Obtaining Money under false 

pretences, . , • , 1 



Sacrilege 5 

Embezzlement, ... 3 

Bigamy, .... 2- 

Attack on Police Barrack, . 1 

Assaulting Habitation, , . 4 

Assaulting Habitation, Rob- 
bery of a Gun and assault, . 1 

BreaHng Gaol, ... 1 

Escaping from Kilkenny Gaol, 1 

AdministermgUnlawful Oath, 1 

Coining, and uttering Base 
Coin, .... 4 

Cattle Stealing, ... 71 

Cattle miling, ... 2 

Sheep Stealing, ... 41 

Killing Sheep, ... 7 

Horse Stealing, . . .12 

Ass Stealing, ... 2 

Pig Stealing, ... 3 

Goat Stealing, ... 1 

Vagrancy, . . • . . 1 

Stealing from Dwelling, 3 

MrC-ITART. 

Violence to Superior Officer, . 3 



Total, , . 1,050 
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Return of tte Sentences, and Ages, on Conyiction, of 1,050 
Convicts in custody, December 31st, 1856. 



SENTENCES. 



SENTENCES. 



4 years’ penal servl 




7 year’s’ transporta 




Under 20 years, 


. 413 




tucle, 


319 


tion, 


180 


20 and under 25 


, 335 


5 „ 


„ 


1 


10 „ 


410 


25 




30 


. 138 


6 „ 




29 


>2 „ 


1 


30 




35 


. 58 


7 „ 




2 


14 


15. 


35 




40 


. 45 


8 ,, 


„ 


1 


13 


59 


40 




50 


. 43 








20 „ 


2 


50 




60 


. 15 








Life, 


31 


60 




70 


. 2 








- 





70 




80 


. 1 






352 




698 












Total, . 


. 


. 1,050 






Total, 




1.030 



MOUNTJOY GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



GOYBENOB’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Government Prison, 
February 6, 1857. 

GENitEHEN, — I have the honour to submit my report and 
statistics of this prison for the year- 1856. 

In the general management of the establishment the same 
course has been pursued as that adopted in the precedmg year. 
Every reasonable indulgence compatible with the rules has been 
granted to prisoners who were apparently well disposed, or 
deserving of lenity ; and no privilege withheld save from those 
who evinced a turbulent and refractory spirit ; nor were 
rigorous measures resorted to except when remonstrance and 
advice had failed. 

I have observed that, within the last few years, many of the 
convicts in custody here were, comparatively speaking, less 
tractable and more reckless in their conduct than those who 
were formerly received. Whether this circumstance is owing 
to the substitution of penal servitude in lieu of transportation 
for seven and ten years, or whether, under this change in the 
penal Act, the system is sufficiently deterrent in its nature, are 
questions not properly within my province to resolve. Never- 
theless, the generality of prisoners recently committed from the 
county and city gaols have heeu orderly and well conducted, 
with the exception of the juveniles, whom I have found to he 
the most troublesome class of prisoners, and who emulate with 
each other in comrnitting all kinds of mischief, and endeavouring 
to elude the vigilance of the officers. ° 

Those unfortunate boys, for the most part schooled from their 
infancy in crime, and frequently impidsoned for acts of petty 
larceny, are so vicious in their propensities, that measm-es of a 
summary and stringent description, appear to he, in most cases, 
absolutely necessary for their present control and future amend- 
ment. 

The prison offences during the present year have been very 



Spike Isund 
Government 

PutSON. 

Siatiitici. 



AIountjot 

Government 

Prison. 

Oowmor’a 

Report. 
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numerous, a circumstance wliicli, in a great measure, may te 
attributed to tlie auginentsition in tlie number of boys, as also to 
an increase in that of adult convicts of bad character sent here 
to undergo a term of penal discipline for misconduct at the 
other depots. Many of those were insolent in their demeanour 
towards the prison officers ; but the latter are strictly enjoined 
to use the utmost forbearance, as in dealing with prisoners, of 
every class, good temper is most effectual in the prevention of 
crime. 

The adult prisoners, during their probation of nine months, 
have, as usual, been occupied in picking oakum and cocoa fibre 
in their separate cells; and the juveniles employed at their 
respective trades of tailoring and shoemaking in the workshops 
of the prison. The recent arrangement, sanctioned h}^ your 
Board, to remove badly conducted boys from the workshops in 
question, and place them in separate compartments white at 
woi’k, will, I am confident, have a salutary effect, both as a 
punishment to those who are disorderly and idly inclined, as well 
as prevent the possibility of their disturbing boys who appear 
attentive to their work, and evince an aptitude and inclination 
to learn. 

The altei’ations in the original chapel building, so as to afford 
separate places for divine service and secular instruction, were 
commenced during the year; and the windows and gas-fittings 
in the cells were ail re-modelled. In making these alterations, 
a great number of -workmen have necessarily had recourse to all 
parts of the prison, and, consequently, the routine has, to some 
extent, been tmavoidably interrupted, and the general regularity 
disturbed; hut the considerable imptrovemeuts and additional 
accommodation now in jprogress, will, when completed, fully com- 
pensate for the temporary inconvenience. 

The conduct of the officers in general has been satisfactory, 
with the exception of those who have been specially dealt with 
by j'our Board. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Robeet Netteevili.e, Governor. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, &c. 



Momitjoy Govei'nment Prison, 
February 12, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — I hereby certify th.at the rules laid down for 
the government of this prison have been compoliecl with in every 
instance, except in such cases as have been distinctly reported 
to, or brought under the notice of a Director. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, yoor most obedient 
servant, 

Robert Netteeville, Governor. 

To the Directors of Coii-vict 
Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




65 



of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



Statement of tlie Numter of Convicts committed and disposed 
of, from January 1st, to December 31st, 1866. 



1856, January 



1st, in custody, . . • , • 

to Decemljer 31, committed 
from County and City Gaols, 
PliiliXJsto-wn, 

Spike Island, 

Newgate, 

Smithfield, . . » 

Military Barracks, 



485 



289 

10 

26 

18 

5 

4 

352 



Mountjoy 

Government 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Rtfiort. 

Statistics. 



Total, . . • 837 



HOW DISPOSED OP. 

Removed to Spike Island, 

,, Newgate, . . ■ • 

Philipstown, 

County and City Gaols, 

” Dundrum Lunatic Asylum, . 

,, 

Died, 

„ Escaped, . . • • 

Remaining in custody, December 31st, 1856, 

Total, . 



232 

6 

211 

10 

2 

3 

3 

1 



468 

369 



837 



Daily average number in custody during the year, 421. 



Classipication of the Crimes for which those Prisoners have 
been sentenced who were received during the year ending 
3lst December, 1856. 



Arson, . 

„ attempt to commit, 
Assault (grievous), . 

„ and Robbery, 

,, with intent to Murder, 

Attacking habitation, 
Accessory to crinie, 
Administering poison, 
Attempt to Murder, 

Bigamy, 

Burglary, 

„ and Robbery, 
Bestiality, ^ • 

Cattle Stealing, 
Embezzlement, 

Eelony, . 

„ subsequent, 
Eorgery, , 

Ealse Pretences, 

Highway Robbery, 

House BreaHng, 

Horse Stealing, 



8 

5 

6 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 

49 

43 

2 

9 

1 

46 

6 

5 
1 
2 

6 
2 



Killing sheep, with intent to Steal, 
Larceny, . • ; . ■ 

,, and former conviction. 

Murder 

Manslaughter, • • 

Military offences, . • „ , ’ 

Obtaining goods under false 
pretences, . • • • 

Perjury, 

Pig Stealing, . . • 

Receiving Stolen Goods, . 

Rape, ■ • .r.* * * 

Robbei 7 from the Person, 

Sliee]D Stealingt 

Stealing Asses, , • • . • 

Sacrilege, . . • • 

Stealing Money, 

Stabbing, • . * 

Uttering Base Coin, 

Violent attempt at Rape, 

Total, . 



] 

49 

13 

3 
11 

14 

2 

2 

1 

19 

4 
10 

9 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

352 



E 
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Mounxjoy 

Government 

Prison. 

Oov^Tnor'a 

Report. 

Statistics. 



Sentences of the Prisoners committed to this Prison durum the 
year ended 31st Deceinher, 1856. ^ 



4 years’ penal servitude, . . 203 

4 „ (double 

sentence of), ... £ 

4 years’ penalservitude, andfour 
years’ penal servitude added 
to tbe time served of first 
sentence, .... 1 

4 years’ penal servitude commu- 
ted to 2 years’ penal servi- 
tude, .... 1 

4 years’ penal servitude commu- 
ted to 1 years’ imprisonment, 1 
4 years* penal semtude, and 2 
years’ imprisonment, . . 1 

6 years’ penal servitude, . . 50 j 

MaiTied, . . 72. 



8 3 'ears’ penal servitude, 

ik . . 

7 years’ Transportation, 

Lite, 

10 years’ Transportation, and 
9 montbs’ imprisonment, 

^ ^ >1 and 

7 years’ transportation ates 
piration of first sentence, 



Single, 



Total, 



6 

5 

1 

12 

23 

18 

11 

14 



352 



280. 



Xrotestants, 44. Roman Catbolics, 302. Tresbyterians, 6 . 



Classified Statement of 
by tbe Prisoners in this 
December, 1856. 

Appropriating Prison Property, 
Assaulting Officers, , 

„ Prisoners, 
Communicating, 

Casing and Sw.earing, 
Disorderly Conduct, 

Peigned Attempts to Commit 
Suicide, 

Having Prohibited Articles, 
Inattention at Work, 

. Insolence and Disrespect, 
Insubordination, 

^ „ gross, 

Malicious and Groundless Com- 
plaints, . , . . 



the Number of Offences committed 
Prison during the year ended 31st 



13 

13 

40 

238 

32 

294 

2 

39 

26 

115 

130 

31 

13 



Malingering, . . , ,2 

Obscene Language, . . .14 

Putting out Gas Lights, . . 3 

Quarrelling, .... 4 

Schoolmaster’s Reports, . . 35 

Stealing and Concealing Prison 

Property, .... 25 

Threatening Lang^uage, . . 41 

Tampering ivith Cell Fixtures, . 75 
■WilfullyDamaging or Destroying, 77 
„ Brealdng Glass of Win- 
dows (cells), . . . .15 

hliscellaueous Offences not inclu- 
ded in the foregoing, . .51 



A-ges of the Prisoners on Conviction. 



Under 15, 

15 and under 20, 
20 „ 25, 

25 „ 30, 



Per Ccot. 

3*1 

45-6 

20«9 

13-3 



30 and under 40, 
40 » 50, 

50 „ 60, 

60 and above, 



Per Cent. 

. 9*1 

. 4-9 

. 1-7 

1-4 



NtnuBER of Couviots received at Mountjoy who were convicted 
in the following years ; — 



1856, 

1855, 

1854, 

1853, 



249 

43 

17 

18 



1852, 

1851, 

1850, 



Total, 



17 

5 

3 

352 



Numbek of Juveniles admitted in association during the year, 

and instructed in trades as 

I Kemoved — Tailors, . . . 32 

22 



Tailors, 

Shoemakers, . . 

Number on 31st December, 1855, 



Total, 



. 150 



—Tailors, . 
Shoemakers, 



Eemaining 31st December, 1 856, 96 
Total, . . .150 
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Return of Work performed in tlie Tailors and Shoemakers’ 
Department during the year ended 31st December, 1856. 

MADE BY 



Prisoners’ Frieze Jackets, . 254 

,, Trowsers, . 760 

„ Vests, . .104 

„ Caps, . . 273 

„ Suspenders, 60 pau’ 

„ Flaancl Vests, 20 

>. ,, Drawers, 200 



Wai'ders’ Top Coats, (uniform), 29 

„ Frock Coats, „ 34 

„ Trowsers, „ 34 

„ Caps, ^ „ 34 

„ (Trades)Working Coats, 7 

n , j, Trowsers, 7. 
»» Vests, 5 

nncipal Warders’ Slop Coats, 2 



3IADE BY SHOEMAKERS. 

Pairs of Shoes made (mea's), . 462 I Officers' Frieze Slippers, 76 paii-i 
»» (women’s), 85 | 



Frieze Jackets, 

„ Trowsers, 
„ Vests, 



REPAIRED POR PRISON USE. 



. 621 
. 767 
. 462 



Frieze Caps, . 

Calico Shirts, 

Pairs of Prisoners’ Shoes, 



. 114 
. 644 

1,106 



Table showing the previous imprisonments of the Prisoners 
received during the year ended 31st December, 1856. 

8 times in prison before, . . 2 

& „ . . 3 

10 „ . . 1 

10 and under 15 times, . . 7 

15 „ 20 „ . . 6 

Over 20 times, ... 3 

No return furnished, . . 33 

Return convicts included, . 41 



Never in prison before, 
Once 
Twice 

3 times 

4 „ 

5 „ 

6 „ 

7 » 





. 98 




. 69 




. 51 




. 36 




. 18 




. 8 




. 9 




. 8 



Table showing the per centage of Prisoners punished, with 
reference to length of period in this Prison. 



No. in Custody 
3Ist Dec., 185C. ^ 


Period in Mountjoy. 


Numtcrs 

Punished. 


i Per Cent. 

1 


77 


3 months and under. 


None. 


0-0 


105 


6 „ over 3, 


32 


30-4 


92 




36 


39T 


16 


12 „ „ 9, 


S 


50-0 


79 


Over 12 months, 


69 


87-3 



Table showing the per centage, with reference to the convictions 
of Prisoners received from County and City Gaols, during the 
year ended 31st December, 1856. 



Dublin, . . 22 T 

Cork,. . . 13‘6 

Tipperary, , . 9T 

Waterford, . 4'8 

Limerick, . . 4-8 

Kerry, . . 3*6 

•Tyrone, . . 3*6 

Down, . . 3 -4 

Kilkenny, . . 2'9 

Clare, . . 2 '9 

Wexford, . . 2'3 



Wicklow, . 


1-9 


Galway, . 


1-9 


Londonderry, . 


1-9 


Kildare, 


1'7 


W estmeath, 


1-7 


Louth, 


1-7 


Antrim, . 


1-7 


Mayo, 


1'7 


hConaghau, 


1-7 


Longford, . 
King’s County, . 


1-4 


1-4 



Cavan, . - . 


1*4 


Roscommon, 


IT 


Meath, 


1-4 


Leitrim, 


IT 


Fermanagh, 


IT 


Carlow, 


•9 


Sligo, 


■6 


Armagh, 


•3 


Donegal, . 
Queen’s County, 


•3 


niL 



F 2 



Mountjot 

Goveenment 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Heport. 

Statbtica. 
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Moxintjoy 

G-OVEUNMENT 

PuiSON. 

Afedical 

OJicer'slleiwi. 



MEDICAL OPFICER’S EEPODT. 

Gentlemept,' I liti.v6 the lioiiour to lay hefore you a report 

of the sanitary state of Mountjoy Government Prison during the 
year 1856. 

There were in custody on the 1st of January, . • 485 

Committed, ending 31st Deecmher, . . . .356 



Total, 



841 



Ntimher of Prisoners in Hospital, Isfc January, 1856, 
Admitted to Hospital, ending 31st December, 

Total, 



. 20 
. 272 

. 292 



Daily Average Humber in Hospital during 1856, . . IGf 

Number prescribed for not in Hospital, . • • ^71 

Number wbo had extra exercise in open air, . . * 

Avera<Te Number of Days to each for extra exercise, . 6 

Number who had Extra Diet, which consisted of an extra 
pint of stirabout for breakfast for a limited period, . 78 

Number who had Change of Diet, which consisted ot brea,d 
instead of stirabout lor breakfast for a period, as their 
state of body required, . . • • .91 



Diseases of Piusonees admitted to Hoseital. 



Attempted suicide by hanging, 
Bronchitis, 

Cephalalgia, 

Cramp of Chest and Stomach, 
Disease of Spine, 

Dj'sentery, 

Diarrhcea, 

Diseased Tibia, ^ . 

,, Enee Joint. 

„ Ankle Joint, 
Epilepsy, 

Fever, . . 

General Debility, 

Hernia, .... 
Haemoptysis, . . • 

Haemorrhoids, . . • . 

Injury of Hip, . .’ . 



1 

2 

8 

8 

2 

4 

78 

1 

3 

1 

6 

53 

3 

2 

9 

2 

1 



Injury of Arm, 

„ Eye, 

„ Leg. . 

„ Head, 
Insanity, . 
hleasles, . 

Ophtlialmia, 

Porrigo, . 

Pfiralysis, 

Pains in Limbs, ^ * 
Pulmonary Affections, 
Eheumatism, . 
Scabies, . 

Scrofula, . 

Stricture, 

Sarcoule, 

Venerea], 



One case of insanity was not admitted to hospital, 
in the prison. 



. 4 

. 1 
. 1 
. 1 
. 1 
. I 
. 11 
. 3 

. 1 

. 7 

. 34 

. . 4 

. 3 

. 12 

. 2 

. . 1 

. 1 

but treated 



Return of Deaths during the year 1856. 



ll-g, i 
No. 1 


Name. 


! Received at Mountjoy. 

i 


Disease. 


Died. 


3635 

3567 

3942 


1 

C. Donovan, 

D. Davorecn, 
W. Conway, ; 


Septembers, 1855, 
July 5, 1855, 
Mai-cli 25, 1856, , 


Fever, • 1 

Consumption,' 
Fever, 


April 30, 1856. 
May 18, 1856. 
December 8, 1856. 



Average Deaths on 841, the total number, . . *00357 

Remaining in HospUal, 1st January, 1857, . , • 



It gives me pleasure to report that the state of the prison 
during the past year has been comparatively healthy; this is 
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mainly to be attributed to the continuance of tbe system adopted , 

in the previous year, which, by reducing the period oi detention piusom. 
in separation to nine months, discontinuing trades and labour — 
in cells and allowing the Medical Officer to exercise lus discre- officer's Rcjiort. 
tion in’ prescribing exercise in the open air, has greatly tended 
to avert and retard disease ; the continuance of a wholesome 
and nutritious diet, and an efficient ventilation, have also contri- 
buted to this result. , , 

It will bo in Your recollection that under the lonnev arrange- 
ments of this prison, and previous to the alterations adopted bv 
vou, it wms found iiecessarv to subject the prisoners to a rigid 
examination, to test their mental and jihysi cal fitness tor the 
severe and protracted trials they were in course ot being exposed 
to which led to very large rejections. But a worse consequence 
than this ensued; for a'i though every precaution was taken m 
the orin-iiial selection, man v became enfeebled, and their health 
crave wav evcntuallv raider the effects of the prison diseiplinc. 

1 am happy to report that these evils liave been completely 
removed: every adult prisoner brought here during the past 
vear, sentenced to transportation or penal servitncle, has been 
received without a single exception, and subjected to the relor- 
inatorv and separate treatment ; and wliat is still more satisfactory, 
this important extension of the operations ol jl'e system has 
been unattended by any deterioration of lieidtli. Fioin the 
statistical results slated in the annexed table, the saiiitaiy con- 
dition of the prison is shown rather to have improved. 

Table showing the Number of Prisoners admitted to Hospital, 
the Number in the Prison, the Number ot Doailib, and the 
Averao-e Deaths on total number each yeai- since Momitjoy 
TS. - ..P 971-1, nr i\.l,iivb. 1850. 



18,50 

1851 

185-2 

1853 

1354 

1855 

1856 



Xumbor 
admittpil to 
Hg.ipital. 


Total Nuinbrr^ 
conunittinl to 
iviouiitjoy. 


Dcallis. 


253 


062 


2 


355 


1,075 


7 


466 


971 


5 


456 


U7H 


10 


503 


1,090 


9 


344 


1,0.52 


9 


202 

1 


841 


3 



Average 
Di-atlis Ml 



•00208 

•00051 

•00514 

•0t»S48 

■0DB21 

■00855 

•00367 



Two cases of insanity appear m tlio nospitai iciulu , c., 
case was the disease' induced by 

One prisoner was insane when cominittecl, aiid had ^ent 

liome^from Bermuda, in an insane condition ; 
a natieiit in the Richmond Lunatic Asylum pieiioiis to comic 
tion ; after his committal hero he got fever, and 
reappeared They have been removed to the Distuct Lunatic 
Asylum During^ the period MoimtjoT has been open for the 
feclplffin of prisoners, there has not been a case of nisamty 
attributable toJ;lio discipline of the prison. 
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Apotlieoary’s department has been well and duly ad 
Pbjson. ministered by Dr. Halahaii ; and his prompt attendance at all 
contributed very much to the well-being of the prisoners 
Officer tMsroH. In concluding tins report, i beg to recommend to the notice 
of the Directors, Hospital Warder, Robert Houghton. He is 
an attentive, zealous, tnistworthy servant, and highly elEcieiif 
111 the performance of his duties. . 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

To the Chairman and Directors bancis Rxitd. 

of Government Convict Prisons. 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

RepoH. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Gentlemen,— In compliance with your remie^ \^bea iJave 
to sub^t my Report of the prisoners committed to myirge 
as Protestant Chaplain of the Mountjoy Government Pnson,for 
the year ending the 31st of December, 1856 

tSee single ^ ^®^'®nteen were married, and thhty- 

With respect to secular information, the Protestant prisoners 
may be classified m the following manner;. — twenty-nine could 
write a little, and read tolerably; fourteen could only read 3 
seven were wholly illiterate. ^ “ 

These unhappy violators of the law have not presented any 
unusual traits of character; they have been men whose .selfish 
Md anima.1 propensities have been indulged and strengthened 
while the intellectual and moral powers have been eithef wholly 
° to false and pernicious principles. ^ 

Indealmgwith thisclass of our fellow-creatimes, thus Lo-raded 
by ci-ime, the system pursued in this convict prison appear! care- 
Mtyto avoid the exti-emes of wanton criielty,and iiSh sensl 

steadily in view, to deter others from 

tbemselves. It has been the continuous effort of almost every 
mminal during his past life to banish reflection, a“S thus to 
yield himself to the unrestrained impulses of passion. 

L he first step requisite to a salutary course of prison discin- 

morality aria^Ld rtf n sound religion and 

moral! tj as may, under the blessing of Almighty God lead his 

mind to reflect on such subjects as dmne reflation presents 
By these means the most hai-dened criminal has bLn taught 
to know himself as an accountable creature, guilty before Gfd- 

ObjertioM to a^ny system arfellily mS"th 

•nd. „ aiSti”S,*n£kT.\”irb"; 
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we should do well to see the source from wHch objections arise. 
May they not, unconsciously to ourselves, be the offspring of 
selfish indolence, heen-eyed in discovering whatever disturbs 
our own convenience, and ready to shift the temporary burden 
from our owm shoulders, at the expense of inflicting permanent 
and intolerable injury upon others. Plausible arguments wear- 
ing the show of benevolence, have never been wanting to sustain 
the gratification of our love of ease ; but, in every well directed 
effort to do good we must be prepared to endm-e much self-denial. 

Ihe public services of the chapel are continued as usual, and 
the men are regularly visited in then- cells ; every exertion is 
employed to explain to each individually the mischief of the 
vile motives by which their conduct had been hitherto actuated, 
and to set forth the objects and hopes by which, as immortal 
beings, they ought to be influenced. lAiithout individual and 
constant catecheticsJ instruction thus regularly conducted, little 
good, comparatively, could arise fi'om the public services of the 
Church amongst men who, for the most part, are ignorant of the 
most simple words used by the minister in his public discourses. 
Persevering individual application is essentially requisite to 
excite the torpid mind of the ordinary convict from its dull 
round of evil associations, and to make it meditate on the things 
which belong to its everlasting peace. The holy communion of 
the Lord’s Supper has been administered at the appointed 
seasons, and the average number of recipients has been fifteen. 
In the case of every man admitted to a participation in this 
sacred ordinance, I have endeavoured to satisfy myself of the 
sufficiency of knowledge and correctness of motives possessed 
by the communicant. 

The devout attention of the men when assembled for divine 
worship, gives gratifying indication of the value that they begin 
to set on the services in which they are engaged. 

All the men capable of reading are supplied, not only with 
Bibles and Books of Common Prayer, but also with many reli- 
gious works fitted in their character to elicit attention, and fix the 
thoughts of these wretched men on that godliness wliich is profit- 
able for the life that now is, as well as for that which is to come. 

The principal schoolmaster and his assistants labour with 
unwearied assiduity for the improvement of the prisoners in 
secular knowledge. To the Governor and Deputy-Governor I 
am under many obligations for their uniform kindness and 
valnable aid in carrying out and supporting me in such measures 
as are deemed most likely to benefit the members of my inte- 
resting though unhappy flock. 

I have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, youi’s faithfully and 
respectfully, 

John Black, Protestant Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict 
Prisons in Ireland. 

[Mem — In consequence of the Kev. J. Coony’s Report to the Directors still 
requiring many alterations, they are unable to include it in their Annual Re- 
port, which has already been delayed beyond the proper period of publication. ] 
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PEESBTTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Government Prison, 
January 9, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — At no former period had I less material from 
which to furnish a Prison Report, properly so called, than at 
the close of the year 185G, nor have I ever enjoyed more satis- 
faction in the discharge strictly of prison duty than during its 
course. 

The comparatively few prisoners under my care during the 
year have been, in general, rather of an exceptional class, 
differing materially from the ordinary description of convicts 
sentenced to transportation or penal senntnde, few of them 
having been “habit and repute” transgressors of the law of the 
land, or confirmed and reckless offenders, some of them having 
been, prior to conviction, somewhat respectably circumstanced 
and employed in life, while yet their offences were of a suf- 
ficiently grave and deplorable character. With such persons 
the duty of a chaplain is, as I have proved, both easy and satis- 
factory, their conscience and religious feelings being more sus- 
ceptible, the powerful harrier of evil habit not being in their 
case so strong as in others against the entrance of the divine 
instruction that “in.aketh wise the simple.” It may be supposed 
then that my intercourse with the convicts intrusted to iny 
charge has been pleasant to myself, and I sincerely trust it has 
been, in some measure, by divine grace, profitable to them. 
And it is not strange that such men should, with few excep- 
tions, be among the least troublesome and best conducted men 
in the prison, .and that I should hear, as I did hear, on one occa- 
sion, from a most highly-respected officer in Mountjoy, that, of 
a batch of prisoners sent to Spike Island, the men under my 
care had all, with one exception, entitled themselves to the 
epithet, exemplary. In justice I simply record these facts ; no 
merit is claimed by mo ; my task w-as comparatively light. Excep- 
tions there were in the case of a few men, whose character and 
conduct ■were not so consistent ; but during the year there was 
not a single case under my notice that could be regarded as of 
desperate and incorrigible depravity. 

The usual appliances tvere in operation during the year for 
the moral and religious improvement of the convicts, by regular 
public service and serinous, by cell visitation, and a full supply 
of Bibles and catechisms, ■with other works of instructive, devo- 
tional, and practical tendency, ■Nvhlch seemed to be much prized 
by most of the solitary sufferers. 

Ample evidence was given that the school education of the 
convicts was carefully attended to, and salutary secular instruc- 
tion communicated, . which, while utterly inadequate of itself 
effectually to regener.ite the human character, is an invaluable 
subordinate and auxiliary to the higher infiuences of “grace 
and truth,” by which the sumer is made a ‘ ‘ new creature." 

I deem it right, specially, to record in this place, that I found 
it of great importance, as required by the Directors, to take an 
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interest in the correspondence, and inspect the letters of the 
unhappy convict, awakening thereby in Ins breast grateful 
aft'ection and increased respect, fevourable to the exertion of 
moral and roli"ious influence on his mind, contributing to estab- a,aplmu', 
lish self-respect within him, and thus conducing to the great Rci>o,t. 

reformatory design of his punishment. 

The health of the prisoners during the year was unusually 
rrood, and no serious injury seemed to arise to any from tlie 
protracted sepai-ate coniinoment. 'When necessary, the men 
were visited, as formerly, in the hospital. 

In conclusion, I may be pevnnttod to express one oi tv o 
ideas, suggested by the ex)ierience of tlie past and forinci J eais. 

I luiii, witTi mucirsatisfuction, the introduction of rcformatoiies 

for juvenile criininals; and should there be, m addition, hbeial 

aid given from the public funds of the nation for the support of 
nmled or iiidnstrill schools, to benefit the outcast, the orphan 
and the neglected, the resources of crime wou d, as it appeals 
to me, he materially diminished, and much evil be prevente L 
As to adult convicts, one class may, with safety, 
liunishmeiit in prison, be permitted to ^ ^ 

neio'hbourhoods, while the rest must, probabl>_, m the be 

cleirorted to distant settlements, due respect being had to dassi- 
ficition, and the treatment consequent thereupon, and lue 
regard being paid in arriving at a proper ° 

iheir ultimate disposal and treatment, ™?tely to then in- 
duct while in prison, but to the nature of their offences, and to 
their antecedents. The combination of the reformatoiy system . 
irho"* removal of many of them to a foreign shore 
would seem the most efficient means pf 

these islands, and of contributing to the zeal and welfaie ot the 

unliatipv prisoners themselves. 

I have the honour to bo, Gentlemen, your obedient seivaiit, 

William Wilson, Presbyterian Cliaplam. 

The Dli-ectors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



HEAD SCHOOLMASTEE’S EEPORT. 

Monntjoy Government Prison, 
28th February, 1857. 

Gvntlemen —In compliance with your special directions, I 
ha?e tlm honour to lay blfore you the following Report on the 
educational department of Monntjoy Government Prison &i the 

I directed the attention 

odt ScioL to the niLitahility of 

noses of secular instruction. Oil Tuesday, 20th May, 1856, the 
Board of Works commenced the dteratioiis m the chapel, ijom- 
niended'^by me and sanctioned by yom Board. These alteia 
Rons remaln,as yet unfinished; the instruction of the pnsoiieis 



ITaad School- 
mtsler'sHeporf. 
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GovZTem if’ therefore, continued in the “wards,” and, in consequence of 
PRISON, the want of necessary accommodation, the teaching poVer to o 
HeadHool- extent is rendered ineffective. 

master's Hepmi. I wouH most earnestly but respectfully recommend that the 

large hall intended for the schoolroom, the dimensions of which 
in round numbers are eighty by forty feet, be divided into four 
class-rooms, one for each teacher. The dimensions of each of 
the small rooms would be, in round numbers, forty by eia-hteen 
feet, amply sufficient for the accommodation of double the number 
at present allowed in one school class. One room miffiit be 
htted with Avnting desks, and set apart for writing: another for 
reading and the meanings of words; another for arithmetic- 
and the fourth for lecturing and examination. These rooms 
could communicate with each other by doors, to allow the classes 
to rotate every half hour ; and discipline officers might command 
a view of the prisoners engaged in all the classes from a small 
loom m the centre, of a hexagonal form into which doors of half 
glass could lead from the different class-rooms. 

Educatioiym^ 

or quality of frie education calculated to further the reformation 
ot prisoners, _ I considered it necessary, first, to inquire into the 
causes of crime. If we ask ourselves what it is which prevents 
us from breaking the laws of the country, we .shall most prob- 
ably give the following reasons—first, we feel ashamed ; second 
we can live without doing so; third, we are afraid of a prison- 
fourth, we are afraid to even risk ourselves to the daLer of 
tbi’lf ’«'itbout breaking 

It hereaftei . As it is to the jirettimce of these the vrevention of 
ope IS to he ascribed, so it is to their alsence th^ commkxiosi 
ffioi n ? and the education, therefore, which 

must V *'■ in iu tendency, 

*v® ^“Tlanting in the breasts of t£e 

acri™ sphere of 

TZ' self-respect so as to induce 

icnowfoda f 1 ■ 1® “ of reading, writing, and arithmetic— a 
tior fn fffo to fill even tlie humblest situa- 

lons in life, to infuse a love of honest industry, to cultivate 
and exercise the reflective and reasoning powers to foster kind 

Tn i promote good habits. 

Xn intanc^, the miiKl, as kas been beautifully expressed is like 

to b; Tbe i4iSfo 

to be moulded, and the impressions made in childhood gradu- 
ally acquire a strength as the child advances in years which 
~i with the same fiddity asthe inscriptions orthe\narble 
not impossible, but difficult indeed to remove. No matter 

LS of tbpTi / ? ^®f®°«able hopes can be enter- 

:?no do^b? b ^ of there 

more nrefibw, ^vkch, it must be admitted, time could not be 
more piofitably employed. A new set of opinions must be 
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engrafted Lefore the convict ■will lend a willing and atientice moontjot 
ear to instructions. Conversing -with the prisoners individually 

in their cells, reasoning -with them , and upsetting their arguments ’ 

by a force of facts, instructive hut wterestwg lectures in classes, 
are the means employed to that end. Of coimse the lectures ^ 

are conveyed in the same simple language as that used -when 
conversing with them in their cells. It is almost impossible to 
give an idea how instractidn ought to be imparted, so much 
depends upon the tact, the vigour, the energy, the look, the 
tone, and the entire bearing of the teacher in keeping the pri- 
soners around him in good humour and on the alert. 

The ideas which enter the mind through the different senses 
are called by Locke, “ideas of sensation,” or the inlet of all our 
knowledge. Hence, the eye and ear are cultivated to improve 
their powers of imbibing knowledge. Reading, writing, and 
language must be regarded, therefore, as instruments which 
may be used in the aquisition of knowledge. Wliat the eye 
reads, or what the ear hears, makes no impression upon the mind 
if the mind be unable to comprehend that which is conveyed to 
it through the senses. Reading and the meanings of words are 
taught first ; and when the prisoners have made sufficient pro- 
gress in these branches, so as to read with intelligence and with 
profit to themselves, they are supplied in their cells with the 
most improved instructive hooks. In this manner they are put 
in a way to instruct themselves, and to acquire useful know- 
ledge by their own assiduity. But as there is a little art neces- 
sary to become ,f«i/tinstruotors, they are taugbt bow to proceed 
(this forms a subject of special lecture, which I have repeated 
over and over at the Teachers’ Conferences) ; and they are 
encouraged to resolve, by heing assured that some of the 
greatest men the world ever saw raised themselve.5 in this way 
ti-om poverty to wealth ; that even gentlemen who passed 
through college would have never been fit to hold important 
situations, .such as judges, &o., if they had depended wholly 
upon their instructors; and that men of the highest class 
(statesmen), would have never been remarkably clever without 
working hard themselves for their o-vvn improvement. 

Reading, W'l’iting, and arithmetic are taught according to the 
“National School system,” with this difference, that the prisoners 
are treated with all the respect due to mature years, and, at the 
same time, all the pains and trouble necessary for infants are 
taken with them. The prisoners are, in fact, overgrown infants, 
possessing all their foibles and little whims without that inno- 
cence and simplicity peculiar to childhood, but perfectly childisL. 
as regards the desire to be praised in order to gain courage to 
persevere. When they say they are no good, they are told, 
emphatically, they are good ; that they are doing remarkably 
well ; that the fact is, they are sm’prising ; and that they will 
wonder at their improvement in a short time. The advantages 
also of knowing how to read and write are pictured out to their 
minds ; the consolation of reading their Bible or Prayer Book ; 
the happiness of writing their own letters to their friends ; and 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




76 



Third Annual liejiort of the Directors 



Moostjot almost impossibility of tlieir getting an employment after 
tlieir discharge from prison without this knowledge.’ I have 
— constantly impressed on each teacher, that to be efficient it was 
essential for liim to be at all times cheerful with the prisoners, 
' painstaking, and yielding — yielding without losing his position 
or compromising his principles ; that he should be always on the 
alert when a prisoner is exerting himself at his lesson, however 
ludicrous his efforts should appear; to suppress with a resolute 
appearance of disapprobation any attempt on the part of the 
others to laugh at, or turn into ridicule the prisoner so engaged ; 
and that, above all, to ho particularly cautious himself not to set 
such an example. 



Table showing the Literary Progress of the Prisoners. 



Degree of Proficioncy. 



T, j- f Reception, 

Heading, . . | 

Meanings of Words, | 

'MS.S . . {S3i;s 

“fc ■ ■ {53C 

? Reception, 
Grammar, . . | ^iisdlarge; 

1 f Reception, 

Geography, . . | 

General Information, | 



Ignorant. 


Imperfect. 


Tolerable. 


Well. 


Per ct-nt. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. 


34-8 


21'2 


27-4 


lC-6 


n-3 


12-2 


37-1 


39-4 


72-3 


18-5 


7-1 


2-1 


27-6 


SO-2 


21-4 


2Q\S 


71-9 


14-3 


8-6 


5-2 


47-0 


18-4 


15-2 


18-a 


81'2 


11-7 


2-6 


4*5 


33-1 


32-7 


16-4 


I7'8 


97-7 


2-3 


_ 




91-2 


2-4 


6-4 


_ 


96”2 


3-8 


_ 


_ 


38-7 


37-5 


23-8 




74-4 


19-3 


5-2 


]•! 


31-6 


38-5 


133 


16-0 



School Discipline. — I have directed each teacher not to 
report a prisoner for inattention, sulk, or even want of respect 
in school-class, until every endeavour to correct by his own 
moral influence had proved ineffectual. I have laid it down as 
a rule, that the best proof of a teacher’s efficiency is the preserva- 
tion of strict order and decorum in his class, maintained without 
having recourse to punishment. But should any case of gross 
misconduct occur, or should a prisoner be found bovond the 
reach of moral influence, the teacher is at once to have the 
prisoner removed, and to report the matter to me at the proper 
time, according to rule. 

Rules to he observed by the teachers while conducting theic 
classes : — 

1. As a yencral rule, the teacher should stand in the centre 
of the class. 

2. Prisoners not to communicate widi each other. 

3. Prisoners not to speak without the teacher’s permission. 
A prisoner must hold out his hand rvhen he wants permission to 
make a remark or ask a question. 

4. No admonitions to be given in class. 
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[■XoTE.— When an admonition is necessary, the prisoner’s cell 
is the proper place.] _ pkison. 

5. No prisoner to hold his hook up to his mouth. Head School- 

''Pq eiicleavour, by every available means, to keep up tiie jnaster’sRepori. 

attention of the entire class. . .1 

7. The meanings of words to be taught in connexion witn tne 
spelling and reading lessons, and their ajijiUcation shown by 

familiar examples. , i ^ i 

8 Prisoners yery slow in leaniing, and, therefore, calcnlatecl 
to keep the others back in their lessons, must be sent to the end 

of the class, and attended to. , j , 

9. Prisoners found incorrigible, to be specially reported to 
the Head Schoolmaster, who will recommend the discontinuance 
of their attendance at school should he consider such a course 

^"^fltfaf'Prorpxm.—Sti'ict order is preserved in the several 
school classes by a firm adherence to the above rules, dhe 
punishments are scarcely any, being only thirty-hve, or an 
Lerai^e of three a month. For the last six months the number 
of punishments for school delincinencies is only thirteen, or an 
average of two a month; and this average divided between foui 
teachers gives only one prisoner piimshed on an average eveiy 
two months. During the year the number of prisoners, the 
discontinuance of whose attendance at school I felt it my duty to 
recommend, is only three, or scarcely one per cent. These facts 
prove that a system of treatment wliicli ooinbines the ‘suum^er 
in modo" with the “ fortiter in re” is sound ixv practice as well as 

feasible in iS/idon/. n • 1 

Organization.— As. the prisoners are divided into J^e^^ 
and adults, and as the proportion of the former to the latteys 
nearly as one to three, one teacher is appointed ^ 

juveniles, and the remaining three oyer the adult 
Each prisoner, immediately upon reception, is classified as to his 
literary attainments, and supplied 111 his cell with suitable hooks 
writing materials, &c. The adult prisoners are divided into 
three classes— first, second, and third, according to then pro- 
ficiency in reading only. Over each class a teacher is faced, 
who is^ held responsible for the improyement of the 
mider his charge. Each teacher subdivides 1 m _ 

sections, and each section is taught separate j. ,,,,;Lners 

miiiatioiis are held by the teachers, after which tlmse F'soi ers 
marked, “fit for promotion,” are removed to a highei section. 

When a teacher removes prisoners to another teacliei s 

latter may object, should the prisoner pronioted ^ ^ 

not qualified according to the standai-d miiiminm 

down for his class. In a case like 

decide; and I am happy to report, that since the 

of the two last teachers it happened only . 

mutual desire manifested by the teachers to co-operate, and 

work harmoniously together. . 

The juvenile prisoners are divided, according P 

ficieiicy^ into six classes, each class reading a difterent book, but 
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dasfes^^ examincations and promotions take place as in the adult 

Mirdmm in the different classes:— 

Tins class is made up of those prisoners whose 
pioficiency is below that required for second class 
. Second — Able to read and tell the meanings of words 

in any part of the 1st section of the “ Second Book of LessZs » 

portion of the 

of Lessons to the 7 3rd page,” and tell the meanines 
Or avoids occuiTing’ in the lessons. ® 

About once a inonth, or more, frequently, if not pressed ivith 
other duties, I inspect, and examine each teacher’s^ class that 
teacher taking my post m the meantime. During my days of 
inspection I bring a memorandum book with me, in which T 
enter such remai-ks and suggestions as occur to me in the course 
at tbe remai-ks and suggestions I read 

h!vl snlisequent examinations I 

liavt, the suggestions before me, and iny first business is tn 
ascertain whether they had been attended to. It will be ner- 
ceived, that inspections occurring so frequently and unex- 
pectedly ensm-es not only uniformity in the system of instruc- 
exertlm *®acher, and as a stimulus to 

The Librcm/.— It is much to be regretted, that in the selec- 
tion of books tor the hbrai-y a greater discrimination had not 
It wclf a,i-e quite worthless to prisoners, 

ns ri; ^ *Lere are some appropriate works, such 

Chainbers Journal, Miscellany, &c. ; and from a perusal of 
which, by prisoners sufficiently advanced to appreciate them a 
f information is to bfde" The 

capacity of each prisoner is taken into consideration, and his 

bool-’s ir+V “ ^°'“i-i®’ in tlie distribution of the 

n wi 1 1 • ^ library of smtable books may be made 

JivailablG in diffusuiff nsoful kiiowledfrp onrl will o 
fill .^1 ^ J;^Ai«Jvvieage, and will act as a power- 

±ul auxihaiy to the educational department, especially if the 
same discretionary power he vested in the Head Schoolmaster 
np®onSch « . The following are the conditions 

the lactrt'TcVoVil"^"°' 

lesJol\mrWtur/1*r * of tl>® 

lessons imd lectures delivered in school class. 

co»“„%'pStr'''” '*>• i* 

to whom library books are 
fr apiirfi^ off ®.s hst when 

ibSr.r.,r,hS.S“tt”^^ - 

to ^Svl influence which a deske 

in direShia rtf ^ npon the minds of prisoners, 

“uperrisio^^^.m^^^^^ nnder the teacher’s 

supervision, and the importance of creating in such men a taste 
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for reading and rational amusement, of throwing open to them 
the wide domain of intelligence, in which they may perceive the 
value of knowledge and the misfortune of ignorance, the ines- 
timahle advantages of acq^uiring the practice of wisdom, and the 
lamentable folly of persisting in a life of vicious indulgences I 
would respectfully suggest, that the hooks unfit* for the use ’of 
the prisoners be sold, and with the proceeds that more suitable 
works be pm-chased in their stead; and that a number equal to 
the requirements of the prison, of the ntpst approved books, be 
also added. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Edward M^Gatiean, Head Schoolmaster. 

To the Chairman and Directors of 
Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



SMITHFIELD GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



LECTURER’S REPORT. 

Smithfield Institution for Exemplary Prisoners, 
January 1, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your directions, I beg to 
present _my first Annual Report as Lectui-er in the Smithfield 
Institution for Exemplary Prisoners. 

When you honoured me with my present appointment in the 
institution, I understood my duties to be of a combined nature ; 
I was not to consider myself merely a literary teacher, nor yet 
solely a moral trainer. I believed that I was to make myself 
acquainted not alone w-itli the knowledge or ignorance, in an 
educational point, of the inmates committed to my charge, hut I 
was likewise to obtain an insight, as much as possible, into the 
natural character, the disposition, the hopes, the fears, the wishes, 
md the intentions of each individual. I knew also that I was, 
if possible, to keep myself acquainted with the employment and 
conduct of the men upon quitting the institution. These things 
I have endeavoured to accomplish, and I have been aided 
willingly and earnestly by every officer of this institution. 

Upon my appointment I found fifty inmates committed to my 
charge, and upon an examination I was enabled to classify them 
educationally, though not with perfect accuracy, as exhibited in 
the following table 



Number able to read and write, . . .21 

„ able to read only, . . . .13 

„ unable to read or write, . . . 16 

Total, . , . .50 



* The books of the library were purchased previous to the appointment of the 
present Board of Directors. 
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With an education so very limited as these figures disclose to 
have been possessed by the men, you will, Gentlemen, easily 
perceive that, during the short period I could expect to have 
them under my charge, it would be rather a waste of time on 
my part if I were to endeavour to carry out any regular system 
of school teaching. I thought it better, under your appx'oba- 
tion, to direct my chief attention to the development of their 
minds, and to give them matter for thought, through the 
medium of useful anth interesting lectures suited to their capa- 
cities, ■whilst supplying them with instruction in reading, 
writino', arithmetic, and the plain rules of gramm.ar. I was 
assisted in this latter department by Mr. William Bradfield, 
whose aid has been most valuable, and his unflagging zeal was 
marked by a tact most worthy of commendation. Latterly, in 
addition to Mr. William Bradfield, I have had most useful 
assistance from Mr. Armstrong. 

These lectures commenced on the 3rd of February, 1856, 
and have been continued on every Monday, Tuesday, Wednes- 
day, Thursday, and Friday. The subjects for each week have 
been sent on the Mondays, by your direction, to the Convict 
Prisons’ Office ; and I here beg leave to present the detailed list 
of subjects : — 

Lectures dblivereu in the Smitheield Institution. 

March 10-14, 1856 Form and Diurnal Motion of the Earth. Tlie 

Atmosphere. Australia. English Grammar. Difference between Educa- 
tion and Instruction. ^ , 

March 17-21, 1856.— Pursuit of Knowledge under Dmiciuties. Kemark- 
able Inventions. Mr. Kavanagh’s paper read on this evening.^ Man ; his 

duty to God ^liis relation to liis fellows. The Atmosphere and its uses. 

ikfarcA 24-28, 1856.— List of subjects mislaid. _ -m . • 

April 1-5, 1856.— Physical Geography and its Curiosities. Tlie Eieetnc 
Telegraph and its uses. On Self-denial and Decision of Chai’acter. Some 
Remarkable Inventions. Canada and its Resources. ^ i c 

April 7-11, 1856.— The Seasons, the Calendar, and the Tides. Works ot 
God. Wonders of Science. Temperance and the Cost of Drunkenness. 
What Machinery has done for the World. 

April 14-18, 1856.— Mysteries of the Deep. Frugality. The Post Oflico 
and its History. Emigration. Prisons, Past and Present. 

April 21-25, 1856.— Sleep and Dreaming. Morning of the World. Ike 
Crown of Labour. Wine and the Wine Lands. Natal and its Resources. 

April 27 to May 1 . — Moderation in Anger. Who should Emigrate. I he 
Bem-shop Evil. The Water we Drinlc. The Labourer in bis hloral and 
Physical Conditions. ,, 

May 5-9, 1 856— The Laws of England. The National Debt ; The Inuidg 
and Banks. Lives of Great Men— No. 1, Napoleon III. The Employer 
and the Employed. Great Battles — Waterloo and I'rafalgar. 

May 12-16, 1856. — Conscientiousness. Lives of Great Men — No. 2, 
Lord Palmerston. What to Eat, Drink, and Avoid. Natural Magic. 
Great Battles — Trafalgar. _ • tt. 

May 19-23, 1856. — Conscientiousness in the discharge of our duties, ihc 
Soil we Cultivate. Capital and Lahoiu’. The Water we Drink. The Rights 
of others. ^ . rrr 

May 26-30, 1856.— Moderation in Anger. Who should Emigrate, inc 
Beer-shop Evil. The Water we Drink.' The Labourer in his Moral, 
Intellectual, and Physical Conditions. 

June 2-6, 1856. — Courtesy and Politeness, Labour, the Duty of all Men. 
Chemistry of Common Life. 
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June 9-13, 1856. — Magnanimity and Heroism. Agriculture— No. 1 
Kotation of Crops. Emigration_No. 1, Australia. Industry and Fruealitv’ 
Forin of the Earth, 

June 16-20, 1856.— English Grammar. Motions of the Earth. The 
Night-mare and the Day-mare. Emigration — No. 2, N. S. Wiiles. Agri- 
culture — No. 2, Elements of Organic Bodies. ® 

June 23-27, 1856. — Money; howto use and prize it. The Eewards of 
Knowledge. Domestic Animals— No I, the Dog. liemarkable MeiwLouis 
Philip. Einignition— No. 3, Port Philip and Melbourne. 

Juno 30 to Julu A, 1856 — Truth and Trust. Geological Condition of 
the Earth. The Air we Breathe. The Human Frame. AVi-stern Australia. 

7-11, 1856. — The Form and Magnitude of tlie Earth. The Bank 
and the Fire-side. The Water wo Drink. The Ruins of Creation. The 
Gold Fields of Australia. 

July U-IB, 1856 — Conscientiousness respecting Reputation and Pro- 
perty of others. Coal and the Coal Mine.?. Opening Address in Newo-ate. 
Mysteries of the Deep. Canada and her Resources. ® 

21-25, 1856 — Forbearance and Forgiveness. The Race of Man. 
Life of Alexander Selkirk. The Plant we Cultivate. 

July 28 to August !, 1856.— Slander. Rivers and Lakes of the World. 
Endowments of God to Man. The Bread we Eat. English Grammar. 
Augusl4:-Q.^ 1856 --Electric Telegraph, Anecdotes of. Mines andMinerals. 

Self-denial and Decision of Character. Lives of Great Men Columbus. 

Physical Geogi'aphy — Lecture No. 1. 

August 11-15, 1856 — Emigi-ation. Life and Death of the Drunkard. 
Commerce. Precious Metals and Precious Stones. The World of Plants. 

August 18-22, 1856 — -Conscientiousness in adhering to a Promise. Ve- 
getable Kingdom. Thunder and Lightning. Victoria and Port Philip. 
Physical Geography — Lectui’e No. 2. 

August 25-29, 1856. — Contentment and Religious Repose of Mind. 
Clouds and Storms. Structure of the Earth. Howard the Philanthropist. 
Canada and her Resources. 

September 1-5, 1856 — Conscientiousness respecting Rights of others. 
The Drainage and Natural Features of Europe. Temperance and Intem- 
perance. The Humnn Heart. The Mechanical Powers. 

September 8-12, 1856 Conduct towards Inferiors and Superiors. The 

Bank and the Fire-side. Circulation of the Blood. New South Wales. 
English Grammar and Dictation. 

15-19, 1856.— Anger. Trade Winds. Who should Emigrate. 
Decision of Character. Marks of Design in the Human Body. 

September 1856. — Benefits of Labour. The GulfStream. Southern 
Australia. General View of the Globe. The Deluge. 

September 29 to October 3, 1856 The Government of our Passions. 

The Gold Diggings of Australia. The Ocean and its Mysteries. Tlic 
Functions of Leaves. Sleep. 

October 6-10, 1856. — Frugality. Capital and Labour. The Air we 

Breathe. Canada. River.s and their uses. 

October 13-17, 1856. — Gratitude and Ingr«atitude. How to get to the 
Colonies. Life and Labour of Bees. Nature of Plants. English Grammar. 

October 20-24, 1856. — Self-labour and Self-dependence. Piu’suit of 
Knowledge under Difliculties. The Precious Metals. The Distribution of 
Man. History and Chronology. * 

October 27-31, 1856 — Calumny, baseness of. New South Walc.s. 
Respmation. The Seasons- 

Novemher 3--7, 1856. — 'I'hc Blessings of Temperance, Presence of Mind. 
Digestion. D-ifFusiou of Metals. Plains and Deserts. . The Wants of Aleu. 

Nonemhei' 10-14, 1856. — Hypocrisy. Conscientiousness in adhering to a 
Promise. The uses of Vegetables. The Sahara. Who should Emigrate. 

^ November 17-21, 1856 — The Advantages of Saving’s Banks. Truth and 
Trust. The Gold Diggings of Australia. Rivers and their uses. General 
View of the Globe. 

Novembt^ 24-28, 1856. — Frugality. The Ocean. The Wants of Men. 
Modern History — 1st Century. The Duty of the Smithfield Men. 

Ct 
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Third Armual Rqiort of the Diroctnrs 

December 1-5, 1856. — Advantages of Emigration. Gnitlanee of onr Pas- 
sions. Evils of Intemperance. The Airive Breathe. The Eeivard of Labour. 

December 8-1 2, 1 856 Nature of Tickets of Licence. Contentment and 

Religious Repose of Mind. Plains and Deserts. Self-Control. Geography 
of Europe — No. 1 , Norway and Sweden. 

December 22-27, 1856 Conscientiousness respecting Property and Eights 

of otliers. The Water we Drink. Pursuit of Knowledge under Difficulties. 
The Tides and their Causes. Geography of Europe— N o. 2, Russia. 

December 29, 1856, to January 2, 1867 — The Advantages of Emigration. 
The Evils of Intemperance. Frugality and the Saving’s Banks. _ Conscien- 
tiousness respecting Debt. Geography of Europe No. 3, Austria. 

I found from tlio outset that lectures were admirahly suited 
to attract the attention of the men; hut being desirous to 
test that attention, and to discover if the memory and reason 
were affected equally with the curiosity, I appointed each Satur- 
day night for a species of competitive examination upon the 
subjects on which I had addressed thorn during the preceding 
five days. The results of this plan were quickly evident; tlie 
men were anxious to show their attention and memory, whilst 
their reasoning and understanding were fully evidenced in the 
nature of the queries addressed to each other. Those wlig are 
able to write make notes in their hooks ; and it is most interest- 
ino' to remark the quickness with which they detect errors in 
the answering, referring to their notes in case of any dispute as 
to accuracy. 

Another interesting point I would, Gentlemen, bring under 
your notice, and it is' this, that tlie less informed portion of the 
men appear to consider the lectures upon moral subjects as 
peculiarly interesting, being able to reason upon temperance, 
frugality, industry, and topics of this nature, hut not being 
sufficiently advanced to start questions upon geography or 
arithmetic with the better fetught section. When speaking to the 
men on moral subjects I have invariably made it a rule never, 
directly or indirectly, to infringe upon the duties of their 
respective chaplains, and I believe that those gentlemen are 
fully aware of the correctness of this statement. 

The men are not sufficiently long mrder my care to enable 
me to furnish any evidence of progress in school teacliing at all 
comparative with that which you would expect from an ordinmy 
school; in fact, the progress at Smithfield is a psychological 

one one of mind and character rather than of intellect and 

mere literal’}’' knowledge. I have, however, endeavoured to 
make the following table of progress in school knowledge as 



accurate as. possible: — 

Number able to read aad write on entering, and also 
lia-ving a fair knowledge of the simple and compound 
rules of arithmetic, ..... 65 

Number unable to read or write on entering, . . 85 

Number who entered and left the institution unable to 

read and write, . . . . .17 

Total, .... 167 



Of the eigbty-five who wei’e unable to read or ■write on enter- 
ing, forty-two were able to read their book of prayer, and receipt 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



83 



a bill on leaving ; the remaining forty-three could ■write their Smithfielb 
names, and read tire First Book of the Commissioners of National 

Education. The seventeen men here mentioned -«’ho made no ’ 

process in school knowledge -were aged and unable to speak 
the English language. ^ 

On Sundays I attend at the institution from five to six o’clock, 
p.m., and talk to the men in a familiar -way upon sobriety and 
industry, the necessity for self-dependence, and other kindred 
topics ; and I endeavour to induce those -who have left the insti- 
tution to re-visit it on these days, and support me in essaying 
to impress my views upon those not yet liberated. On Friday 
evenings, at the conclusion of the lecture, I -visit the infirmary, 
and spend some time with the men who may be there confined. 

This species of, if I may so call it, fellowship enables me to 
understand each man thoroughly ; and I have never grudged 
this self-imposed trouble of the Sunday and Friday evenings’ 
visitings ; for I believe that if such men as ours axe not indi-vi- 
dualizecl, all efforts at reformation, however earnestly made, 
must of necessity lose half their effect. 

During the year 167 men were discharged from the institu- 
tion; 112 on tickets of licence, and fifty-five absolutely. Of 
the 112 licensed men, 103 were Roman Catholics, and nine 
were Protestants and Dissenters. Twenty-four of the licensed 
men were married, and twenty of the free men. Of this total 
of 112 licensed men, five were re-committed; of the free men, 
none. And it is worthy of notice that but one of these men so 
again offending against the law "was married ; but I must here 
remark that he had separated himself from his wife for many 
years previous to his conviction. 

It being a self-imposed duty of mine, approved by you, to 
endeavour to secure employment for the men before they were 
permitted to leave the institution, I have devoted a considerable 
portion of time to the fulfilment of this task ; and I have kept 
in view the men employed in the county and city of Dublin. 

There are at present in Dublin and in the county forty-one 
licensed men and three free men ; and I classify them as to em- 
ployment as follows : — 



LICENSE!) MEN. 

Weavers, 

Shopmen, 

Painters, 

Masons, 

Carpenters, 

S-weeps, 

Shoemakers. 



Tailorf?, 

1 Servants, 

1 Labourers, . 

1 

1 THEE MEN. 

1 Shoemakers, 

1 Labourers, . 

10 



2 

1 

22 



1 

2 



Knowing the great importance which is at present attached 
to the ticket-of-leave question, I have carried out a system of 
weekly visitation of every man employed from the institution 
in Dublin, and within a circuit of twenty miles ; I find that they 
are, -with one exception, giving the most complete satisfaction. 
They are steady, honest, sober, and industrious. Many of 
tbe married men are often sorely pressed by the high price 
of provisions; but they generally bear their condition in a 
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olieerful and imsliaken spirit of honest patience and self-reliance. 
I have visited some of them in ivretcliodly poor lodgings ; I 
have seen them hadly fed, badly clothed, enduring much hard- 
ship, and wishing for, and asking nothing but, continuous 
employment. I have not found much difficulty in inducing 
persons to employ them ; but a.s they are not first-class tradesmen, 
their wa.ges are generally low ; and I would respectfully suggest 
that the mwi .should not be discharged until they are acq^uainted 
with their trades as rvell as the ordiiiary class belonging to those 
trades. Labourers, however, seoime employment easily, and 
retain it; hut coming, as they do, from prisons, and unac- 
customed, through lapse of time, to hard manual labour, they 
are not able readily to compete with those men who have been 
accustomed to out-door work. They have the will to toil, hut 
their physical strength is rarely equal to their mental energy. 
I have remarked also in the evidence of Mr. T. F. Elliott, in his 
third examination before the Transportation Committee of last 
session, that this same point has been urged upon the Home 
Office by the authorities in Western Australia. 

The wages of the labourers vary fi-om 7s. to 10s. per week; 
those of the tradesmen range from 12s. to 20, s. per week. They 
are, of course, content with these wages ; hut every man amongst 
them looks to a better future, and that better future he hopes to 
pass in the colonies. 

The majority are extra-careful in the hoarding of their prison 
earnings ; they have given to me every penny they can save 
towards forming an emigration fund ; and although this has 
been but eight weeks in existence, I already hold their saving’s 
bank books, which show a total deposit of ±.13 from ten men. 

They are all anxious to assist each other. I formed a loan 
fund last July, which is now certified under the Act of Parlia- 
ment ; and I have witnessed the gratifying spectacle of ticket- 
of-leave men becoming security for each other, and the bor- 
rowers, with very few exceptions, i-epaying with the strictest 
regularity. One ticket-ofleave man was on the Committee of 
Management, acting with some of the most industrious artisans 
of Dublin; and I feel bound to add that a sharper or more 
careful scrutiuizer of the names of securities, and the reasons 
inducing the borrowers to seek the loan, I havenever yetknown. 
This loan fund is now in a most flourishing condition, and 
amongst the shareholders there are several ticket-of-leave men. 
In the last week of December £80 were out on loan ; and the 
Goveniment registrar has highly approved of the society, and 
has certified its legality. 

I have stated above that the men arc anxious to serve each 
other ; and tliey feel an interest in the Suiithfield Institution 
not unlike that which Monsieur Demetz describes a.s a charac- 
teristic of the youths who have been the inmates of Mettray; 
and I cannot state to you the pleasure and astonishment whicli I 
experienced when visited, on various occasions during the pa.st 
summer, at the institution dm-ing lecture, by two who, quitting 
the institution, have enlisted and re-visited h in their uniforms. 
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They sat down in tlieii' old places, attending to the lecture. 

The moral effect of this upon the men in the institution is incal- pbison. 
culable. 

The following letters from the employers of some of our men 
are selected from many in the same spirit now before me : — 

December 12, 1856. 

Mt dear Sin, — The boy, R. A., yon sent me about ten months ago from 
Smithfield is stiU in my employment, and going on as well as can be desired. 

Tour obedient servant, 

J. P. Organ, Esq. J. G. 



December 19, 1856. 

De.vr Sir, — The man we took in on your recommendation has shown 
himself anxious to do all in his power to give satisfaction. iVe have increased 
his wages from 9s. to 12.!. a-weefc. 

Believe ns, dear Sir, yom' obedient servants, 

J. P. Organ, Esq. O’N. 8i Co. 

December 3, 1856. 

Dear Sik, — The six men recommended to me by you continue, I am glad 
to say, to afford me every satisfaction ; so much so indeed, that I am prepared 
to employ another, provided one can be found who can be safely recommended 
for good conduct and willingness to work. 

I am, dear Sir, yours sincei'ely, 

James P. Organ, Esq. J. M‘D. 

These letters will, 1 think, prove to any mind but the most pre- 
judiced, that the adult criminal is not necessarily irreclaimable. 

The institution at Smithfield has now become known to the 
public. Several gentlemen of di.stinction have visited it; and 
His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant has been a constant 
attendant, aiding our efforts by his countenance, and evident 
and frequently expressed interest in our success. The effects of his 
visits upon the men have been in the highest degree satisfactory. 

Although I cannot speak from a personal knowledge of the 
conduct and position of our men in England or in the country 
parte of Ireland, yet I have received the most gratifying accounts 
of their well doing from themselves and from their employers. 

You will, Gentlemen, doubtless have observed that for men 
who have been so long a time in prison, as most of those who 
have passed through Smithfield were, their progress in ordinary 
school knowledge in the prisons’ schools was wolully deficient. 
I have observe'cl that the men look forward to the school and 
lecture time in Smithfield with great and evident pleasure ; and 
from conversation with them, 1 attribute tins to the fact that 
the instruction is given at a period of the clay when all labour is 
closed. Thus, they do not look upon it as a part of daily work, 
but as a pleasant conclusion to the day upon the cessation of work. 

I do not, of coiu'se, presume to suggest any change in the 
present system of school teaching adopted in prisons, but I feel 
myself bound in duty to mention this, which appears to me a 
plain feet ; and I must further state I have almost invariably 
discovered that men registered as possessing a fair amount of 
knowledge, had but a parrot-like capacity of repeating words, 
without comprehending their meaning. 
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'Occasionally I hare had men under my charge in Smithfield 
who were, through early instruction, much superior in educa- 
tion to their fellows. When the zeal in self-improvement of 
these men was especially satisfactory, I have adopted, with great 
success, the plan of permitting them to take in turn the post of 
monitor ; and I have found that the effect upon the other men 
was in every respect satisfactory. 

Although none of the men are discharged from om’ institution 
until every precaution has been employed to seciu'e work for 
them in safe and trustworthy quarters, I have always en- 
deavoured to induce them before quitting to take the temperance 
pledge from a clergyman of that religious persuasion to which 
they may belong. About two-thirds of the men discharged have 
acceded to my request; and it is well worthy of notice that 
all thus acting have preserved most excellent characters. 

In closing this Eeport I would, Gentlemen, most respeotfull 
hut earnestly urge the necessity for the establishment of some 
home or refuge, such as that indicated by Mr. Shepherd, the 
Governor of Wakefield Prison, in his evidence before the Trans- 
portation Committee of last session, to which the men could 
apply for work at low rates of wages, when unable to obtain 
employment elsewhere. We find little difficulty iu procuring 
work for our men when leaving the institution ; our difficulty 
is to secure continuous employment — a difficulty which may be 
increased should the tone of the public press continue as at 
present. Give our men constant employment at any reasonable 
rate of wages, and from what I have seen, and from what I 
know of them, I am convinced that ten per cent, will be the 
full extent of revocations of tickets of hcence in Ireland, even 
though the most rigorous surveillance, provided it be judiciously 
used, is exercised in their regard. I have had, during the year, 
many struggles, through tie importunities of tlie men, and 
through the offers of employment apparently satisfactory ; hut, 
believing that in our experiment, more than in any other, to 
“ hasten slowly” is the surest and safest principle, I have endea- 
voured to resist the recommendation to you of any species of 
employment for any man unless I felt fully convinced that it 
wixs one which might be in reason expected to afford him' a 
means of honest subsistence, however small that subsistence 
might he, consistent with his maintenance in health and 
strength. 

It has been my custom to give the men the latest and most 
autbentic information upon the openings afforded to honest 
industry m Australia; and the new bi-monthly jornmaJ, “The 
Emigration Record,” is an especial favourite with them. It 
is published by Groombridge & Co., and I have subscribed 
to it for the benefit of the men. I cannot describe, in language 
which will not appear exaggerated, the positive delight which 
they expressed at finding that Western Australia might again 
he thrown open to them. Such books as we possess giving 
information upon the colonies were always favourite reading; 
but from the time at vfhich I was enabled to announce this 
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good news to them, the interest in these hooks was increased 
tenfold. I expect results of the most satisfactory nature, far more 
satisfactory than any I have been here able to record, from the ^ — 7- 
reported determination of the Government to carry out trans- ’ 

portation as a reward. I feel infinite satisfaction in being able to 
state to you, that so far as the most complete and intimate know- 
ledge of every fact connected with the history of our men who have- 
relapsed enables me to judge, not one would have fallen had he 
been enabled to obtain support here, or had he had placed before 
him the prospect of emigration to Australia within some fixed 
period, pro-^dded his conduct proved satisfactory. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

James P. Obgan, 

Lecturer at Smithfield. 

I append to my report two lectures delivered in Smithfield, as 
specimens of the kind of lectures which I have found most 
suited to the particular class of persons forming my audience. 

I think it necessary, in justice to myself, to observe, that 
these lectures should not be judged by severe rules of criticism. 

I have made no attempt at composition, my sole object from 
first to last being to explain common things in clear and simple 
language. I have not attempted to speak down to the level of 
the intellects of my audience, hut to draw them on, day by da.y,^ 
until they came up to the level of ordinary capacity. My chief 
aim has been to arrive at the mind, by exciting the curiosity; 
to arrive at the heart, by showing the men that we all feel a 
desire in common to recewe those who have erred from the 
path of rectitude ; and, having thus identified myself with my 
audience, I have been enabled to individualize them ; and thus, 
as far as the shortness of their stay in Smithfield ^ permitted, I 
have been successful in measuring the reliance wliich could he 
placed upon the appearances of reformation evinced by its in- 
mates. I have also appended some specimens of the manner in 
which some of the prisoners have been reported by their em- 
ployers. 

Lecture. 

Temperance and Sele-Controi.. 

The subjects on which I shall address you this evening are of 
the greatest importance, not only to you, hut to mankind ge- 
nerally. The subjects are Self-control and Temperance. 

To the absence of self-control is to he attributed many of the 
miseries and misfortunes of man. Where it does not flourish, 
temperance never thrives, hut the passions and desires assume 

an unbridled sway. ■ i • 

We must remember that there are many misfortunes in this 
life that are heedlessly brought on ourselves by indulging m 
certain vices, which are repulsive to the feelings of the Christian, 
as they are offen.sive to his God. 
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Gotersm'S(t ^rafortunately, is more prone to evil than to good, and 

Pitisox.' hence it is that the government of his evil propensities, should 
— p engage his .greatest attention, from the cradle to the grave. 

example in youth has, no doubt, a great influence on the 
future man ; and, perhap,s, many of you listening to me this 
evening can trace your present condition to the examples set you 
in, youth by drunken and profligate parents ; it is equally true 
that many of you have inflicted wounds upon the hearts of good 
and loving parents, who are now, perhaps, earnestly praying for 
the return of the “ lost one,” like the prodigal sou in the Scrip- 
tures, or gone down with their grey hairs in sorrow to the grave ; 
and, again, there are some amongst yon wdio have torn asunder 
the links which bound you to your wives and offspring; and, 
in those humble but, perhaps, happy homes, left the trail of 
crime, sorrow, and desolation. 

And, what may many of you thank for this? Is it not the 
absence of self-control, and the domination of the foul fiend in- 
temperance ? Being unable to govern or hold in check the evil 
propensities of you!' nature, you allowed yourselves to be led 
into the commission of crime, for which the laws of God and 
man call aloud for atonement. 

To avoid, in futtire, the mishaps of the past, you must first be 
temperate, and ever hold in detestation the life and career of the 
drunkard. That you may the better do so, I shall here offer a 
few remarks on the drunkard’s career — remarks you yourselves 
know to be borne out by facts that have even come under yom‘ 
own notice. 

The drunkard contrafcts the habit of indulging in spirituous 
liquors, a habit that grows with him day by day, till at last it 
plunges himself and his family into misery and ruin. He does 
not contract this habit all at once. No, it slowly creeps on ; and 
at any stage, if the victim possessed a spark of self-control, he 
might have checked his downward career to the vile slough of 
confirmed intemperance, and its pestilential train of demons — i 
discord, sin, an untimely end, and an unwept death-bed. When 
we see a man deprived of reason, of modesty, or shame, by drink, 
we are too apt to pass by and look upon it merely as an every- 
day ocourrenoe. The blasphemy vomited forth by him in this 
hideous state, his impure and unchaste expressions, may pass un- 
punished by the laws of the land; but there are other laws, laws 
which the drunkard cannot violate with the same impunity — the 
laws of God. The truth of what I say may be gathered from the 
ivords of Holy Writ itself, which says that the drunkard shall 
never enter into the kingdom of heaven. But even in this 
world the drunkard is punished, and w’hat is worse, he brings 
on punishment and misery on others. 

Who cm describe the drunkard's career? who can tell of 
the miseries and privations of his family? ■who can describe the 
wretchedness of Ills home? who can lelate the history of his 
children? and who, let me ask, can reflect on his sad end with- 
out horror and dismay ? — hurried, perhaps, into eternity -without 
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time being allowed him to say, “ May the Lord have mercy upon Smithfielo 

, J J L GOVEENHEET 

my soul. Prison. 

I have said that, even, in this life, the drunkard is punished. — - 

How often does it happen that he sees his wife die of a broken ‘ 

heart, his sons the inmates of our penitentiaries, or the living 
freight of our convict ships — while his dauglrters live on the 
cursed pay of prostitution, and, like the parent, meet an un- 
timely and reprobate death. Nay, in moments of remorse, the 
guariian angel long since fled, scared away by untold crimes, 
those poor, abandoned daughters of infamy and bad example, 
seek death by then- own hand. 

" One more unfortunate, 

Weary of breath, 

Eashly importunate 
Gone to her deatb. 



■Who was her .father ? 

Who was her mother? 

Had she a sister ? 

Had she a brother ? 

Or was there a dearer one 
Still, and a nearer one 
Yet, than all other ? 

Alas ! for the rarity 
Of Christian charity 
Under the sun ! 

Oh ! it was pitiful 
ITear a whole city full. 

Home she had none'.” 

There are some amongst you who already are, and almost all 
of yoti will, one day, be fathers. Now, let me ask you, after all 
you wept, sinned, and suffered, would you wish that those 
children, sent yon by God, would be placed in the position you 
now occupy, even favoured (in comparison to others) as it at 
present is ? Let me ask you would you wish your daughters to 
earn their bread by infamy? No, you would nut. I will 
answer for you. Well, men, remember the examine that is 
required of you, in order to, guard against those horrors I 
describe. Control your selfish propensities, govern your etdl 
nature, and resolve to begin as new and good men. 

Once yon pass the dangerous gate of intemperance, you lose 
all control of yourselves — ^like a stone, once put in motion from 
the top of a high mountain, increases in velocity at every bound 
as it descends, until it is helplessly plunged into the abyss below ; 
thus this scathing blight, this curse of our beautiful land, intem- 
perance, has lost many, very many sotils to heaven, and^ more 
subjects to onr sovereign than an invading army could effect. 

In speaking to men of your fallen class (and let me here 
impress on you, that when, in addressing you, I make use of 
the word/ffi^few., I only use it as a gentle reminder of your state, 
and the expression is accompanied by a well-founded hope 
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springing up in my breast, that you are repentantly working 
your way on the high road to the social position your Almighty 
Maker intended you should fill), it is necessary, f^say, that when 
I speak to men of your fallen class of self-control and'self-govern- 
ment, I should advert, at the same time, to intemperance. 

The temptations are so numerous, and, when you can purchase 
a momentary forgetfulness of your woes for a few penny-worths 
of whiskey, you fly to it — unmindful of the miseries and the 
horrors which follow. This is the time the arohtempter is 

waiting for — Satan, himself, marks his opportunity rushes in at 

this fatal moment, and seizes his prey. 

At the awaking hour after a drunken debauch, many, many 
made the first false step that eventually led to cells, chains 
lashes, and the felon’s death. Sweet are the blessinCTs of 
temperance ! Untroubled is the sleep, and bright and hopeful 
is the morning of the temperate man. 

Now, men, take my word for it, there is no certain safety 
for you after yon enter the world without the Temperance 
pledge. Poor, weak mortality glass is two, two calls 

lor thj ee, and so on . so, I repeat again, there is no certain 
safety for you but the Teetotal pledge. I know it, I feel it 
thoroughly; my own thoughts, feelings, and wishes are wound 
up in your fate. 



_ The conduct of the men who pass under my notice in this 
little hall is, at this period, of the utmost importance to the 
sacred cause of philanthropy and mercy. The world distrusts 
you aftei you enter the world you ivill be on a greater trial 
than when you stood before the judge in open court Many 
eyes will be on you, and the slightest slip will not go unremarke'd 
—nay, wfll be exaggerated. So, bear in mind what great mis- 
chief you will do to the unfortunates of, perhaps, another gene- 
ration, if you misconduct yourselves again. 

At this nioment your case, your present state and future fete, 
engages the attention of both the Parliament and press of those 
kingdoms. On you, then, on you, the very men now listening 
to me, much, very mncli depends. Oh, ho-w necessary it is for 
you to be always on your guai'd after you leave this. 

Kemeniber those you leave behind, and let not yoiu- miscon- 
duct hereafter rivet their chains. Say to yoiu-selves, my conduct 
will speak for myself, reflect credit on me, and help to unbar 
the prison doora of my poor companions left behind. The Tee- 
total pledge will be the passport of my safety. I wOl shun the 
dram-shop as a plague — the proceeds of my honest earnings 
shall never enter the til of the thankless publican. Sav, whSi 
temptation comes, I will have recourse to prayer, and ■'humbly 
and earnestly implore of God to strengthen me to resist the evil 
one, and alio’w the temptation to pass away. 

Men,_it_is_to you that religion opens widest her ever glorious 
gates_it IS ill misfortune that its holy halm steals more quietly 
and sweet y into the wounded heart, and raises the poor spirit 
to nopeiully contemplate a calm and sunny future. 
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I have endeavoured to trace the miseries and misfortunes of 
the drunkard to the absence of self-control ; but the want of this 
quality is equally to be deplored in another point of view; I 
mean the losing temper, giving way to anger, to hasty,passionate 
expressions, wounding the feelings of all around — nay, w-orse, 
striking and beating wives and chikhen, while the ungovernable 
fit lasts. 

The passionate man, when the fit is on him, sets all laws, 
human and divine, at defiance ; how many have, in this hour of 
ungovernable fury, dealt a death-blow to a near relative, or 
bosom friend. Days, years of sorrow and remorse, have fre- 
quently followed a hasty blow, given to those hound to us by 
ties of affection and love. 

The world is crowded with what we term passionate and ill- 
tempered men. They are often called by the mild term of men 
of hasty temper. Some people say, “he has a hasty temper: 
hut it is all over in a moment;” “he is a very good-natured 
fellow, and cannot help his temper.” This is p>retty reasoning — 
nice excnsing, after a man indulges in all the yiciousness of 
temper, leaving heartstings at every word — flinging, perhaps, 
your sister’s shame or brother’s misfortune in your face. When 
they condescend to cool, you must, I suppose, pocket all those 
insults, and say “ you were very hasty, but you are very good- 
natured.” Yes, and in another hour, perhaps, the hasty, pas- 
sionate man repeats his dose of insult and fury. Now, inen, do 
you understand mo, where was this man’s self-controlall this time ? 

Is not his hasty temper the grossest self-indulgence. _ Couple 
this species of temperament with intemperance. Think what 
dens of sorrow the passionate drunkard creates — what amount 
of misery does he not cause. When he dies, think you wives 
can regret him: why, in spite of themselves, in spite of their 
duties, his death must be a relief to them. As soon as children 
come even near maturity, they instinctively fly from the storm^y 
homestead. Oh, that we could ever bear in mind that a soft 
answer tiirneth away anger ; or, remember the advice of St. 
Paul— “ Be angry, and sin not; let not the sun go clown upon 
your wrath.” 

Decay and wasting of the intellectual powers make men 
peevish, passionate, and unbearable. The long use of strong 
liquors enervates the frame, weakens the powers of the stomach, 
and leads to countless ills — amongst others, the habitual loss of 
temper. Thus yon see, men, how welded together are those 
two evils, intemperance and the loss of temper. Long indul- 
gence in both gives them an entire mastery over us. Auger, 
like too much strong drink, hides us fr’om ourselves, but exposes 
us to others, If the man who has for years been a confirmed 
drunkard can form and religiously keep a resolution or pledge 
to refrain firom the fatal .poison, the man who has often been 
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“ And sorrow touclied "by thee, grows bright 
With more than mortal ray, 

As darkness shows us worlds of light 
We never saw hy day.” 
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CovMiNMEOT intoxicated witli anger should go and do likewise. He can but 
ti’y — ths effort may be crowned with success. 

— 7 Those amongst you affected with the sad disease of liad tem- 

ApoiT* P®’-’ — those amongst you who are easily excited to anger, and 

in this anger make use of expressions more becoming demons 
than Christians, to you, I say, think of Him who taught the 
devotion of perfect love. He who, in the agonies of death, 
prayed for and forgave his enemies. Do this, and yom- reward 
will be great and certain. 

I shall conclude, for the present, with the words of the Divine • 
Author of our faith — “ Love your enemies : do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that persecute and calumniate 
you.” 



Leoiuee. 

Canada and hek Resources. 

Canada was first discovered, in the year 1499, by Sebastian 
Cabot, and after being frequently visited by the French, was colo- 
nized by them in 1 608. This lively and intelligent nation saw in it 
the making of a great and productive colony. They encouraged 
emigration to it, they endowed its church, and nocordino' as 
civilization spread, divided it into lordships, or baronies, as we 
call them. Some of those lordships still exist, with their orand 
old French names. The accomplished and brave French gen- 
tleman, in after generations, intermarrying with the sensible, 
solid, Saxon Englishwoman ; and rice cersci', the stixrdy, honest, 
English yoenian uniting himself with the educated and graceful 
French dame, have produced a race of peojde at this moment 
inhabiting Canada that, for politeness, hospitality, and good 
nature, in every .sense of the word, is scircely to be excelled by 
any in existence. In 1759 it fell into the' occnpation of tlie 
English, and has remained in their possession up to this moment. 
It would be out of place hero to enter into a history of the 
events that led to the rupture with France, and consequejit 
war, in the course of which this interesting country was wrested 
from the crown of that country; so I shall content myself with 
referring merely to its last great battle— that of Quebec. The 
battle of Quebec was fought, between the French and Entrlish, 
in September 1759, on tiie heights of Abraham, which overhang 
the city. In this decisive and sanguinary engagement both 
generals were killed— the heroic General Wolfe, on our side, and 
the Marque.ss of Montcalm on that of the French. Our general, 
Wolfe, was much lamented by the nation and the army, as he 
"was a good man as well as a brave general. It mav be well to 
repeat the epitaph inscribed on his monument by "direction of 
the British Parliament “The Parliament erected this Monu- 
ment to the Memory of Major-General James Wolfe, who, 
having distinguished himself eminently in Europe and North 
AiMi’ica, by a stretch of magnanimity, gained a master victory 
at Quebec, September 13th, 1759, and fixed upon the spot, in 
death, the fulness of his fame.” This is, indeed, a glorious 
tribute, and richly he deserved it. Jn 1791 Canada was divided 
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into two provinces, tlie Upper and Lower; and every year since 
it has advanced with gigantic strides in tlie path of prosperity 
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and contentment. When the English took possession of the 
province they respected the ancient laws and rights of the 
colonists: private privileges were secured, and the church of 
the people acknowledged and protected. It is right to remind 
you, the old Canadians were of French origin, and, consequently, 
professors of the national lalth of the mother country, and had 
an endowed church and hierarchy of their own, just as we have 
here at home, which institutions were left in full and undis- 
turbed integrity by their new masters. 

At the present day it may be asserted, that amongst the nu- 
merous and flourishing colonies of Great Britain there is not to 
be foniicl one more flourishing, and certainly more content, than 
that of Canada. Its countless resources are hourly developing 
themselves; its population increasing in wealth, civilization, and 
refinement. No man with health, and willing to work, can he 
without a dollar in his pocket ; and if he he sohei and industrious, 
ere long without dollars in the hank too; aiul, as a matter of 
course, farms, flocks, herds, corn, and cattle follow. Plenty of 
work, and ample reward for that work, awaits the Canadian 
immigrant: it is there, indeed, “reward sweetens labour,” and 
man “an find a true aim for his activity. The tall tree invites 
the axe of the clearer; the limpid stream, wandering through 
sweet and untrodden meadows, woos the eye to rest with plea- 
sure on it, and make thereon a happy home.^ O, men, contem- 
plate the happiness of those who are sufficiently fortunate to 
secure a home in this fiivoured land. Past troubles only enhance 
the pleasure of present joys. Brothers follow them in the path of 
industry they have shown them ; sisters seek shelter from the 
storms of a cold world with them; and blest, thrice blest is the 
man who can boast to himself that he has created a warm chim- 
ney-nook for his aged parents beyond the Atlantic wa.ye. Acre 
after acre is added to the ferm yearly; the axe sounds cheerily 
in the light of the morning and evening sun; the tall tree tails 
with a merry shout from the strong and well-fed woodman. 

Well may he ’shout: the fall of that tree adds another rood to Ills 
farm— estate I should say— as the price of one of our pigs, our 
small pigs, would pay the rent of 100 acres Ihe knowledge, 
partial al it is, which you receive here of tailoring, slioemabiig, 

&c., would make vou invaluable assistants to some of those 
lar.Te Canadian farmers, as when the day s work would he clone, 
yoir could, bv the bright wood fire, ply your trade, and thereby 
fill your pocket. The proprietors iiivariahly treat then sei- 
vaiits— assistants they consider them— with kinclness ; they re- 
member that they took axe and spade in hand, some sl^it tame 
before, themselves, and that the path is open to you to do so 
likewise, and attain the same honourable , 

Thouo-h my object is not so much to make you acquainted 
with th^iiatural geography of the country as to point out to you 
r iXcemcnts^it goWs forth as a field or -nploynmn , yet I 
cannot allow to pass unnoticed the great iiatnial btanties and 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




94 Third Annual Ileport of the Directors 



I—St resources of native wealth of this favoured country 

Prison. 01 lakes and rivers. I must, therefore, ask your attention while 
I glance hurriedly at these subjects as I go along. 

Rffovt. Qeofjraphicnl Features . — Canada extends from Labrador on 

the east, to the western extremity of Lake Superior, on’ the 
west, a distance of nearly 1,600 miles, with an average’ breadth 
of 220_niiles. Its area is said to be 350,000 square miles or 
three times greater than that of Great Britain and Ireland. ’ 

By looking at the map you will see that the large Gulf of St 
Lawrence aiid^ Labrador, form its eastern boundary ; other 
British possessions extending to the great Pacific Ocean its 
western ; the territories of the Hudson’s Bay Company, its north- 
ern ; and the United States and Hew Brunswick, its southern 
The colony consists of two divisions, namely, Upper and 
Lower Canada. The former is sometimes knowm as Western 
Canada, and the latter as Eastern Canada. 

Upper or Western Canada contains about 100,000 square 
miles, and Lower or Eastern Canada about 206,000 square 
miles, or more than double the area of the upper province I 
do not now include the vast space occupied by the channel of 
the great river St. Lawi'ence, and part of the gulf of the same 
name, which by some is computed at a quarter of a -mmion 
square miles. 



The contents or areas that I mention here you are not to 
consider as precisely exact, for geographers very seldom ao-ree 
on these points. For instance, I find it stated on a different 
authority that the area of the whole of Canada, that is, the two 
divisions, upper and lower, taken together, comprises 346 863 
square miles. Be the area of the colony wliat it may, it is^suf- 
fioient for us to know that it is nearly three times greater than 
th^ 01 Great Britain and Ireland, as I have already mentioned 
Canada is one of the finest watered and best wooded coun- 
tries in the world ; her tiuiber forms one of the most important 
Items in her exports, several ships being annually laden with it to 
these kingdoms, 

I have just stated that Canada is finely watered. Her rivers 
® o T ® tlie grandest in the world 

pie St Lawrence stods at the head of the rivers in Canada. 
It takes its rise west of Lake Superior, under the name of the 
bt. Boms, and is known hy various names as it flows alono-. Thus 
between Lakc^ Superior and Huron it receives the name of the 
^ Huron and 

^ Erie and St. Clair, the 

Detioit; and between Ontario and Erie, the Niagara. It is 
not known as the St. Lawrence till it reaches Montreal, from 
whence it runs direct into the ocean, into which it i.s said to 
chsoharge every year 4,300,000 tons of fresh water. The 
ostuaiy, or mouth of this river, is 100 miles wdde- its basin is 
covtrerrwkir’' square miles, of which 94,000 are 

smncrin f a ■ Hver from its 

so ce to Its mouth is about 3,000 miles, varying in breadth 
trom one to ninety miles. ' J b 
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The scenery along the river St. Lawrence is Beautifully Smithfieio 
grand, and is thus described by one long familiar with its charac- 
teristic features : — r , “T 

“The river St. Lawrence, and the whole country, rinfold 
scenery, the inagnifioenoe of which, in combination with the most 
delightful physical beauty, is unequalled in America and perhaps 
in tire world. From both land and water there are frequently 
prospects which open a view of from fifty to 100 miles of river, 
from ten to twenty miles in breadth. The imposing features of 
these vast lairdscapes consist of lofty mountains, wide valleys, 
bold headlands, lusuriairt forests, cultivated fields, pretty villages 
and settlements, some of them stretching up along the moun- 
tains; fertile islands, with neat white cottages and rich pastures, 
and well-tended flocks ; rocky islets and tributary rivers, some 
rolling over precipices, and one of them, the “ Saguenay,” like 
an inland mountain lake, bursting througli a perpendicular 
chasm in the granite chain ; while on the bosom of the St. Law- 
rence, majestic ships, large brigs and schooners, with iimumerable 
pilot boats and river craft, oliarm the mind of the immigrant or 
traveller.” 

The scenery on approaching Quebec is traly magnificent. “ On- 
the left. Point Levi, with its romantic church and cottages ; on 
the right, the w'estern shore of the He d’Orleans, said to resemble 
so much the Devonshire coast; beyond, the lofty mainland opens 
to view, and the spectator’s attention is riveted by the magnifi- 
cent Falls of Montmorency, a river as large as the Thames at 
Richmond, and which precipitates its volume of waters over a 
perpendicular precipice 220 feet in height. The eye then rans 
along a richly cultivated country for miles, terminating in a ridge 
of mountains, with the city and battlements of Quebec rising 
amphitheatrically, creating, as it were, the ridge of Cape Dia- 
mond, and majestically towering over the surrounding country 
as if destined to be the capital of an empire — ^the whole panorama 
being one of the most striking views in the old or new wmrkt.” 

Justly may the Canadian people be proud of their noble river, 
and look upon it as the grand highway of their commerce. 

Though parts of this river are occasionally interrupted by rapids, 
some of which arc so great as to prevent vessels ascending them, 
yet the enterprise and energy of the Canadians have overcome^ 
the danger and difficulty here presented by means of a chain of 
grand canals, which renders the St. LawTenoe na.'^'igable for ves- 
sels of great burden for nearly its whole oonrse. 

The canals constituting this magnificent chain are the Welland, 

St. Lawrence, and Lachone canals, which are only rivaled by 
that which travellers regard as the greatest monument of Chinese 
industry.* 



• CANAL.s.-Mr. Hogau. iuWs admirable essay, ivferrmg to these eaiials, re- 
marks that— “ As early as 184,1, when the population of Dppy Canada was but 
4S5,357, and of United Canada only 1,114,867, and when their entire annnal 
revenue did not exceed £347, 000 , their lepslature had the courage to make m 
appropriation of half a milion pounds for these Works. As a consequence, iMks 
among the finest and largest in the world have l^een.oonstruoted and di^^^^ 
admiration with the splendid river they render more available for the use of all 
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rirers that flow into the St. Lawrence are the 
Prisos. uttowa, bt. Maurice, and Saguenay, on each of wliich I shall 
— make a few remarks in their turn. 

The Ottowa river is next in size and importance to the St 
Lawrence. Its length is about 780 miles, and in its course 
receives as tributaries many rivers which are equal in size to the 
largest in England. The country drained by this river abounds 
in natural wealth, perhaps more so than any other part of the 
mighty continent of America. I 

The basin of the Ottowa extends over an area of 80,000 square 
miles, which is said to be capable of supporting 8,000,000 of people 
The scenery along the Ottowa is so magnificent that no words' 
can adequately describe it. 

The country is represented as offering the greatest induce- 
ments to all classes of industrious and enterprisiiig immigrants 

a truth of which fresh proofs are every day afi'orded. Loixl El oin 
alluding to the vast advantages of tfiis portion of the colony^ in 
his despatch to the Government, about four yeais ago, 'says 
“ that the farmer who undertakes to cultivate unreclaimed land 
in new countries, often finds that not only does every step of 
advance which he makes in the wilderness, by removing him 
from the centres of trade and civilization, enhance the cost of all 
he has to purchase, but that, moreover, it diminishes the value 
of what he has to sell. It is not so, however, with the farmer 
who follows m the wake of the lumberman ; he finds, on the con- 
trarv, m the wants of the latter, a real demand for all that he 
produces, at a price not only equal to that procurable in the 
ordinary marts, but increased by the cost of tranisport from them 
to the scene of the lumbering operations.” 

In closing my remarks on the Ottowa river, I should perhaps 
tell YOU that the natural -vvealtli of the country throucrh -which 
It flows comprises an inexhaustible supply of iron, vast q°uantities 
of timbei (m fact, the forests here are, perhaps, the finest in the 
worla), copper, lead, plumbago, marble, &c. 

passenger, as he retm-ns hy the canals, finds it indeed difficult 
to tell V iioh to iiflmire more, the workswhicU have been the offsprin" of enter 

Wisely and AveU ? Or if the tens nf S ^ 

the space to thein that tK™ singular interest, and I shall devote all 

.treatK,%S." important matters 
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This district furnishes annually to the European markets alone Smithpieid 
25,000,000 cubic feet of timber, 850,000 deals and planks, -with 
a vast variety of other timber. — 

I now close my remarks on the Ottowa river with the following ' 

extract from the Report of the Government Agent to the Crown 
Lands Department relative to the wealth of the district : — 

“On principles of calculation admitted by persona of expe- 
“ rienoe to be correct, after making deduction for barren ground 
“ and destruction by fire, it is estimated that there are still stand- 
“ ing on the Ottowa and its tributaries, about 45,811,200 tons of 
“ of timber, of the kind and average dimension now taken to 
“ market, and about 183,244,800 tons of a smaller size, though 
“ still valuable.” 

The river St. Maurice drains a large and valuable tract of 
country also, which within a few years has had its sources of 
wealth developed by men of perseverance and enterprise. Several 
companies have been formed and are engaged in the timber trade, 
and Government has expended large-sums of money in the con- 
struction of rafts for conveying timber down the river. 

Along the banks of this river are extens^e fields of iron ore, 
and many extensive iron works. 

The Saguenay, 200 miles distant from the St. Mainice, is a 
beautiful river, and of great depth. The scenery of its banks is 
perhaps not exceeded in beauty and subbmity in any part of 
America. Many of the' rooks on its shores attain the height of 
8,000 feet. 

Many large manufactimes are to be found on this river, and 
numerous ships laden with timber, destined for Great Britain. 

I have given you a brief account of the principal rivers in 
Canada ; very brief indeed, but the time just now does not permit 
me to dwell any longer upon this point of our lecture. Of course 
you can uuderstand'that in such a country as Canada very many 
rivers exist, which I have not noticed now, but in a future lecture 
they shall engage our attention. 

The Lakes of Canada come next under our notice. They are 
very many, but I shall only tell you about a few of the principal 
ones, and these are lakes Superior, Hiu'on, Erie, and Ontario. 

. These lakes form a grand chain and are all situated on the 
river St. La'nmence. 

Lake Superior, as its name denotes, is superior to all other 
fresh-water lakes in the ■world. Indeed it may justly be termed 
an inland sea. 

This queen of lakes covers an area of 32,000 square miles. 

Its length is 430 miles, breadth 160 miles, depth 1,200 feet, and 
circumference 1,750 miles ; it is said to receive the waters ^of 
nearly 200 I’ivers. It contains a great number of islands, and its 
shores are rocky, hut for the most part covered with timber. 

Its waters are discharged into Lake Huron by a part of the 
St. Lawrence, known as the River St. Mary. 

Lake Huron is another vast sheet of water, 250 miles long, 220 
miles broad, and about 900 feet, deep. ^ A line drawn round the 
lake would measure 1,100 miles. This lake receives the waters 

H 
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and contains good harbours on its north coast. 
Peison. J-he Kiver bt. Uair connects the lake witli Lake Erie, which 
he termed the third great lake in Canada. 

Tliis lake runs from east to west, and is 280 miles lono-, sixtv'- 
three broad, and covers an area of 11,000 square miles. ^ 
This lake is bordered by a most fertile tract of country, which 
renders it of much commercial importance. That part of the St 
Lawrence known as the River Niagara, connects this lake with 
Lake Ontario. On this river are situated the Falls of Niagara 
which I shall speak of hy-and-by. ' ’ 

Ontario is 180 miles long, eighty broad, and having a circum- 
ference of 7,000 miles. The scenery of this lake is truly beau- 
tiful, and many harbours, deep and capacious, are to be found 
round its coasts. Like the other lakes, it receives the waters of 
many rivers, amongst which is that of the St. Lawrence, which 
flows from it in one uninterrupted course of 700 miles to the 
great Atlantic Ocean. 

All the lakes that I have mentioned are raised one above the 
other, and many rapids and waterfalls are thus caused on those 
pm-ts of the St. Lawrence which connect them. The following 
will give you some idea of the position of these lakes. 

Lalm Superior is raised 672 feet above, the level of the sea- 
Lake Huron is thirty feet lower than Lake Superior; Lake Erie 

Huron; and Lake Ontario is 
631 feet lower than Lake Erie. These two last-mentioned lakes 
1 have already told you are united by the River Niagara, which 
IS thuty-three miles long, and slants or descends sixty-six feet in 
tins short distance. 

The FaDs of Niagara, which I mentioned a wdiile aeo, are 
Situated bet'vveen Lakes Erie and Ontario. 

This cataract presents the most magnificent scene perhaps in 
the world ; the perpendicular height of the fell hoiiig about 150 
feet, with a breadth of 3,500 feet, or about three-fourths of a 
mile. I rom the weight of this vast body of water and the quick- 
ness of Its descent, the ground in the neighbourhood is always 
i^mbhug whilst its roar is heard on every side for a distance of 
nifceen or twenty miles. 

^i,L?‘T!i given yon some information about some of the 
Canada or rather of America. A 
desciiption of all would he impossible to embrace in the limits 

fn.? 1 FT ’ A ‘ yon to remember this remarkable 

tact, that the American lakes contain more than half the quantity 
oi fi-esh water in the world. ^ ’’ 

rivlFFFF'* ’'T brief sketch of the lakes and 

suIF- present, and give me your attention while I 

inmnrtari+ which, if not so interesting, are equally 

Siam! ^ ® natural pro- 

uo^Td Timber.— The value of timber ex- 

™o™ted to £2,355,255 ; and the 
£620 m in Quebec during that year maybe estimated at 
aib^O,t»7, Of the timber exports the value of the quantity, 
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according to Mr. Hogan, sent to Great Britain amounted to Smitepieu) 

£1,682,125 ; to tlie Britisli Colonies, £11,000 ; and to the United 

States of America £654,544. — - ' 

The consnmption of timber for home purposes during the same 
year might ho computed at least to £2,000,000. We may, there- 
fore set down the proceeds of the forests for 1853 at £4,532,000. 

Canada possesses all kinds of ornamental timber ; and one 
kind called the black walnut is' superior in durability and grain 
to the mahogany and rosewood used in Europe. 

Pot and Pearl Ashen.- — The value of these articles exported in 
the same year amounted to £157,000. 

¥-urs and Slcim. — The value of furs and skins exported in the 
same year is estimated at £32,000. 

Fisheries. — The fisheries of Canada contribute very largely 
to her wealth. 

The produce of this trade in 1853 was about 110,000 barrels; 
and the value of the fish exported £85,000, viz. : — to the United 
States, £18,355 ; to British North American Colonies, £15,072; 
to Great Britain, £8,801; to foreign colonies, £42,770. 

The following is an extract from a paper prepared by Mr. 

Bouchette, and published hr the House of Assembly in 
1852;— 

“Rushing periodically in certain seasons from the Atlantic, 

“ whether by the passage of Canso or by the entrance to the ' 

“ gulf, between Cape Ray and Ca.pe Lawrence, the cod, herring, 

“ haddock, mackerel, and the various gregarious finny tribes, in 
“ immense shoals, spread along the vast extent of coast that is 
“ presented by the gulf shores of Cape Bi'oton, Nova Scotia, New 
“ Brunswick, Gaspe, the north coast of the St. Lawrence, and 
“ Labrador, to the Straits of Bello Isle ; then along the western 
“ coast of Newfoundland to Cape Ray, presenting upwards of 
“ 2,000 mile.s of iii-shore fisheries, beside.s the numerous rivers 
“ and streams which are ascended for miles by salmon, as well 
“ as a quantity of fresh- water fish, which forms a very produc- 
“ tive br.anch of the fisheries of these provinces.” 

Mineral Wealth. — Canada abounds in mineral wealth ; gold, 
silvex, iron , copper, have been found in various places throughout 
the colony ; and the development of these sources of wealth 
only aivait the energy and enterprise of men of capital to give 
employment to thousands, and thus show to the world that nature 
has been bountiful in her gift? of these metals, as well as in the 
other treasures of which I have already spoken. 

Agricultural Produce. — As an agricultural country, Canada 
offers inducements of the most favourable land to the farmer 
and agricultural laboui'er. In 1852 the exports of agricultural 
produce amounted to £1,274,214 3,s. lOi., while in the succeed- 
ing year it increased to nearly £2,000,000. 

Canada is a very extensive wheat-growing country.' In 1851 
the produce was considerably above 15,000,000 bushels, of which 
upwards of 4,250,000 bushels were exported. 

Soil. — The soil of Canada is, generally speaking, extremely 
fertile, being improved and enriched in many places by the 

H 2 
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asies of fires wliicli sometimes occur in tlie forest, and thus 
acting as manure for the land for many years. 

Mr. Morris, in his Prize Estay on Canada, tells us that “ The 

“ soil of Canada is adapted and the climate favourable for the 
“ growth of wheat, peas, rye, barley, oats, buckwheat, hay, hemp 
“ and flax, grass seed, Indian corn, and poftatoes ; and of aU 
“these large quantities are raised. Upper Canada is best 
“ adapted for wheat, and produces it most largely ; but Lower 
“ Canada grows no inconsiderable quantity, and produces also 
“ large quantities of peas, oats, and the coarser grains generally 
“ Its _ soil is also well adapted for the growth of root crops," 
“ which should be more extensively grown, in view of the 
“ importance of fodder, which is rendered more valuable in con- 
“ sequence of the length of the winter. Flax and hemp mio-ht 
“ also be grown with great advantage to the country. Lower 
“ Canada is especially suited for their growth ; and these articles 
“ might prove a great som-ce of industrial wealth, and crive em- 
“ ployment to a thrifty population. Flemp and flax giw with 
“ the greatest luxuriance.” 

Climate— Ttie climate of Canada is healthy and salubrious 
perhaps more so than that of any of the United States. Much’ 
no doubt, has been said of the severity of its winters ; but facte 
and figiu-es go clearly to prove that the climate of Canada is 
every day becoming more and more salubrious, and more 
favourable to health and long Ufe. 

In 1851 there were in Lower Canada over 100 years of age 
38 persons ; between 90 and 100 years, 417 ; between 80 and 9o’ 
3,030; between 70and_80, 11,084; between 60 and 70, 24,09s! 

In Upper Canada, in the same year, there were over’ 100 
yearsof age 20 persons; between 70 and 80, 7,166; between 
60 and /O, 20,-66; so that the balance is in favour of the lower 
province, as regards the longevity of its inhabitants, and, 
doubtless, to he referred to the greater comparative dryness of 
the atmosphere. 

“ In Lower Canada, it may be further stated, that melons ripen 
treely in the open air ; p)lums and pears grow abnndantlv, and 
apples attain a peculiar degree of excellence, the apples "of the 
Island of Montreal bang especially famed. Peaches and grapes 
also ripen freely with the aid only of glass. On the whole it 
may be s.afely asserted that while the province presents great 
diversities of climate, yet the general character of its climate is 
both to the maintenance of the physical 
lealth of the inhabitants of the province, and also to the i)ro- 

■■ 1 * "‘*'^ 1 ? province is sufficiently proved by its 

jloudless shies. Its elastic air, and almost entire absence of fogs. 

« the atmosphere has a most invigorating effect 

upon the spirits. The winter frosts ai’e severe and steady, and 
“ wgetation with wonder- 

“ the spring of Canada dififers much 

from the spniig of many parts of Europe; but, after her long 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Con vict Prisons in Ireland. 



101 



“ winter, the crops start up as if by magic, and reconcile her 
“ inhabitants to the loss of that which elsewhere is often the pmsos. 
“ sweetest season of the year. If, however, Canada has but a — y 

“short spring, she can boast of an autumn deliciously mild, and. 

“ often lingering on with its ‘Indian summer’ and golden sunsets, 

“ until the month of December.” 

Manufactures. — As a manufacturing country, Canada may 
be said to be only in its infancy. Many of her manufactured 
articles, however, obtained prizes in the great Exhibition of 
London in the year 1851. 

Ship-building, especially at Quebec, forms the most important 
of her trades. The vessels built there having obtained a repu- 
tation for their speed, solidity, and beauty of outline. 

In the year 1853 forty-eight sliips, with a tonnage of 49,000, 
were built at Quebec, valued at £500,000; being an increase in 
one year of twenty-two ships, at a value of £340,000. 

The average annual value of vessels built at Quebec is esti- 
mated at £500,000. 

Iron Many mines of this valuable mineral are now being 

worked ; and, from the accounts received both of the quantity 
and quality of this metal to be found in Canada, we may safely 
conclude that in a few years it will form one of the most import- 
ant sources of wealth in the colony. The bar iron manufac- 
tured in Canada is equal to the best Swedish Iron, while some 
of the iron found in the vicinity of Lake Superior has been 
pronounced superior to any in the world. 

Woollen Goods and Furs. — Canada produces a large quantity 
of woollen goods, and of a most superior quality, for which their 
manufacturers have received various prizes. For her furs, Canada 
stands unrivalled in the world. 

Canada has her tanneries, her foundries, her mills, her brew- 
eries, and her innumerable factories of all descriptions, which, 
added to her fertile valleys, her luxuriant forests, and her un- 
rivalled water-power, invite the labourer and the capitalist to 
her shores, rich in beauty, abounding in natural wealth, happy 
homes, and hospitable people. 

Commerce. — ^The commerce of Canada has increased wonder- 
fully within the last few years. The increase in her commerce 
from 1852 to 1853 alone was upwards of £5,000,000. 

■ In the latter year the exports of the country amounted to 
nearly £6,000,000. 

The exports were as follow : — produce of the mines, 

£27,339 3s. 2A; produce of the sea, £85,000 13s. M ; pro- 
duce of the forests, £2,335,255 2s. 2<f. ; animals and their 
produce, £342,631 7.s.; vegetable food, 1,995,094 15s. 9rf.; 
other agrioultm’al products, £26,618 17s. Vid.', manufactures, 
£35,106 9s.; other articles, £15,823 11s. 3rf. 

I have told you that the progress made by Canada in her norm 
merce was astonishing — so perfectly so, indeed, that we shomd 
he scarcely inclined to believe it had we not proofs which bid 
defiance to doubt or contradiction. 

The merchants of Canada are up and doing, as are all hnr 
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P®0Pl®; """I'®!! ^® remember that at the close of the last 

Prison. century, or thereabouts, what is now the fertile, wealthy, and 
prosperous_ Canada, was one vast unsightly wilderness’ we 
Xepiirt. must admit that the energy and enterprise displayed by this 
people gives them a claim to a superior rank on the American 
continent. 

I will now speak a few words on the chief towns of the 
colony in which we are all so deeply interested ; and in doinc so 
I shall now and then allude to their rapid rise and almosf in- 
credible progress. 

As I have, perhaps, spoken too long already, I shall confine 
my observations to four of the principal towns, Toronto and 
Kingston in Upper Canada, and Quebec and Montreal in Lower. 

Toronto, the capital of Upper Canada, is a very handsome 
town, and beautifully situated on the northern border of Lake 
Ontai'io. It was the seat of parliament of Upper Canada until 
both Canadas were united by Act of Parliament in 1841. 

Toronto, in 1826, had not 2,000 inhabitants, while its popu- 
lation at this inonient is upwards of 30,000. It has risen noth 
great rapidity; its progress, social and commercial, show an 
miterprising and intellectual people. The surrounding district 
is veiy fertile, and mansion- houses and richly cultivated farms 
add to the beauty as well as indicate the wealth and comfort 
of Its inhabitants. In ten years the population of this town in- 
creased upwards of 16,000. 

_ Kingston is a considerable town, situated on the Lake Ontario, 
just at the efflux of the St. Lawrence, close to a number of 
islands. The population of this town is upwards of 10,000. 
Its inhabitants are most industrious and well behaved, and the 
prosperity of the town is advancing every day, as may he 
judged from the fact, that in ten years its population, has in- 
creased 5,000. ^ 

In 1TO3 it consisted of but one Indian’s hut, containing 
twelve xamilies. ^ 



Ottowa is another rising city, called after, and situate.d on the 
beautitiil river of that name. 

• Pr®of of tie pro^-ess of this city, it may be stated that, 
111 IBoO, 1 consisted of 140 houses, some of which were mere 
population of the city at present is upwards of 

purchased for £80, 1 am sin-e that some of it is worth at the 
present time £20 a-foot. 

Quebec, the capital of Lower Canada, is situated on the St. 

in district; its population is about 

40,000, chiefly descendants from the French 

Its fortifications, its great port, and its very favoui-ahle sitiia- 
tion for commerce, render it one of the most imposing and 
hemtiful cities in any of the British colonies. 

tl,’ I- nearly doubled its population within the last 

thirty years. 

Montreal was formerly the second city in Lower Canada, but 
s now 0 greater importance than Quebec, it being the seat of 
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government. Its population is considerably above 40,000, con- Smhhfiei.t> 
sistlng of English and French in nearly equal numbers. 'pSn™'' 

The Catholic cathedral in this city is, perhaps, the most stately — y 

and magnificent building in the whole continent of America. 

, Montreal has trebled her population in thirty-four years, and, 
if not the most substantial, is certainly the most beautifully built 
city in America. 

Banks were established at a very early period in Canada. 

These banks have extended their operations with the growth 
of the country ; and though the number of them has greatly 
increased, still the business of banking has been so honestly and 
so prudently managed that there never yet has been known an 
instance of' a Canadian bank stopping payment. Does not this 
spealc forcibly for the healthy tone and state of society, and the 
unmistakable progress of the colony. Contrast this state of 
afiairs with the banking proceedings of the United States. 

Why, men, there is scarcely a bank in the United States that 
has not broken down. A man in the United States might go 
to bed in the possession of wealth, and rise a beggar in the 
morning — his favonrite bank had stopped payment, and its chief 
gone “ over the border.” In Canada there is no boasting. In 
this department all is certainty, solidity, and honesty. 

As a whole, the hanks of Canada have been judiciously 
managed, and aflPord to the capitalist safe and favom-able 
investment. 

The press of the colony is also in a most flourishing and 
healthy state, decidedly moral, and for efficiency, general infor- 
mation, and character, quite equal, and, in fact, in many cases 
superior to the provincial press of our own country. In every 
ordinary sized town of Upper Canada, and in all the cities of 
Lower Canada, there is a press and a newspaper — perhaps two. 

The city sheets, that is, the returns of, the imports and exports 
shipping published in every seaport, &c., contain, in addition to 
commercial intelligence, much interesting literature, and matter 
of importance and utility. 

Ability, energy, and liberality are the leading features of the 
Canadian press, and' its growth has been both steady and rapid. 

The first newspaper was established by Mr. Brown, of Phila- 
delphia, in 1763, “The Quebec Gazette,” which still exists. 

The number of French and English papers published in 
Upper Canada in 1853 was forty-three, which afforded a paper 
for every 20,000 inhabitants; in Lower Canada, 114 papers m 
1854, that is one for every 8,000. The disparity between the 
two provinces is p;i'adnally diminishing, and it is he hoped will 
soon altogether disappear, owing to the general dif^sion of 
education throughout the lower province. None of the ^^ws- 
papers in either province is confined exclusively to political 
topics ; most of them contain nseM selections and general 
inrarmation in various branches of literature and science ; and 
it is pleasing to observe, that, as far as is known, tlmy all breathe 
a tone favourable to public morality. Would to God we comd 
say as much for our own periodical press. 
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Govmnmebi *1“ whole, Canada has every reason to he proud of her 
Pmson. educational institutions ; and their bearing on her future is a 
very important consideration, inasmuch as, no doubt, they must 
greatly tend to her advancement and progress in general 
enhghtenment. Her system is a noble one, inferior to none 
pursued in other countries; superior to that of many; scarcelv 
yielding, in fact, to the Hational education in Ireland. 

The schools and educational institutions of Canada are built 
on a most superior plan ; and I may assert, without exaggeration 
that the system of education now established in that country 
Hr exceeds_ in comprehensive details any thing of the kind in 
Hreat Britain. The school-houses are generally supplied with 
maps, standard school books, and other necessary educational 
requirements. In these schools — rarely not more than a mile 
and a-half from the most remote of the settlers in the district— 
the children receive a sound and useful English education quite 
adequate to all the ordinary avocations of life. In some dis- 
tricts the schools are free — that is, they are open to all children 
between the ages of five and sixteen without charge ; but in 
the greater proportion, a tuition fee of a quarter oi a dollar, 
that IS, a shillmg a month, is charged, and this is the highest 
amount allowed by law to be levied. A lai-ge proportion (S' the 
teachers of the common schools in Upper Canada are trained 
at the normal schools at Toronto, m which city there is a great 
university, or college, also, like our Trinity College. lAder 
exis mg laws, the child of the poorest labourer, who disfc 
guishes himself as a successful competitor for a free scholarship 

of attendmg one of the 

than rtf higher pretension 

than the schools I have been speaking of). Here, again, he has 

^i'ee scholarship in the highest educational 

t notion “"rif if merits entitlf him to that dis- 

notion. Thus an educational ladder has been erected by the 

2 e^^rt inhabitant mj; 

SL of rt® eminence, with the 

hood as h^ tnjSSf respectable in his neighbour- 

nial^S; vf r the industrious, honest 

law or the inedLf ® ® ornament to the church, the 

Mr^tLl cMdt himself and 

fvL clream could 

every on^f It heartfelt pleasure I mark in 

V exception, a desire to learn and make 

time of yo";! ;:jy7ers.“ 

h^rts to see your chilS®7''hlstldtvi& !ty)Scdv^ atouiid" 
brightest iewtTT\f which is aptly called “the 



IS no country on earth, even our 
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own, where the local legislature takes more care of the people SMiTHFiBxr 
generally, and diffuses the gi’eater good to a greater number. 

The charitable institutions founded on true philanthropy extend — y 

their blessings to all around. The hospitals, well endowed, and 
presided oyer by able and well-chosen oiBcers, are a model for 
older states. 

The postal system is as well organized as our own. Public 
libraries adorn every township. Railways intersect the country 
to a vast extent, and others are being constructed. At the 
close of last year, 1856, Canada had 2,000 miles of fully- 
equipped railway, which cost her about £18,000,000 sterling. 

What a powerful impetus this net-work of railroads will give to 
the development of the boundless resources of this country. 

In this little lecture I have endeavoured to advert to all matters 
most likely to awaken yoru' attention, to stimulate your energies, 
and guide your thoughts towards this glorious and happy land. 

It would be useless to encumber this lecture with minute 
details, as it would distract your mind from the main point 
of my discourse. I have attempted to describe the country, 
its soil, its climate, and its resources ; to trace its people’s 
advancement, to show how they govern themselves, and what 
are their institutions; to exhibit, in short, what may guide 
industry in search of a place wherein to reap the richest rewards, 
and capital in quest of a field for profitable investment. 

“ To the poor who are struggling against becoming poorer 
to those whose own circumstances place them beyond reach of 
want, but regard with anxiety the future condition of their 
younger dependents; to the “hewers of wood and drawers of 
water,” into whose dreams a hope of domestic comfort or 
independence never dared to enter, what a prospect does tliis 
noble country hold out. Here a million and. a-half of men as 
poor and as friendless as yourselves have been able to fling 
away the weight of poverty from their limbs, and here is ample 
room for millions more to emulate their example. 

I have endeavom-ed to give some idea of the wealth of this 
country, and though by no means capable in the limits of a 
lecture to do the subject the justice it deserves, still I flatter 
myself the picture must appear tempting. Let me now ask, who 
were the men who created, who now enjoy this vast property ? 

Were they conquerors? Were they capitalists? Were they 
supported by powerful jprinces? No, on the contrary, they 
were the oppressed and hopeless of the old continent of Europe, 
with no other wealth than stalworth arms, no support but the 
confidence that ever accompanies perseverance and industry. 

Let you who listen but resolve to imitate the industry, enter- 
prise, and the laudable ambition which distinguish the present 
inhabitants, and which contributed so signally to the success of 
the early settlers of this country ; and rest assured that, if 
Canada has wealth, Canada will afford you every opportunity, 
every facility to honestly acquire your share of it. Yes, seek 
this shore; be steady, be virtuous, be honest; and I feel con- 
vinced that I by no means prophesy falsely if I say, that a day 
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may come when, your former errors no longer remembered, you 
may stand erect before your fellow-man, happy in your home in 
this world, and happy in the hope of an eternal one in the world 
to come. 



Suferi,amdenf, SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Report. 

Smithfield Convict Prison. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to -submit my First Annual 
Report and Statistical Returns of this prison for the year ending 
31st December, 1856. 

I was, you are aware, appointed Superintendent (on the 1st 
April last) in room of hir. Lamb (late Governor), who was super- 
annuated at that time ; and, having been Deputy-Governor and 
Master of Worhs since the opening of this prison, iiiApril, 1844, 
I am quite familiar with its duties as well as its favourable 
working. 

The system of ticket-of-licence having been introduced in 
January last, and this jprison converted into a reformatory insti- 
tution from the 1st of that month, all the prisoners not in the 
exemplary class were removed to Newgate and Philipstown, 
lea-ving fifty of that class remaining here. 

Previous to the retirement of the late Governor, the staff was 
considerably reduced, and none retained but tradesmen to 
instruct the prisoners at their several trades, a clerk to assist in 
keeping the books, &c.,, and a gate-porter to attend the gate and 
assist in the stores. The exemplary, class not requiring that 
supervision which is necessary for ordinary prisoners, doing a 
great many things for themselves and the use of the prison, such 
as cooking, messengers, and taking letters, &c. 

As the exemplary prisoners arrived, I placed them at dif- 
feretit trades (some of whom knew little of handycraft work 
premous to their reception, being the greater part of their time 
on public works), such as tailoring, sboemaking, carpentry, tin- 
smiths, brush-making, nailers, &c. ; and the aged and infirm I 
j^laced at net and mat making, be.sides doing the ordinary work 
of the prison, such as limewashing, sweeping, cleaning, &c., 
having all the tradesmen steadily employed -without interruption 
for nine and a-qnarter hours each day. 

The trades are carried on with great energy, and much has 
been done, which shows that the j>rofits of the prisoners’ labour 
is more than sufficient to pay for their food and clothing, as well 
as some other ordinary expenses; and had they all a better 
knowledge of trades on their first arrival here, I have no doubt 
but the prison would be self supporting. 

The great amount of work performed is partly cwing to the 
interest taken by the prisoners, who receive a small amount of 
their earnings weekly ; the balance, with a gratuity of 9rf. per 
week allowed to each, they receive on liberation, if not exceeding 
£2 ; the surplus, if any, I keep in my hands for a space of three 
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months, unless a special authenticated application he made, Smithpield 
■which is submitted to the Directors for approval. 

And here I should observe, that the earnings of the men — 
are far short of what they would he if they were more expe- 
rienced on their arrival here, or remained here a much longer 
time ; hut most of those men, untrained to habits of industry in 
yorith, make very little proficiency during the first stages of 
their confinement, and some of them are necessarily employed 
as labourers on public works, and on coming here are nearly 
useless at industrial in-door employment. Then, they seldom 
remain here more than from four to five months, a penod quite 
insufficient for many of them to make any proficiency in a 
knowledge of a trade, or indeed of any remunerative bi'anch of 
in-door labour ; and I am confident that this alone prevents this 
establishmoiit being nearly self-supporting. 

While here, every thing possible is done by the trades’ in- 
structors to enable them to work for the shops when liberated ; 
and I am happy to be able to say, that many of them are em- 
ployed by respectable parties in Dublin. 

During the year 1856, 112 prisoners have been released on 
licence, and fifty-five absolutely discharged ; of the 112, only 
five are known to have relapsed into crime ; thirty of the men 
released on licence are employed in Dublin and its vicinity, and 
are giving their employers perfect satisfaction. Many of them 
visit this establishment frequently, and it is most gratifying to 
■\vitness their orderly manner and improved condition; the 
remainder of them are located in different parts of the country, 
with the exception of a few who have gone to England, their 
friends there having provided employment for them ; a few we 
have heard enlisted, and three others have emigrated. 

A regular correspondence is kept up wdth each of them, and 
A registry of same kept in the office ; most of them give very 
satisfactory accounts of their condition and prospects. If at any 
time I have reason to doubt their statement, I address a letter 
to the employer or clergyman of the parish (persuasion of pri- 
soner) in which he resides, and I am happy to state that I in- 
variably receive very gratifying accounts. The following is the 
copy of a letter from a clergyman concerning a man released on 
licence in May last, who has, therefore, been eight months at 
liberty, and several such axe registered in the office : — 



24tli December, 1856. 

Sxn, I received yours of the ITtli inst. concernini^ M. F. oftMstowii, 

released on licence in May last : and I am happy to be able to state that he 
worked till lately at the shoemaklng trade, (learned in prison) with the man. 
who signed the application offering him employment; that he has now 
begun on his own account ; that he has been sober and industrious ; and I 
have reason to hoiDe that he will become a good member of society. 

I am, sir, &c. 

The Superintendent, Smithheld 
Prison, Dublin. 

Of the 112 men released on licence, eighty-nine of them have 
been heard from up to this date, twelve of them have been heard 
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ofregdarly up to 1st October last, eight of them have never 
PaisoN.' fceen heard of, and the remaining three are not long released, 
— , and may be heard of soon; of the fifty-five men absolutely dis- 
SlTorf “ “ charged, the majority have also been heard of, and, as far as can 
be ascertained, are going on tvell. 

Prisoners, when about three months in this prison, are allowed 
out as messengers through the city with letters, orders to con- 
tractors, &c., and, although having a portion of their weekly 
earnings in their possession while out, not the slightest instance 
of misconduct has occurred. 

Witlr reference to the conduct of the prisoners it is gratifying 
to find that the best feeling exists amongst them ; and since the 
introduction of the license .system only five slight breaches of 
discipline occm-red, and those were at the commencement, for 
which they were removed from this establishment to undergo 
a longer probation of imprisonment in an ordinary government 
prison. Indeed, most remarkable is the contrast between the 
men now placed in this establishment, and those who were con- 
fined here when this was an ordinary convict prison. Then 
the prisoners in general exhibited all the evil characteristics 
which might have been expected from their antecedents: they 
gave indications of evil tempers and dispositions, restrained, im 
deed, but not improved ; they seemed lamentably indifferent to 
praise or censure. Now, the very contrary may be generally seen 
among them : they e™icea kind, obliging, disposition, and a docile 
spirit ; they take advice in good part, and seldom or never does it 
require to be turned into a rebuke ; they go to work with 
alacrity, are ready to volunteer their assistance whenever they 
think it may be required ; they seem to have gotten a new 
spring of mind, and constantly talk over and a,s'k advice with 
respect to their future prospects aucl destmations ; and many of 
them are most anxious to receive instructions which may be of 
use to^ them after. I had no inconsiderable opportunity of 
observing this, for several of those are men whom I had seen 
here in time past dnrmg the first stages of their imprisonment, 
and who, after passing through their probation in the several 
classes in Plnlipstown Prison, were sent up here again to the 
exemplary class— greatly improved indeed, most of them; and, 
from the period of their arrival here, their continued improve- 
meiit was most clearly observable. 

All the prisoners attend school and lecture every evening 
from five to 7 o_olock,_ Sundays and special holidays excepted, 
o 1 -nhich (kys, m a.cldition to divine service, they attend moral 
iectnres Ifieir ednational improvement will be reported on 

whose indefatigable exertions 
for the promotion of their welfare, both inside and out of the 
pnson, is unceasing; and I am delighted in being able to bear 

that exists amongst all the 
feelings, as well as the interest in recom- 
m^ding the prisoners to respectable employers. 

n re erence it will be seen that the amount expended on the 
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prison during tlie year, although having so few prisoners com- Smithfikld 
pared with other years, wdlL appear larger than might he ex- 
pected ; but this is readily accounted for, having had 140 pri- •: — 

soners until the 1st February, besides a large staff for the iirst 
six months, and other heavy expenses connected with Lusk, 
which will not be permanent charges on this establishment; 
and I also beg to add that twenty-five prisoners (labomers) 
have been brought here for the purpose of being (shortly) en- 
camped at Lusk, whose earnings are small in consequence of not 
having a knowdedge of trades. 

In conclusion, I beg to state that the interest His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant has evinced in the establishment, by his 
repeated visits, as well as the weekly visits of the Chairman and 
Directors, who converse freely with the prisoners, and who are 
ever ready to promote their interest, has had the most salutary- 
influence on the minds of the prisoners. 

I have the hoiiour to be, gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, 

Feanois Good, Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Smithfield Convict Prison, 
13th February, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — I hereby certify, that during my service I have, 
to the best of my knowledge and belief, complied with all the 
rules laid down for the government of this establishment, for 
the year ending 31st December, 1856. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, yom- very obedient 
servant, 

Feanois Good, Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Smithfield Convict Pkison. — Statement of the Numbek o{ Siaiishcs. 
Convicts in Custody, Committed, and Disposed of, for the 
month of January, 1856, being the period when this prison 
contained ordinary prisoners, in addition to those of the 
exemplary class. 

Ill custody. 1st January, 1856, not belonging to tbe 
exemplaiy class, . 

Keceivod during the month. 

Disposed of — Diseburged, free pardon, 

Komoved to Newgate Prison, 

„ Philipstown, . 

„ Mountjoy,, , . 

• • • .• ^152 



152 



11 

128 

9 

3 

1 
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(fovSiS Smi™heid REFOBMATOKYPaisoif. -S tatement of the Numbee 
Phisom. or iRisoNERS in CnsTODT, Committed, and Disposed of 
under the Reformatory System, for one Year, endhio- 31 st 
December, 1856 . “ 



Statistics. 



In. custody on 1st January, 1856, 

Received during the year from Kewgate Prison, 
n j, Philipstown, 

1 ) n Spike Island, . 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 

Released on Ticket-of-Licence, . 
Unconditionally Discharged, . 

Removed to Newgate Prison, . 



24 

114 

89 

26 

253 



112 

55 

5 



In custody, 31st Decemher, 1856, 



172 

81 



SENTENCES. 

Transportation for 15 years, 
» }> 10 „ 

’» »> 7 „ 







AGES ON 


CONVICTION. 




7 


14 years and under 16. 


16 


147 


16 




20, 


88 


99 


20 




30, 


76 




30' 




40, 


31 


253 


40 


’» V 


50, 


26 




50 




60, 


15 




60 and upwards, 




1 










253 



Abduction, 

Assaulting Habitation, 
Assault and Robbery, 
Arson, . 

Burglary, 

Burglary and Robbery, 
Coming, 

Cow Stealing, 

Cattle Stealing, . 
Embezzlement, . 

Felony (not described), 
Forgery, 

House Breaking, 

Horse Stealing, . 
Highway Eobbeiy, 
Larceny, 



CHIMES. 



. 1 
. 2 

H 

. 6 
. 30 
. 18 

. 2 
. 33 

- 9 
. 3 
. 4 
. 1 
. 8 

- 3 
. 3 
. 45 



J-rn’ceny and previous (3onviction, 
Manslaughter, . 

Obtaining Goods under false pre- 
tences, 

Picking Pockets, 

Robbery, 

Receiving Stolen Goods, 
Subsequent Felony (not des- 
cribed), 

Sheep Stealing, . 

Sacrilege, 

Vagrancy, . , * 

Desertion, 



4 

1 

2 

15 

.3 

20 

1 

27 

2 

I 

1 



Total, . 253 



A.BbTEACT OF -AnKUAL AcCOUNT, 



Costof materials for the 

year ending 31st De- 
cember, 1856, . 1,403 q 7 

-oy balance, being profit 
on prisoners' labour, . 1,012 ]1 10 

Total, . £2,505 12 5 



Cr. 

Sales, . . . . 

Stock remaining in store 
81st December, 1856, 
Fatigue men's labour, . 



£ s. d. 
1,542 1 2 

805 19 3 
157 12 0 



Total, .£2,505 12 5 
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Acooott of the Receipts, Patmenis, Stock in Store, and Profit on 
, MANUFACTtTEBS, &c., for the year ending 31st December, 1856. 



Trades. 


Cost of 
Materials. 


Sales. 


Stock in. Store 
of Manufac- 
tured and Raw 
Materials. 


Profits, being the 
ditference be- 
tween the let 
column and tho 
amount of the 
2nd and 3rd. 


Daily Average 
Number of 
Effective Men 
Employed. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 




d. 


'£ 


s. 


d. 


£ s. 


d. 




Tailoring, 


800 


4 


6 


830 


7 


2 


430 


13 


9 


460 16 


5 


16 


ShoemaBng, 


305 


15 


2 


290 


0 


0 


167 


14 


11 


151 19 


9 


16 


Mattress-making, 


200 


14 


2 


233 


19 


8 


75 


18 


2 


109 3 


5 


6 


Carpentry, 


24 


5 


5 


38 


10 


5 


8 


19 


0 


23 4 


0 


1 


Tin-ware, . 


24 


5 


3 


19 


15 


6 


21 


14 


1 


17 4 


4 


1 


Brush-making, . 


49 


6 


11 


31 


10 


7 


63 


4 


6 


45 8 


2 


4 


Net-making, 


23 


1 


3 


24 


6 


6 


20 


16 


5 


22 1 


8 


2'2 


Nailers, . 


1 


5 


0 


0 


15 


4 


3 


3 


8 


2 14 


0 


3 


Mat-making, 


64 


2 


8 


72 


16 


0 


13 


14 


9 


22 8 


1 


3-5 




1,493 


0 


7 


1,542 


1 


2 


805 


19 


3 


854 19 


10 


50 


Fatigue Men. 


























Seven men, cooking, 


























mcssinff, sweeping. 


























limewashing, &c., 


























52 weeks, at 85. 




— 












— 




145 12 


0 


I 


One messenger, 30 


























weeks, at 8s., . 










— 






— 




12 0 


0 


) 




1,493 


0 


7 


1,542 


1 


2 


805 


19 


3 


1,012 11 


10 


58 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. Smithfieid 

Government 

Gentlemen, — 1 Imve the honour to submit the annual Report Faison, 
on the sanitary state of Smithfieid Convict Prison for the past 

year. O^ic&r'sRepori. 

The prison having been placed under the reformatory system 
in February, at which time all the convicts previously in con- 
finement had been transferred to other prisons, and a select class 
of convicts ooimnitted here, I think it right to give the Hospital 
Return for January distinct from the remaining eleven months 
of the year; — 

Kumber of patients in hospital, 1st January, 1856, from 
former year, . • ‘ 

IN^umber of patients admitted in tlie course of tlie month, • 36 



Total number under treatment during the month, . 

Of these there v^ere discharged, . . . • 

Died, . * 

Remaining at end of month and sent to other prisons, 



72 

35 
1 

36 

72 



. 36 
146*32 



Average daily number of patients in hospital, 

Average daily number of prisoners in confinement, 

The patient that died was P. M., age 39, coimcted, March 9, 
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SjiiiHFiELp 1852; committed to Smithfield, January 22, 1855; admitted to 
hospital, January 2, 1856; died, 7th February, of ulceration of 
jir d’~r bowels. 

oJice^sMeport. Tile following is the Hospital Return for the remaining eleven 
months : — 



Number of patients admitted to hospital from 1st January to 



31st December, 93 

Of these there Tvere discharged, 81 

Eemaining in hospital, 1st Januaiy, 1857, . . . . 12 

Total under treatment during the eleven months, . . .93 

No death occurred in the prison during this period. 

The average daily number of patients in. hospital was, . 9*92 

Average daily number of prisoners in confinement, . . 64' 11 



The fohowing is a specification of the diseases with which the 
patients admitted to hospital in this period were affected : 



Tever, 6 

Epile})sv, .... 1 

Bronchitis, .... 8 

Catarrh, 37 

Asthma, 

Consumption, .... 7 

Diarrhoia, .... 3 



Scrofulous diseases, . . .21 

Ophthalmia, .... 6 

Rheumatism, .... 2 

Accidental injury, . . . i 



93 



Any one conversant with the medical statistics of Convict 
Prisons in Ireland will see from the preceding Hospital Returns 
alone, that the sanitary state of the prison during these eleven 
mouths, was very satisfactory, and, indeed, exceptional. This 
becomes more manifest, however, when we consider that all the 
prisoners in confinement here, 251, had previously undergone 
long periods of imprisonment, varying from three and a-quarter 
to six years, and hence belonged to the class of convicts enfeebled 
by long confinement, among whom the sei-ious sickness and mor- 
tality of former years chiefly occurred. It is true, they were a 
select class of such prisoners, but very few of them were strong, 
many were delicate, and all bore the traces of long confinement ; 
and, moreover, they were constantly employed at such trades as 
slioeiuaking, tailoring, mat-making, &c., and worked more steadily 
and assiduously than the convicts hex’e at any former time. 

But the sanitary state of the prison was in reality more favour- 
able than could be inferred from any mere numerical results, and 
was most remarkably manifested in the character of the sickness 
that prevailed. I would not attach undue importance to the total 
absence of mortality, wliicli Avas probably an accidental ciremn- 
stance ; but what was really remai'kable and significant, all the 
diseases of the period occurred so ranch modified and mitigated 
in character and form as clearly indicated that the health of the 
prisoners was sustained by some peculiar salutary influence. 
Thus, the cases of fever were of a mild and simple type, and they 
ivere the only cases of acute disease that occurred. The hron- 
chitic and catarrhal cases, forming nearly half of all the cases 
treated, w-ere merely common colds, of more or less severity, and 
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retiuiring only a few days residence in hospital for tlieir cure. Smhhfield 

It was, however, in the cases of consumption and scrofula that 

this modification of morbid action was most strikingly manifested. ■ . — ' 

These kindredmaladies have at all times been the peculiar scourge 

of the convict prisons in this country, and probably will long ' 

continue to occupy a prominent place in their hospital records, 

even under the most enlightened and humane management. 

Even these intractable, which, when occurring in prisoners whose 
health has been gradnally deteriorated by confinement, almost 
invariably run a oontiimous and i-apid course, were during this 
period so remarkably modified in form and character, that except 
in two or three oases of long existing disease, they made but 
little progress, w'ere more amenable to treatment, and in sevei’al 
instances were completely arrested in their course. Ophthalmia, 
in all its forms, is also generally an unmanageable affection in 
prisons ; the cases in hospital, chiefly of a strumous character, 
were, like the other forms of scrofula, unusually mild. ■ The 
other chronic ailments, with the exception of one case of epilepsy, 
were slight and unimportant. 

To what cause can -wo attribute this modification of disease 
and immunity from serious sickness in a class of convicts whoso 
constitutions had been more or less impaired by long confine- 
ment? Many causes might be suggested to account for this 
result. Tims, it may bo said, the city generally was unusually 
healthy during the past year; no epidemic disease prevailed ; the 
prison was not over-crowded as in former years. These and 
similar circumstances may have had some influence, but they are 
inadequate to account for the facts observed in hospital, or for 
the improvement which was remarkable in the health of the 
prisoners who worked so steadily and laboriously. 

This improved sanitary state of the prison dates from the in- 
troduction of the reformatory system ; and, in my opinion, is 
attributable to the agency of several concurring salutary influences 
which this system brings to bear itpon the criminal, and which 
produce as remarkable an improvement in the mental and mor-al 
condition, the temper, feelings, character, and conduct of the 
prisoner, as in his general health. In whatever circumstances 
the prisoners here are observed, this improved state of feeling is 
very apparent. In the workshops it is manifested in the cheer- 
fulness, alacrity, and assiduity with which they apply themselves 
to their laborious occupations, and furnishes a striking contrast 
to the listle.ssiiess, sullenness, and gloom, so commonly exhibited 
by the ordinary convict in similar circumstances. In the school 
the earnestness and vivacity with which they engage in their 
studies, after the fatigue of the day, and the anxiety they evince 
to acquire information and excel one another, aflbrcl still more 
satisfactory evidence of mental and moral improvement ; though 
at the same time it must be acknowledged that much of this was 
attributable 'to the agreeable and skilful manner in which instruc- 
tion is imparted to them in this prison, by lecturing, diagrams, 
maps, &c., and to the judicious selection of subjects suited to 
their capacity, and supplying the kind of information which is 

I 
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Smithfield attractive and interesting to persons in their condition. In the 
hospital also an improved state of feeling has been equally mani- 

’ fest. It is a common practice amongst the convicts to endeavour 

Scrtite oH S®* hospital, or to remain there after they are perfectly 
^ ' recovered, in order to avoid the prison duties ; very few cases of 
this land have occurred under the new system. Another, and 
by no means unfrequent occurrence observed in the convict 
prisons, and more especially among the prisoners whose health 
has suffered from long confinement, and who have been antici- 
pating their approaching release from prison, is that when 
the prisoner is attacked with any serious disease, he is at once 
qwostrated both in mind and body ; comes into hospital with the 
gloomy foreboding that he will “ never leave the prison alive," 
and lies down, as it were, to die, hopeless and desponding, thus 
rendering all the resources of art unavailing. A very different 
spirit qirevailed among the prisoners here since the change of 
management took place. In fact, they appeared to me, in most 
cases, rather disposed to underrate the seriousness of their sick- 
ness, and to rely too much on their improved health, and were 
only anxious and eager to return to those duties which have 
ceased to be distasteful to them. 

Those who have had opportunities of observhig the powerful 
influence, for good or evil, that mental feelings and emotions, 
hope and joy, grief and despondency, exercise upon the human 
body ill sickness and in health, as well in the world outside as 
within the walls of a prison, will have no difficulty in compre- 
hending that this buoyant state of mind and hopeful spirit of the 
qirisoners must have largely contributed to produce the improved 
sanitary condition of the prison dmfing the past year. 

It is almost unnecessary for me to observe that with prisoners 
in this state of mind, remunerative labour and the acquisition of 
interesting and useful information hi the school, are in themselves 
sanitary influences of no slight importance. 

Indeed this system of treatment may be regarded as not only 
reformatory but sanitary to the prisoner, and is brought to hear 
on him at the period or his imprisonment, when he most needs 
it; so that he is, as it were, prepared, as the period of his libera- 
tion from prison approaches, to return to society in such a state 
of health as will enable liim to make good use of the skill and 
information he has acquired in confinement. 

The observations I have offered are applicable to a great ma- 
jority of the convicts that were in prison during the past eleven 
months ; there were, ho wevei', several who, from ohtnseness of mind 
or natui’al depirayity, appeared to he little affected by the salu- 
taiy influences with wliich they were surrounded. There were 
also some few committed here in such a weak state of health that 
they were unable to avail themselves of the advantages the refor- 
matory system affords to the prisoner. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 



The Dk-ectors of Convict Prisons. 



Thomas Bbaby. 
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PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Shithfield 

Gtovernment 

SmitMeld Government Prison, 

7tli January, 1857. Chapium's 

Gentlemen,— —Early in tlie year 1856 a cRange was made in 
tlie class of prisoners sent to tins depot; and since the 1st of 
February last, we have had only those who, having reached the 
“ Exemplary Class ” in other prisons, were considered deserving 
of being placed here, in a state of probation, previous to their 
being deemed eligible for tickets-of-leave. The number of my 
congregation was, by this change, considerably reduced ; but 
my duties, though rendered of a more pleasing nature, were not 
at all diminished, either in the time they occupied or the anxiety 
they involved. The great advantage to be expected from a 
reformatory institution, wliich this may now be termed, depends 
on the individualizmg of the men; the acquiring a knowledge 
of the history, state of mind past and present of each, and of £is 
hopes and prospects for the future, as well as the grounds on 
which he calculates for their realization. Possessed of such 
intimate knowledge of each case, the Chaplain finds data upon 
which to work, in a way impossible where a number must be 
instructed in classes; and the permission granted to men in 
tins establishment of writing frequently to their friends, affords, 
by the inspection of the letters, an excellent clue to the state of 
their minds, and also gives some index as to the circumstances 
and characters of those friends with whom, on their hberation, 
the^ -(vill be placed in association. 

h eeling deeply the importance of this, I have always placed 
myself in communication with the clergyman in whose parish 
the prisoner’s friends live, and under whose ministry he will 
be placed on his discharge ; and I feel thankful that, in every 
instance, my application has met with a kmd and cordial 
response. In some cases it was recommended that employment 
should be sought for the man in some place other than that in 
which his character had been lost, and to which special circum- 
stances rendered his return imprudent. In others, it appeai’ed 
that all his family had left the neighbourhood, or were unde- 
sirable companions for a reformed man ; while, in the majority 
of instances, kind hearts were ready to receive the retimiing 
prodigal, whose sincerity had been tested, not by the ordinary 
discipline of a prison, but by the peculiar system which can be 
carried out only in such an establishment as now happily exists 
here. 

Since the change of this prison to a reformatory institution, 
m February last, fifteen members of my congregation have 
been liberated therefrom, most of them on tickets-of-leave ; 
several of those have been now at large for six months or upwards. 

I have kept up frequent correspondence with them and the 
neighbouring clergy; and in no instance has any one of them 
lean reported for any misconduct. Of those fifteen, there is one 
from whom I have not heard since his liberation ; but his ante- 
cedents forbid me to be.in the least doubt of his good conduct. 
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Of one otlier I have had rather discouraging private informa- 
tion ; but I still hope well of him. With the remaining thirteen 
I have froq^uent communication; and truly thankful do I feel 
to hear liovvr happily most of them are circumstanced. 

I have been for twenty- nine years engaged in ministerial work 
in parishe.s in Dublin, where the population were chiefly of the 
lower classes. For trventy-four years I have been chaplain to 
prisons in Dublin; and, with that experience, I ludiesitatingly 
say that the men who have been discharged from this prison, 
under its present system of reformatory training, are, on an 
average, far superior to most of the same class in life in cultivated 
intelligence, moral feelings, and respect for, if not a deep sense 
of, religion. 

I see in the public papers great complaints of the result of 
the system of tickets-of'-leave in England. I do not know 
whether the system of testing each one tlirougli varied stages 
is the same there as in Ireland, nor do I feel it to be within my 
province to offer an opinion on the gonoral question ; hut I state 
only the results of facts wdthin my own knowledge when I say 
that, placed as I am in contact with the convicts in the last 
stage of the process of restoring them to the society of their 
fellow-men, my experience is, that the results in Ireland are 
such as the most sanguine hopes of the supporters of this system 
could liave scarcely anticipated. It is easy for one in my 
position to trace the effects of the system under which such 
happy results have been attained. A man, on conviction, is 
.sent first to solitary confinement for six or nine mouths; there 
he learns to reflect. He then passes to a course of hard labour 
in a prison where he mixes with his fellows for two or more 
years ; there he learns order, discipline, and industry ; and his 
progress is recorded in monthly judgments, on the quality of 
whicli depends his ultimate promotion to the “ Exemplary Class.” 
Thus hope is awakened and becomes a stimulating principle to 
his mind. Should he, mider the operation of those agencies, 
prove worthy of being promoted to Smithfield Depot, his hope 
dawns into reality ; he feels himself on the threshold of liberty, 
and his best energies and feelings are called into action. Then, 
in this estahlishment, those energies are stimulated, and those 
feelings cultivated, by the most ample provision for religious 
and secular instruction, combined with constant industrial em- 
ployinont ; and the convict, who felt himself an outcast, begins 
to feel hinisolf a man again. 

It appears to me to be a very important feature in this system 
tliat, as each man advances a stage in his course towards refor- 
mation, he is, at each stage, removed to another prison. The 
very fact of his being thus transferred to a new abode gives to 
him the idea ai reality in prof/res«, which no nominal promotion 
would make him feel while he remained in the same jprisoH. 
Every such removal he feels to he a ?■««/, sensible step towards 
liberty ; and the results are obvious. I would add one fact; 
you have, for some time past, caused Camden Fort to he appro- 
priated to a special class, selected from Spike Island Prison ; and 
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tliose have been placed, under a reformatory system of instruc- sanTUFiEi-D 

tion nearly similar to that established here. Very lately a 

detachment of prisoners were brought U]) here from Camden ’ 

Fort, and it required little experience or obsciwation to see how 
fill- superior in mental cultivation, discipline, and moral trainino-, ^ 
they wore to even the best men we have hitherto receivifd 
from the ordinary Government Prisons. 

Such has been my experience during the ]iast year— the first 
in which this system lias been tried in Ireland. I suppose it 
will receive the consideration of those more fitted to judge of it 
than I am. One inipi’ovement wculd certainly be most 
desirable — a facility for the emigration to some other land of 
those who have no homes, or friends willing to receive them 
here. Such men, however^ reformed, are obviously placed in 
circumstances of groat disadvantage in seeking employment at 
home. Wanting employment, they are exposed to great tempta- 
tion; and I am sure that, if they could reach another country, 
most of them would there take that place in the scale of society 
which adverse cii'cumstances, rather than any moral incapacity, 
renders it difficult for them to attain in this couuti'y. 

I have the honour to he. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thom.is E. Shobe. 

The Chairman and Board of Directors 
of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



ROMAH OATHOLIO CHAPLAIN’S KEPOET. R.acMplam: 

St. Paul’s, Arran-quay. 

Gkhtiemen, — With your request to state ray opinion con- 
cerning the Sinithfield Prison during the last year, I willingly 
comply. 

Though it is not my custom to praise, I must, in justice, say, 
that the men committed to my care during the year 185(i, 
called “ Exemplary,” were so in reality. For the short period 
they remained witli me, in confinement, their conduct was 
.marked by strict regularity; they attended them religions 
duties, and exhibited towards each other kindness and cliarity 
.wortliy of imitation. Nearly all, as soon as they obtain liberty 
(before they leave the Prison), knowing the sad cfleets of in- 
temperance, spontaneously take the pledge against all intoxi- 
cating liquors, and, I am delighted to learn from various som-ces, 
have observed it faithfully, and have proved themselves indus- 
trious, and good members of society. 

In conclusion, I beg to state, that the Superintendent, Mr. 

Good, and the other officers of the prison, deserve my thanks 
for their kindness to me, and the anxiety they have manifested 
to procure any thing required for the spiritual wants of the 
prisoners. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Nolan, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Dublin, January 23, 1856. 

Geuiiemest, — My duties, as Presbyterian Cbaplain to tbe 
Smitbfield Government Prison, during the year 1856, have been 
similar to those of the previous one ; the usual Sabbath services 
have been conducted in the prison chapel every Lord’s Day; 
regular weekly visits have been paid to the prisoners ; and in 
my public ministrations, as well as in my private interviews 
with the men under my care, I have endeavoured to impress 
upon their minds those instructions which appeared to me most 
conducive to their temporal and ' spiritual well-being. As a 
matter of duty, I take this opportunity of publicly acknow- 
ledging my personal obhgation to the Governor, to Mr. Bradfield, 
and to every subordinate ofScer in the prison; having been 
received by them, on all occasions, in a manner both gentle- 
manly and courteous. I also consider it my duty further to 
state, that the prison officers, of every rank, have cheerfully 
endeavoured to facilitate my efforts in seeking to promote the 
moral improvement of the men, for whose reformation I am 
chiefly interested. 

It is exceedingly gratifying to me to be able to report the 
decided change for the better which the arrangements recently 
made in this establishment has produced upon the prisoners 
generally. The air of heartless apathy and careless indifference 
which, generally speaking, was manifested by the men in my 
public and private interviews with them on former 'occasions, 
and which were often to me a source of regret and discourage- 
ment, are now, I am happy to say, exchanged for feelings of 
cheerfulness and hope, and an air of self-dependence and self- 
respect, the all but certain guarantee of a promising future. 

The employing of the prisoners in acquiring some useful trade, 
appears to be an arrangement exceedingly beneficial ; as, by this 
laeans, not only is the expenditure of the service materially 
liquidated, but I am able to testify that, under the faithful training 
of the different superintendents, many of the men have acquired, 
or are acquiring, mdustrious habits and useful avocations, which, 
if persevered in, will, it is to be hoped, prevent temptation to 
crime, and afford them the means of earning an honest and a 
competent livehhood in afterlife. 

Of those under my care whose exemplary conduct justified 
the Government in mitigating their term of punishment xmder 
the^ tioket-of-lea,ve system, 1 am not aware of a single instance in 
which good faith has been violated. On the contrary, I am 
gratified to^ learn occasionally, by letters fi:om the North of 
Ireland, whither some of them have gone, that such parties 
continue to^ manifest the same exemplary deportment which 
marked their conduct while in prison, and which justified the 
authorities in the act of clemency referred to. 

In conclusion, I have only to add, that the present arrange- 
ments in Smithfield Government Prison appear eminently 
calculated, under the Divine blessing, to secure the object 
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intended ; and did the public at large, instead of looking with Smithfield 
suspicion upon the liberated prisoner, endeavour to second the 
efforts of Government in promoting his reformation, 1 am con- — ' 
vinced that there wmuld he few oases indeed in wdiich it could Sywf " 
he said that labour and strength had been spent in vain, and for Heport. 
nought. 

I am. Gentlemen, yom's very respectfully, 

James Edgae, Presbyterian Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



The following letters have been received from discharged 
convicts by the Superintendent and other officers of Smith- 
field Depot: — 

T , February 22, 1857. 

Sib, — I am glad to have to inform you that W. B and his 

family are doing well. He is in the employment of Mr. S . 

He is living soberly, quietly, and honestly, and treating his family 

affectionately. I have seen him at K on the 3rd ult., and 

have heard directly from him on the 19.th inst. 

Yours faithfully, M. K. • 



G , January 27, 1857. 

SlE, — I take tills opportunity of writing to you these few 
lines, hoping to find you in good health, as this leaves me in at 
present, thank God for all his blessings to us. 

I am at work here eveiy day since I left Dublin, hut the 
wages are very small: we only get l.s-. 3rf. per pair for making 
cloth boots, and won’t get them out of the shop till ten or eleven 
o’clock, and then have to close them and send them to the 
binder, and she, perhaps, may keep them two hom’s ; so it is 
very little we can do. I sit up till twelve at night, and some- 
times am not able to finish a pair ; but while I get any tiling to 
do I will not complain. We have to work in om- lodging 
houses, so we will never learn to be makers ; so I intend to get 
myself bound for the space of two years to a man who will give 
me instructions, and then I hope to be able to work anywhere. 
So I will stop here till I hear from you, and if you can get it 
done I will he for ever obliged to you ; and if it is a thing you 
get it done I will never deceive you ; hut I know it is hard for 
you to trust me : I know that I have done my utmost against 
you, which I am sorry for often since. My mother is content 
to let me go, so I whl work here till I hear from you. 

I am, your humble friend. 

To Mr. R. C. J. E. 



K , January 24, 1857. 

SiE, — I have just seen T. F., and find, though he is not of 
this parish, that, his conduct has been blameless since he left 
your establishment. 

I am. Sir, yours faithfully, P. E. 
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SMITHPIEL'D 

(xOVERNMEKT 

Prison. 



N , Jainiary 27, 1857. 

SiE, — From your laudable anxiety about B. Q., you will be 
glad to hear that lie is going on ivell. Ho is in the employment 

of a respectable fanner near B , ivliere he attends his 

religious duties with punctuality; indeed even bef'oi'e his con- 
viction I never discovei’ed more than the one crime in him, and 
I believe hunger was the cause ; for he applied to his old, bad 
father for the means of taking him to America, but was refused, 
though ho could give it. 

Faithfully yours, J. B. 



L , 28rd January, 1857. 

Deab Sib,— I received your letter, and hasten to reply. The 
young man mentioned in your letter is at present living with 
his father, and he purposes commencing the coopering trade 
towards spring ; and as regards his character it is unimpeachable, 
and is strictly honest in the smallest matter. 

Yours very truly, E. K. 



C , 14th Nov., 1866. 

Sib, — W. M‘E., wdio is still in my service, has requested me 
to write to 3 'ou. His brother J. left this for Canada early in 
May last ; and a few days after ho arrived at Montreal, where 
his sister has been residing for some years, he was employed 
by a gentleman in the immediate vicinity of the town, and he 
has continued in his service since that time. He has written 
two letters to Ms brothers, giving a fav^ourable account of the 
country, and stating that he is quite well and happy. From 
the time that he arrived hero from Dublin, till he left Ireland, 
ho was in my employment, and he conducted himself with the 
strictest propriety. 

Yours faithfully, J. H. 

My Deab Sie, — Thofive men you sent me from the Smith- 
field Reformatory some months ago are most willing and indus- 
trious poor fellows. Y'ou said you would send a few more 
hard-working fellows ; if they^ are such you describe, tlie sooner 
you send them tlie better. 

On no accomit send me any man who is not well conducted 
and willing. 

I am, my dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

J. M‘D. 



^ Dear Sik,- — In answer to your request, I now state that T. A. 
IS an industi’ioiis boy, and lias conducted himself to my satis- 
faction for the last nine months at his tade. 

Y'ours obedient, G. 0. 

The bearer, J. K., has been in iny empiloyment from the 26th 
May, 1856, to the 17th Januaiy, 1857, during vidiieli time he 
conducted himself soberly, honestly, and quietly. I now con- 
sider him a trustworthy man. ‘ E. C. 
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Smithfield 

Government 

riusoK. 



My Dear Sib, — I am liappy to toll you that your man here 
is going on as well as I coulil possibly msh. He is not very 
strong, but ho is very humble and willing, and anxious to please 
every body. 

Yours faithfully, J. Ix. 



Deab Sib, — We have every reason to be satisfied with L. ; 
there have boon no complaints. , He is an honest poor follow, 
and from the satisfaction he has given w'o have increased his 
Wiicos last week from 9,s. to lOs. 

° Yours truly, N. & C. 



NEWGATE CONVICT PRISON. 



Newgate 

Government 

Prison, 



iiU'pM'intendeMf^s 

liepoH. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPOPiT. 

Smithfield Convict Prison, 

P'cbruary 18, 1857. 

Gesilemen, — I beg to submit herewith the statistical returns 
for Newgate Convict Prison, from 1st January to 30th Septem- 
ber, 1850, agreeable to your letter of the 4tli instant. 

1 have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient 

servant, ^ r, • i 

Ebancis Goop, Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Duhliii Castle. 



Statement of the Numher of Convicts in Custody, committed, 
disposed of, &o., from the 1st January, to the 30th September, 



1856:— 

In custody, ]st January, 1856, ... 186 

Committed from County Gaols, . . 

Smithfield Convict Prison, . 333 

,, Mountjoy ,, • .6 

„ PMlipstown „ . .55 

„ Spike Island, ,, . . - 

Committed during the nine months ending 30th Sep- 
tember, 1856, . . • • • 

Total, . . 380 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 

Removed to Smithfield Convict Prison, 

„ Mountjoy ,, 

,, Philipstoiivn „ 

„ Spike Island „ 

Discharged on free pardon, 

Died in Hospital, . ' • „ * 

Total, 

Remaining' in custody on 30th September, 1856, 



114 

38 

137 

85 

22 

4 

380 



RiL 
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relating to 194 Convicts received during the nine 
Prison. months ended 30th September, 1856 : 

I Convicted in 1849, . . 3 

Revort. * years, . , . . 47 „ 1850, . . s 



4 years, 




. . 47 


6 „ . . 




. 12 


7 „ . . 




. 57 


8 „ . . 




1 


10 „ . . 




. 67 


14 „ . . 




3 


15 „ . . 




6 


Life, 




1 






194 






AGES AX TIME 


10 years and under 14, 


. . — 




16, 


. 19 


16 


20, 


. 108 


20 


30, 


. 33 


30 


40, 


. 14 



I 40 years and nnder 50, 
50 „ 60, 

60 70, 

70 and upwards, 



Crimes of the 194 Convicts received: 

Assault and Eobbery, . . 2 Lamb-Mlling, . ,■ j 

Attempt to Stab, ... 1 Obtaining goods under false" 

4 pretences, ... o 

Burg ary, . .28 Pooket-picking, . . " 2 

Burglary and Eobbeiy, . . 12 Perjury, T 1 

Bnrglanr and Felony, . . 3 Eobbeiy, . . . ! 6 

Concealment, .... 1 Robbing from tlie person, 1 

Coming^, .... .3 Eape, ... 1 1 

Cattle Stealing, ... 4 Eeceiving, ... 14 

Cow Stealmg, . . . ]] Subsequent Felony, . " 3 

Desertion, &c 2 Sheep SteaHng, . . . 6 

Felony, . . . ,13 Stealing .an Ass, ... 2 

Ibrgery .... 1 Stealing Clothes, &o., . . 4 

Horse Stealmg, ... 2 Sacrilele, . . I 

■Highwgr Bobbery, . . j Shootmg at. . . " " 

House Eobbery, ... 5 UnlawfS possession. . ! 

xiousebreaidng, ... 9 ^ . i 

Larceny, T . ! 40 

Larceny from the person, .6 

Return of Punishmenis during the nine months ended 30th 
September, 1856: 



Nature of Puniahmont. 



One Two Throe Seven Ono 
Daf. Days. Days. Days. Month 



~ — Totals. Remarks. 



Sent for trial, . . . 

Corooral Punishment, 

In Leg-irons, . . , i * 

Dark Cells— on bread 
and water, . . 4 8 13 

On bread and water, . 4 5 24 

Deprived of one meal, 7 2 iq 

Admonished 

Reduced in Badge and 
Classification, 

lu Separate Cell, ... * 

Total, ■ - , , 7" 



1 Sentence, 
ISyears. 
1 36 lashes. 
I 
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Abstract of the Expenses of Ne-wgate Prison from 1st April, Newgate 
to 30t]i Novemher, 1866 Son 



Head of Service, 

Salaries, 

Victualling, 

Fuel and Lighting, 

Furniture and Fittings, 
Contingencies, 

Prisoners’ Gratuities and Labour, 
Buildings and Ordinary Repairs, 
Prisoners’ Clothing, 

Medicine and Surgical Instruments, 
Medical Comforts, 

Freights and Charges, 

Prisoners’ Travelling Expenses, 
Funeral Expenses, 

Washing, _ . 

Cleaning Prison, 

Officers’ Clothing, 

Materials, &o., for Manufactures, 
Implements, 

Clothing for Diacharged Prisoners, 
Total, 



Amount. 

. £616 17 1 

494 11 1 

43 15 11 
10 12 3 
32 19 1 

14 9 7 
2 15 0 
148 8 2 
7 17 3 
14 5 II 
27 0 6 
7 8 8 
1 18 0 
21 3 9 
17 3 8 
14 2 0 
. 2,047 2 8 

3 12 2 

4 7 0 



. £3,530 10 3 



Superiniendenft 

Re^rt, 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. MedM 

Q^wr’» 

Gentlemen, — 1 have the honour to submit the Medical Aport. 
Report on Newgate Convict Prison for the first nine months of 
the past year, vrten it ceased to be a prison for male convicts. 

As the reformatory system was established here in the 
beffinning of July, by which time all the convicts previously in 
confinement had been transferred to other prisons, with the 
exception of eight in hospital, who were too delicate to be 
removed, I think it desirable to give hospital returns for the two 
periods separately. 

The following is the return for the first six months:— 



Humber of patients in hospital, 1st January, 1856, from 

former year, 

Number of patients admitted smce, to 30th June, 



30 

167 



Total under treatment in the six months. 



197 



Of these there were discharged, cured. 
Transferred to the other prison hospitals, 
Died, . • . ■ T i" , 

Remairving in hospital, July 1st, 



176 

9 

4 

8 

197 



The average daily number of patients in hospital was, . 30*31 
The mortality on the cases treated to a termination (180) 

was ...•.••*** 2*22 

The average daily number of prisoners in confinement was, 176 
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1 oxliibits tlie age, the date of conviction, of committal to 
Priso.i.‘ Newgate, and of last admission to hospital, the duration of 
residence in hospital, and the cause of death in the cases that 
Vfficer's were fatal, 

Jicport. 



fa 


1 -«ar 


CjiU nf 
Conviction. 


Dnta of 
Ccmnifttnl to 
Newgate. 


Date of 
Admieslon to 
Hospital. 


Data 

of 

D;ath. 


CnuseofUeath. 


J.H. 

H.P. 

.r.s. 

J.N. 


4f) 

li) 


Oefc. j;5, }m, 
b’el>. 22, 18.6i5, 
April n, 18.54, 
Jnly 10,1854, 


Apr. 4, 1855, 
Feb. 13, 185G, 


Apr. 18, 18.55, 
Fob. 13, 185G, 
Apr. 16, „ 
May 9, „ 


185b. 
Jan. 13, 
May 14, 
„ 23 
June 19, 


Consnmptiou, 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 



Table 2 presents a specification of tlie diseases ■vvitli which the 
patients admitted to hospital dming tlie year were affected. 



Fever, .... 


. 17 


Ej)ilepsy, .... 


. 1 


Iiiflaimuatioa of kings, 


. 1 


Pleurisy 


2 


Bronchiti.s, 


. 28 


Catarrh, .... 


. 31 


Quinsy, .... 


. 2 


Asthma, .... 


. 1 


Consumption, . . 


. 9 


Scrofulous diseases, . 


. ] 1 


Disease of heart, 


. 1 


Rheumatism, . 


. 19 


Ophtlialmla, 


. 11 


Diarrhoea, 


. 7 



Cholera, I 

Colic, . . . . J 

Constipation, .... 4 

Dyspepsia, .... 4 

Piles, 3 

Scurvy, 1 

Irritable bladder, . . .2 

Hoinatiiria, .... 1 

Chronic abscess, ... 4 

Dolls, 2 

Accidental injuries, ... 3 



107 



The following is the hospital return for the three months 
during which the reformatory system existed in the prison 



Number of patients in hospital, 1st July, IS56, . . . s 

Number of patients admitted since, to 2 yth Septombor, . 1 



Total number treated in the three months, ... 9 

These patients were all discharged^ from hospital before the 
end of September. 

Average daily number of patients in hospital, ... 4-3 

Avenigo daily niunber of prisoners in confinement, . . 49 

With reference to the sanitary condition of tiiis prison, which 
was closed in September, it is only necessary to make a few 
leinaiks. ^ Tlie character of tlie sickness, and amount of mor- 
tality clurmg the first six months, were very much the same as 
they have beeu_ for some years past, and present a strong con- 
tiast to the sanitary state of- Smithfield dm'ing the same period, 
rimy mdicate, moreover, what I believe to be the fact— that the 
healthiness of the season has but little influence on the sickness 
111 the convict prisons ; though in unhealthy, or epidemic 
periods, tliey have their share in the common calamity. It will 
be seen that tlio mortality was all from consumption, which, in 
conjiinctioii with the kindi’ed disease, scrofula, I have desm- 

j O 
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imtecl, in my Report on Smlthfield, the scourge of the conyict 
prisons in Ireland. It also appears, from tne table oi mortality,^ Prison. 
that the prisoners who died had all undergone long periods of 
imprisonment, varying from two to three and a-ciuarter years 
from the time of conviction. Rapori. 

The hospital return for the last three months presents a 
different and far more agreeable picture of the sanitary state of 
the prison ; and tends to confirm, though on a small scale, and 
for a brief period, the conclusions I ventured to draw with 
respect to the salutary Influence of the reformatory system on 
the prisoners in Smithfleld. 

I have the honour to he. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Beady. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Duhlin Castle. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Presbvterv, (St. Michan’s), North Anne-street, 
December 31, 1856. 



R.C.CliupJain’s 

Report, 



Gentlemen,— Agreeably to your instructions, I liave tlie 
lionour to submit to ymu my annual report for the parf year as 
Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Male Convict Prison of 

^*l'^liaw much gratification in being enabled to mention with 
praise the dispositions of the convicts under my charge. They 
have followed with attention and devotion the religious exercises 
through which it has been my duty to lead them ; and their 
condiTct has generally been so regular, and ooiiforraahle to 
discipline, as to leave little to he desired._ 1 Imve a trustfu 
belief that the favour of tickets-of-leave with winch several of 
them have been indvdged in reward of their good conduct, will 
not be found, in the present instance, to have been misplaced 
The supply of good books with which the Board so promptly 
and kindly responded to my wishes in tha,t particular, has 
powerfully contributed to the desirable results which I have 
had the satisfaction of stating. 

I have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Joseph C. M‘Cann, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 



SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Newgate Government Prison, 
February 21, 1857. 

Gentiemen,-Iii conformity with your direction, I have the 
honour to submit my Report on the Newgate Prison School fm 
that portion of the yeai- in which it was in operation, viz., fiom 
1st January to tlie 15th September, lo5b. 



Schoolmaster's 

Report. 
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Newgate 

Government 

Prison. 

Schoolmastei'^s 

Report. 



In my last Report I had occasion to advert to the nnwillinff- 
ness with wliich the prisoners received instruction, and to the 
difficulty I had in making them fully sensible of its advantages 
mainly arising from a notion of tlieir being unsusceptible of 
niental culture. But liaving surmounted this almost insuperable 
obstacle, then- improvement became an object of their neatest 
regard, and for the attainment of which they exercised everv 
available means. 

Having had such a field for moral reformation, and being- 
tuiy convinced that education was a powerful means to effect 
It, I took every opportunity of impressing its advantages upon 
the minds ophe prisoners; that without it they could not look 
forward with much hope of raising their social position; that 
they were in a manner unfitted to properly discharge the duties 
ot e-ven the humblest situations in life; but that, on the coiiti-ary 
by their bestowing attention to their schooling while in prison 
they had an opportumty of acquiring at least an elementary 
education, which would tlirow open to them avenues of social 
impi-ovement, into which the wholly illiterate could never enter 
besides the advantage of being able to write them own letters 
md of spending their hours of leism-e in rational amusements 
rather than the self-degrading and demoralizing, but unfor- 
tunately too frequent, habit of spending the same time in the 
beer and spirit houses. 

Early in the year lectures on moral and literary subjects were, 
by order of your Board, mtroduced ; and though they were given 
at a time which men of bgher moral culture and stronger power 
of seh-demal would perhaps, devote to ease and enjoyment* yet 
a single case of wilffil inattention or slight misconduct does not 
appear on the pnson records. It is not to be understood, hX- 
evei, that no prisoner was pumshed for school misconduct such 
being not the tact, as there were some slight delinquencies but 

S the1l7' 

piat the improved conduct of the prisoners was partly owino- 

doSttutffiatt“^ ® mtroduced by your Board the^-e is no 
doubt, but that It was not in some measure to be attributed to 
e acqun-ed self-respect of the prisoners themselves would be 
an injustice to them to deny. The monthly returns of the pri-' 

‘‘ Xeotr^anTf'''* ^ per centage^of ninety marLd 
very pod , and for several months there were nonei save in a 
few instances, whose conduct was marked lower than “ ordinary ” 

I happen,! thai . p,i„„„ he™, ^ i.SS. 

of had a longer time at school than those 

rtawf addition to which it was a rule inva- 

riably observed, viz., that of locating the former incdls^tb 

STssLXrS ^ reridered 

tbeir assistance with a wilhngness and an assiduity scarcely to 
* Fiom 1 to 8 o’clock, p.m., after the labour of the day. 
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be expected from men in tlieir position ; thus acting as an 
auxiliary to the instructions imparted in school. pbison. 

The schoolroom was admirably fitted up, and furnished -with 
all the necessary appliances. A sufficient number of "writing 
desks, capable of accommodating about seventy prisoners, run 
on each side of the room along its entire length. 

The hours of school instruction were much the same as during 
the previous year, but subject to such changes as were incidental 
to the disciphne of the prison. Early in the year it was deemed 
expedient to change the dinner hour, which change extended to 
the school department, inasmuch as it divided the time into two 
separate portions, the one before and the other after dinner. It 
was so arranged as to afford each prisoner at the least six hours 
instruction weekly. 

During the last three months which the school was in opera- 
tion the only inmates of the prison were those of the exemplary 
class, whose conduct in every respect was most satisfactory. _ 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Eugene Doyle, Schoolmaster. 

The Chairman and Directors of Convict 
Prisons in Ireland. 



Table showing the Educational Progress of Prisoners. 





Ignorant. 


Imperfectly. 


Tolerably. 


Well. 


1 


EdUCATTONAI/ BnANCHaS. 


No. of 
Prisoners. 


s 


No. of 
Prisoners. 


o 


No. of 
Prisoners. 


"o 

o 

o 


No. of 
Prisoners. 


g 

o 

fS 


Reading : 

Reception, . 
Discharge, . 
Writing : 

Reception, . 
Discharge, . 

Arithmetic : 

Reception, . 
Discharge, . 


131 

44 

1 191 
83 


SS'sj 

12-8 

S5-8 

24-2 


80 

79 

85 

113 


23-4 

23- 1 

24- 9 
33-0 


79 

108 

43 

98 


23'] 

31-5 

12’6 

28-7 


52 

111 

23 

48 


15-2 

32-4 

6-7 

14-] 


|342 
J 342 


Ignorant. 


Simple Bulej 


Compound 
’ Buies. 


Proportion 
and above. 




77-2‘i-5 
18j S-3 

1 


i 186 

1 142 


1 54*4 
!41‘S 


. 51 
; 97 


14-9 

28-3 


i 

28 8-2 
85 24'9 

i 


I 342 
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Philipstown 

Government 

Prison. 

CioTcranT's 

Beport. 



PHILIPSTO\VN GOVERNMENT PRISON. 

GOYEENOE’S REPORT. 

Philipstown Convict Prison, 
January 10, 1857. 



Gentlemeu, — I liave the honour to submit iiiy annual 
report for this prison, together with the usual returns, abstract 
of receipts and expenditure, manufacturing account, and sche- 
dule of works executed in the erection of new, and repair's, 
alterations, &c., &c., of old buildings, for the . year ended 31st 
December, 1856. 

Conduct if Officers . — The conduct of the subordinate staff 
has been, on the whole, very good ; they are genei'ally of a 
superior class, with but few exceptions, intelligent young men, 
and evince a proper amount of zeal in the execution of their 
duties. The prison rules have been observed by them (except 
in some few cases, which have been dealt with) in a creditable 
manner; and there has not been a report for intoxication during 
the past twelve months. Two warders were removed from the 
service in March last for irregularity in their quarters, and suh- 
sequont prevarication and untruth when questioned on the 
subject. Beyond tins, no offence of a grave nature lias boon 
recorded against tlie subordinate officers during the yeai'. 

Conduct Clussification . — ^The conduct classification continues 
to work well ; and I have found in it a very powerful incentive 
to good conduct and general improvement. The anxiety to 
obtain good marks on their badges for conduct, industry, and 
school attention, exists now, if any thing, to a greater degree 
than when the system was first introduced; and after an ex- 
perience of fourteen months, it is satisfactory to observe that 
this feeling has gained ground, at least as regards the great 
majority of the prisoners. The;y have been now classified since 
October, 1855 ; therefore this favourable result cannot be said 
to bo the effect of the introduction of a novel system, but rather 
that the men have (from e.xperience) become sensible to its 
advantages. 

Treatment of Prisoners — The various sentences of prisoners 
and their treatment have been cai'ried out in strict accordance 
with the prison rules ; no unnecessary severity lias been practised 
towards them, or harshness on the part of the officers permitted. 

Health . — The health of the prisoners has been good, generally; 
and when it is remembered that invalids and men of weak con- 
stitution are drafted to this from otlier prisons, I think that 
the sanitary condition of the estabiislimeiit may be considered 
satisfactory. The average daily number in hospital for the past 
tivelve months, as compared with the corresponding period in 
1865, presents a favourable contrast, being for 1855, ninety; 
while for the year just ended the daily average is but sixty-three ; 
the deaths for the same period amount to twenty-three, and the 
returns for 18o5 give a mortality of twenty-nine for that year. 

Ejiii>loyment . — The healthy prisoners are employed at trades 
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and building works, fatigue work, and labour on tbe grounds ; Philtpsto'wn 
and the invalids and delicate men, convalescents, &c., in such 
manner as directed by the medical officer, either oakum or coir — 
picking, stocking mending, or such light employment as is found 
suitable to their physical capacity. A return is appended giving ' 
the average number of healthy prisoners at work at various em- 
ployments during the past year, as also those classed as non- 
eftectives for the same period; this latter includes hospital, 
school attendance, punishments, or men who, for various reasons, 
are altogether exempt from work under medical certificate. 

The abstract of manufacturing account from 1st April, being 
the date of the introduction of new accounting system under 
this head, up to 31st ultimo, and the Clerk of Works’ schedule 
for the year, will indicate the profit arising from prisoners’ labour. 

Since my last report a large amount of -work has been executed 
in tbe trades’ departments, and also in the erection of new, and 
repairs of old buildings; and vdien it is considered that the 
trades' operations have not been long on an extensive footing, 
and that the population of the prison has been, during the early 
portion of the year, to a great extent invalid, I trust that the 
profits arising from prisoners’ labour may not be deemed incon- 
siderable. A manufactory for friezes, flannels, woollen and 
cotton stuffs, has now been established, and is in working order; 
and as this prison is in future to be considered the principal 
depot for the supply of all kinds of clothing, shoes, boots, &c., 
to the convict service, I hope that the coming year will show 
still more satisfactory results from manufacturing operations. 

Buildinffs . — Since my last Report a fair amount of work has 
been executed under this head; a large building, comprising 
bakery, laundry, and cooking-house, has been erected, and is 
now prepared for roofing, the timber work for whioli is ready, 
and some of it fixed. The flagged flooring of the old gaol Las 
been removed, at considerable labour, and timber substituted, 
the cells altered, and large rooms converted into cellular accom- 
modation ; the prison heated by a hot-water apparatus ; a penal 
ward, with separate yard attached, has been provided apart 
from tbe remainder of the prison, warders’ hospital, and hospital 
warders’ quarters established ; shoemakers’ shop extended, and 
cutting-room attached thereto, and many other useful works 
executed, the details of which are too numerous to be detailed 
here. The buildings are in good repair, and well ventilated, 
requiring little beyond the usual outlay for the coming year. 

While on the subject of buildings it may not be out of jflace to 
remark that work of this uatirre is very much retarded by cax- 
pentry not keeping pace with the mason work ; this is caused 
by the absence of sufficient skilled labour in the former branch 
of trade, and will, I fear, be at all times a very great difficulty 
in the way of the expeditious completion of any extensive build- 
ing operation, as it is impossible in any rea.sonable time to 
impart to a prisoner a useful amount of knowledge of this busi- 
ness, or make him an efficient workman. Therefore, in order 
to keep the works going with advantage, paid men should be 

K 
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provided, unless convict carpenters can be drafted in from other 
prisons ; and I fear they are not to be found, at least in sufficient 
numbers, in the prisons. 

School. — The progress in this department continues satis- 
factory ; the prisoners generally manifest a desire to learn ; the 
majority have made considerable improvement, and their atten- 
tion and orderly conduct while under Instruction is best proved 
by the fact, that for the past twelve moiiths there have been but 
nine reports for school offences. The Head Schoolmaster’s 
Report will, of course, treat fulty on the results of his manage- 
ment; and the returns appended thereto will indicate the im- 
provement which has taken place in his department for the 
year. 

Discijdine and Conduct of Pruoners. — I can report the prison 
discipline to be in a satisfactory condition ; and taking into 
account the various classes confined here, as also the numerous 
transfers which have been made, the prisoners’ conduct has been 
passably good for the past year. The Defaulters’ Return pre- 
sents a marked change for the better, as compared with that for 
1855, both in reference to the character and number of offences, 
the return for 1855 giving 775, with a daily average of 344 in 
custody ; while that for 1856, with an average of 379, shows 
but 305 punishments. The latter presents also a favourable con- 
trast with the former, in respect of the nature of the class of 
defaults for which punishments have been inflicted, and the 
absence (except in one case, where corporal punishment was 
inflicted) of assaults on prison officers. These results are the more 
remarkable wffien it is considered that during the year just 
ended 144 of the best conducted convicts were removed to the 
prison for exemplars in Dublin, while those wdio have replaced 
them have been generally of a mixed class as regards ch;u'acter, 
and for the most part men under various sentences of penal ser- 
vitude, many of whom are exceedingly ignorant, vicious, and 
ill-disposed, not inclined to improvement, or to avail themselves 
of the advantages presented by a reformatory system ; in fact, 
only to be ruled by stringent discipline, and the fear of severe 
punishment, and who look forward only to the expiration of their 
respective sentences, without much care for the future, or giving 
attention to the necessity of moral reformation so often pressed 
upon them. I am of opinion that in many such cases this heed- 
lessness is caused by the absence of some susttiining hope ; and 
this^ opinion is formed from the replies given by men when 
urging on them the ill effects of a continuance in vicious and 
idle propensities, when I am not unfrequently told that penal 
sei’vitude prisoners have nothing to look forward to beyond 
discharge on completion of their sentence.s ; that they have no 
Impe of being transferred to an exemplary prison to work out 
the latter few months of their time, as a reward for steady in- 
dusti’y and good prison character ; and I do think if it were 
practicable to hold out some hope of an ultimate reward for 
moral improvement, steady appliance to industry, and strict 
observance of rule, that such hope would be an important ele- 
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ment in tlie reformation of many yotmg men — I may almost call 
them boys—under penal servitude sentences, and that the best 
results would follow tlie experiment. 

No accident of a serious nature has occurred since my last 
Report j an assault was coimnitted by one prisoner on another 
with a large stone, froni the effects of whicm life was for some 
time^ endangered. In this case informations were taken by a 
magistrate, and the offender sent to take his trial at the ensuinff 
assizes. ° 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Francis Hosrbvb, Governor. 



I certify that the rules of this prison have been complied with, 
except in such cases as have been reported or otherwise dealt 
vrath. 

Francis Hogeeve, Governor. 
The Directors of Convict Prisons,, 

Dublin Castle. 



Return of the Number of Convicts committed and disposed of 
from 1st January to 31st December, 1856. 



Numher in custody 1st January, 1856, 
Received from Mountjoy Prison, 

„ Newgate, 

„ iSpike Island, 

„ Cork County Gaol, . 

„ Dundruin Lunatic Asylum, 

, „ Maryborough County Gaol, 



Removed during twelve monllis euded 31st December, 1856. 
To Smithfield Exemplaiy Prison, 

„ Spike Island, . . 

„ Newgate, 

„ Mountjoy, 

„ Tullamore County Gaol, 

„ Dundrum Lunatic Asylum, 

Discharged, 

.Discharged on Ticket-of-Licence, 

Died, 



211 

137 

112 

5 

1 

1 



308 



■ 476 
784 



89 

71 

.55 

10 

1 

5 

58 

1 

23 



Remaining in custody 31st December, 1856, 

Effective, ..... 
Non-effective, including School, Hospital, In- 
valids, and under Punishment, 

Highest number in custody during the year, . 
.Lowest, „ „ 

Daily average number in Hospital, 



. 313 
471 



S5M50 

119-850 



• 471 
476 
308 
63 
k2 
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Government 
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EMPLOYMENT DAILY AVERAGES. 



Tailors, 

Shoemakers, 

Weavers and Winders, 
Tin-men, . 

Carpenters and Saivj'ers, 
Smiths, 

Masons and Stonecutters, 
Painters, . 

Labourers. 

Fatigue Work, . 

Cooks, 

Picking Oakum, 



Daily average effective, . 247*766 
,, non-effective, 131‘508 

379-274 



39*782 

37*711 

15*365 

2*073 

14*644 

3*878 

14*654 

2*960 

88*078 

18*712 

3*789 

6*120 



MONTHLY AVERAGE NUMBER OF 
PRISONERS IN CUSTODY. 



For January, 

,, Februaiy, 

,, March, 

,, April, 

May, 

„ June, 

„ July, 

„ August, 

„ September, 
„ October, 

,, November 
„ December, 

Daily Average, 



324*285 

331*526 

336*962 

338*812 

336*467 

357*426 

391*609 

408*938 

423*079 

413*433 

424*687 

466*066 

379*274 



AGES or PRISONERS IN CUSTODY ON 
CONVICTION. 



1 6 years 


of age and under, 


. 86 


20 


„ oyer 16, 


. 163 


25 


„ „ 20, 


. 81 


30 


» 25, 


. 52 


35 


„ „ 30. 


. 20 


40 


»» 51 35 , 


. 17 


45 


5 , 5 , ^0, 


. 10 


50 


51 51 * 1^5 


. 12 


55 


,, , upwai’ds, 


. 24 




Total, 


. 471 



PRESENT AGES OP PRISONERS IN 
CUSTODY. 

16 years of age and under, . 5 



20 




over 16, 


. 153 


25 


ji 


„ 20, 


. 130 


30 




55 25, 


. 66 


3.5 


»i 


„ 30, 


. 39 


40 


55 


„ 35, 


. J9 


45 




55 40, 


. 20 


50 


55 


55 45, 

upwards, 


. 14 


55 


55 


. 25 






Total, 


471 



Prisoners’ Grimes. 



hlurder, .... 1 

Conspiracy to Murder, . . 1 

Manslaughter, . . . 4 

Shooting at and Assaults vrith 
Intent, .... 3 

Assault and Kobhery, . . 11 

Grievous and Other Assaults, . 13 

Bapc, 2 

Highway Robbery, . , 2 

Cow StciJing, ... 28 

Sheep Stealing, ... 15 

Horse Stealing, ... 4 

Horse lulling, ... 2 

Sncrilege, .... 3 

Ass Stealing, .... 2 

Unlawful Combination, . . 2 

13 urglai*y and Robbery, , .131 



Larceny, , . . . 

Felony, .... 
Receiving Stolen Goods, , 
Bigamy, .... 
Arson, . . . • 

Obtaining Money under False 
Pretences, .... 
Forgery and Embezzlement, . 
Coining, .... 
Vagrancy, 

Writing Threatening Letter, . 
Striking Superior Officer, 
Desertion, . . . • 

Breaking Out of Military Prison, 



151 

45 

24 

I 

10 

5 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



Total, . . 471 



Retuen of Peisonees’ Offences. 



Assaults on Prison Officers, . 1 

Mutinous Conduct, . . 1 

hlalicious Accusation agilnst 
Officer, . . . . 1 

Assaults on Prisoners, . . 21 

Theft, 15 

Insubordination, ... 35 

Disobedience and Insolence, . 85 



Disorderly Conduct, . • 

Idleness, malingerhig, and re- 
fusing to work, . • . • 

Breaches of Prison Rules (slight 
offences), . . . • 

Total, . - 306 
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lar 31st, 1855. To Balance in favour of {lie PaUic, 75 8 6 

li, per Paymaster Civil Services, . • 14,608 14 10 

Manufactui'os, .... 1,540 2 4; 

Gratuities, .... 146 10 8j 

Barrack Damages, . . . 14 0 

Prisoners’ Ca^ Forfeit, . . . 0 7 3. 



75 8 6 Victualling, 

,608 14 10 lilimofacturcs, . 

,540 2 Salaries, 

146 10 8^ Prisoners' Olotliiog, . 

14 0 Special Vote, . . 

0 7 3^ liimairs and Alterations of Prison, 
Omcers’ Clothing, 

Waging and Soap, 

Implements, 

Utwsils and Furniture, 

M^ical Comfort 
Gratuities to Prisoners, 

Travelling Chafes, 

Jledicines and Surgical Instrurocnts, 
Incidental Charges, 

Bents, Bates, and Taxes, 

Prisoners' on Discharge, 

Fieights and Charges, ■ 

Discharged Prisoners’ Clothing 
Allowances in lieu of Officers' Elions 
Funeral Expenses, 

Advertising, . . . 

Bedding, 

Chaplains’ Requisites, . 

Fuel and Lighting, 

By Balance in favour of the Public, 
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Abstract of Mantjfactorihg Accobnt from 31st Mai-cli to 31st December, 1856. 

d. 



Him 

Pii 

li 



March SI, To TaJuo of Stock in Store, 

„ Amount Pdd for Raw MoteriaJ,’ 

» „ Balance, being Profit on Prisoners’ 

Labour, • 



2,562 14 
41S 10 



Dec. 31, By Goods Jlannfectured and Sold, . 

,1 „ Value of Raw Matorlal in Store, 

„ „ Value of Manufactured Articles iu Store, 

„ „ Value of Untucked Prieze in Store, 



<£3,937 6 

Profit on Piioners’ Labour for Manufactured Articles sold. 

Profit on Prisoners’ Labotir for Manufactured Articles in Store and ni 



Total Profit on llanulaotnres, 



Dr. 



Abstract of Expenditoee aad Valbe ofWoRK executed In the Bailding Department for year ended 
31st December, 1856. 



Cr. 



.£108 11 9 



To Value of Stock on hands slat DecemW, 1855 
„ Amount Paid for Timber, . 

>5 n Stone, 

11 11 Bricks, . 

n II Slates, 

11 11 Roman Cement, Iron, Culm, Sheet 

v.i ^n'l „ , ^«®'^>?J^3,SmallStores,aTidWages. 152 U 6 
„ ValneoiOils,ColourSiaiuiCulm,perWarDepartcDent, 118 18 0 
„ Balance, being Profit on Prisoners' Labour, . 2,433 13 6 



160 16 II 
337 0 0 
78 11 1! 



Total, . . . . 8.985 12 0 ' 
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By Value of Carpentry, as per Sch. 

„ Masomy, „ 

„ Stone Cutting, „ 

„ Smith’s Work, „ 

„ Slating and Plastering, „ 

„ Painting and Glazing, „ 

„ Whitewasliingi &0., „ 

„ Excavations, „ 

„ Kails, Holdfasts, &o., „ 

Stock on bands, Slst December, 1856, 



1,008 15 8 
S-29 16 4^ 
191 16 Si 



Total, 



T/itrd Annual Bejiort of the Directors 




Bsiumi of Womi, .naTOiio tkoioof, onoiit«a in (ho Boildiag DopmOnont of file Piieon for Tear ended Slat Deoemboe, 1856. 



Peters' Shop, old Pneon Yard, 

Back. Gate at Coal j ard, . 

Soadry Works, IroD Prison, 
Shoemaker's Shop, .... 
&hool-room Fixtures. 

Alterations, Ac., Wearers’ Shop, 
Sb'oemakers* Cutting-ihop, 

Istundrj, Citclien, and Baker7, 

Water &teni Buildings, . 
Pump-hoose and Well-hole. 

Sandry Sepnirs and Fitments, Altcrat 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

PhiUpstown Convict Prison, 
January II, 1857. 

GEuraBMEN, — I have the honour to present my report of 
this prison for the past year, during which its general hygeian 
was satisfactory. No epidemic or other serious Illness prerailed 
amongst the officers or prisoners. 

The hospital contained, on the 1st of January, 73 patients; 
in the course of the year the admissions into hospital num- 
bered 224, thus classified; — 



Fever, .... 
Slight febrile attack^ 
Dysentery, . . , 

Diarrhcea, 

Colica, .... 
Inflammation of bowels, . 
HaBmoirhoids, . 

Fistula in ano, , . 

Prolapsus ani, . 

Gastritis, 

Tabes mesenterica, . 

Chronic disease of liver, . 
Ascites, .... 
Phthisis, and other serious dis 
eases of respiratory organs, 
Influenza, . , 

Haemoptysis, ... 
Cynanche tonsilaris, 

Disease of heai't. 

Scrofula, 



4 
25 

3 
8 
2 
1 

5 
1 
1 
2 
2 

4 
2 

35 

5 
5 
5 
I 

40 , 

Kumber in hospital, 1st January, 
Admitted during the year, 

Total, 

Discharged cured or relieved, 
^icd, ... 



Abscesses, 

Morbus COX93, . 

Indolent ulcers, 

Disease of knee-joint, 
General debility, 

Paralysis, 

Ophthalmia, . 
detention of urine, . 
Stricture of urethra, 
Orchitis, 

Erysipelas, 

Epilepsy, 

Acute rheumatism, . 
Fractures, 

Slight wounds and sprains, 
Injuiy of head, 

Paronychia, 

Otorrheea, 



3 

4 
14 

3 

1 

2 

2 

10 

1 

2 

9 

1 

3 

1 

224 



1856, 



15 

224 

299 

228 

23 

251 



48 



Eemained in Hospital, 31st December, 1856, 

The following table shows 

I The monthhj average nfimher of patients in hospital. 
II. Ifie average, uiid?r same head, for entire year. 



Average No. in Hospital. 
January, . . . 73.258 

J) ebruary, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 



64'428 

75129 

69-183 

67-903 

66-066 



Average Ho. in Hospital, 
omy, ■ . . . 6-2- 

August, . . . 57.709 

September, . . 52-333 

October, . . . 53-645 

Hovember, . . , 45-700 

December, . . 44-543 



Average number of hospital inmates for entire year, 62-962. 



The prison contained, on 1st January, 1856 
Aumissions during yeai-. 

Total, , 



308 convicts. 
476 „ 

784 
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The deaths, as noticed in obituary, resulted from — PujupsTown 

Government 

Phthisis, . . . . ,11 Tabes mesenterioa, ... 1 f R^soN . 

Sci’ofula, . . . . .4 Paralysis, .... 1 

Inflammatiott of bowels, . . 1 Old age and debility, , . 2 OJica 's 

Dysenteiy, .... 2 Rejiori, 

Gastritis, 1 Total, . . . .23 

A mortality per centage of 2-933 in the Invalid Convict 
Depot of Ireland, can scarcely be deemed extraordinary when 
it is borne in mind that eleven prisoners, who died -within the 
year, were admitted into hospital directly on their arrival from 
other prisons. . 

The casualties of the year, with one exception, deserve no 
particular notice. I advert to the case of William Grible, who, 
in a grievous assault by a fellow-prisoner, received a severe 
w'ound on his head, accompanied with concussion of his brain, 
and other symptoms -wdiioh, at first, threatened to become very 
serious. 

Independent of my ordinary duties, 1 had to contend with 
difficulties not, as I beheve, eqxTally the lot of other medical 
officers, which, if unsurmounted, must, by example, have mate- 
rially obstructed the administration of the service. These are 
referable to the following heads -. — 

I. Feigned Diseases. 

II. Idiocy and Lunacy. 

I. As regards “ feigned diseases” I found, on my assumption 
of duty, six convicts (amongst ten treated and observed as 
epileptics), viz,, D., S., M‘M., M., M‘L., and F., -who attracted 
my immediate attention, and raised suspicions that were fortified 
by observing the regularity with which they simultaneously and 
repeatedly ^‘■heyan their jits" during my visits to theh wards. 

Three of the number, D., S., and M., carried out simulation to 
an extent barely credible, yet sufficient to impress on ordinary 
bystanders a belief as to the genuine character of their assumed 
disease. They invariably selected, for the display of their 
talents, the most solemn moments of Roman Catholic divine 
service, never failing, on such occasions, to disturb the chaplain, 
and to create general confusion hr the congregation. Their 
perseverance seemed likely to baffle detection -, however, by the 
application of caustic stimulants, chiefly alcohol, to the con- 
junctiva, by continuous observation, and by other means not 
less valuable, I succeeded in inducing them to abandon their 
useless and wicked career. D. alone presented resistance ; his 
“fits” increased in frequency and violence; he assumed loss of 
speech; made signs for his clergyman, as if hr a dying state. 

Still he finally relented, with free and open_ confession of his 
imposture, in the practice of which he admitted to have been 
trained, from infancy, by his mother, a strolling, accomplished 
practitioner in the “ art” at “ fairs and markets.” None of those^ 
prisoners have reverted to then- schemes after an interval of 
several months. 

I have d-welt, perhaps, too wuoh on tins form of malingering 
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Go^Zme™ “ I it t° most deceitful in character, 

and ditbcmt to detect, I consider myself bound to record those 

cases, with their results. 

Here I may be permitted to offer my sincere thanks for the 
cordial, valuable, and um-emittiiig assistance afforded by the 
Roman Catholic Chaplain, by the Governor, Deputy-GovCTnor 
Chief and other Warders, during my exertions to expose those 
impostors. ' ^ 

Five prisoners, D., R„ D„ K., and R., presented another form 
ot feigned disease, as “bed-ridden patients.” These were 
without tlie slightest grounds to ivarrant their pretended 
debility, for a long period confined almost entirely to bed in 
hospital, on full meat diet, with extras. To sanction such abuse 
could not fail to encourage its extension ; and, although I expe- 
rienced much annoyance in grappling with the difficulty, I had 
the satisfaction of removing the evil; and I believe that my 
exertions created a salutarv deterrent effect throughout the 
prison. ° 

_ One other malingering case calls for a few remarks. M., on 
his arrival in this prison (June, 1856), complained of diseased 
bladder, accompanied with pain and swelling in the region of 
that organ, complaints,_ according to his statement, Iona 
duration. On examination, I discovered an enlargement in the 
lower part of the abdomen, which presented to the touch a 
hardened, immovable tumor, fully as large as the head of a 
cluld in utero Finding no decrease in the swelling, after 

observation, in hospital, for some time, and being satisfied that 

the prisoner was free from disease of his urinary organs I 
determined to test the true nature of the abdominal tumefaction 
While the prisoner lay in bed, I placed my hand under the 
lowei part of his spine, winch was curved to an extent fully equal 
to the effect of administered strychnine. On removing t4 bed- 
clothes, I obserpd_ his thighs crossed in a remarkable manner, 
and I was struck -mth the pecuHar, almost convulsive suppression 
extension of his lower extremities 
lednced the spinal ciuwature, dispelled the tumor, and restored 
all parts to their normal condition, from which there has been 
no subsequent departure. This case presented a genuine 

afurdo^brf malingering, the failure of which made 

an undoubted impression on the prisoners in the ward, who 
^tnessed the occiu-rence, as afterwards well known through the 

Q -1 , r. , , , Idiocy, Lunacy. 

dehcate nature of the subject, I deem it my 

SLed'’bf+'i V®" and have been 

betwen w t under symptoms of variation 

necIssitvTo ® f dangerous lunacy. I feel the great 
snrvJ LTe Sir such cases until continued 

in Sw . too much caution 

ciaKhen "P°,^/°?^>tful cases of mental disease, more espe- 
ciaUy when such decision may involve breach of discipline, with 
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consequent pimisiiment. The circumstances of alleged insanity, 
the probability or improbability of the disease being assumed, °pekon^"* 
and many other obvious concomitants, materially assist the — 
diagnosis. The motives for simulating insanity, with a view to 
escape the consequences of crime, cast on the medical examiner Report. 
serious responsibility, as immunity, or the reverse, must depend 
on his opinion, which should not be determined by any single 
symptom ; but by the knotvledge, so far as such case can be ascer- 
tained, of the individual’s history, moral,intelleetual, and physical. 

There is more danger of supposing insanitj’- to be simulated 
where it is real, than of supposing that to be real which is only 
pretended. No disease is more easily feigned, or more difficult 
to detect. The higher degrees of insanity are, in general, 
distinctly defined in their characters, and leave no doubt upon 
the nature of the affection. Not so in regard to many of the 
lower modifications, where great discretion is often required in 
judging whether the conduct of an individual is to be pronounced 
indicative of insanity. 

Strengthened by such reasoning, relying on my own practical 
experience, and guided by principles of Psychology so admirably 
adapted to ameliorate symptoms which, commencing wdth 
curable weakness of intellect, not unfrequently terminates in 
dangerous incurable insanity, I have no hesitation m declaring 
my conviction that this prison, with its present arrangements, is 
entirely unsuited to promote the curative results always sought, 
and repeatedly gained, in regular lunatic asylums; but not to 
be expected from the occupiers of the cells (to which they 
are, in this prison, of necessity confined, to bar the^ dangers of 
association), where depressing passions lead to bodily inaction, 
with inevitable tendency to produce gloominess of mind and 
moroseness of temper ; sad contrasts with the benefits derived 
from open air exercise, and otlier asylum appliances which pro- 
mote the kindly feelings of the heart, and brighten the intellect 
with inward sunshine. As the mind acts 011 the body, so does 
bodily engagement re-act on the mind; thus the most violent 
inmates of an asylum, and those outcasts of society— -hardened 
criminals — are often guided hack to happy associations,^ to 
intellect, and morality, by being furnished with appropriate 
successions of objects and employments, to tliink upon and to 
enjoy. 

In concluding this report, I have the pleasure to record my 
great satisfaction with the zeal and untiring assiduity evinced 
by my assistant, Mr. Henry King, in the discharge of his arduous 
duties. His adcunced professional acquirements, oorokAjiCto. "''’ith 
gentlemanly, unassuming demeanour, offer strong evidence of 
his present value in the public service, and portend success in 
his futm'e career. 

I have the honom- to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

MAtmlOE CORB, M.D., F.R.C.S.I., 

Medical Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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EM' 

PKOTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S EEPORT. 

Pliilipstown Convict Prison, 
January 5, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — L i compliance with your desire, I beo- leave to 
submit_my_report for the year ending 31st of December, 1856. 

Having in my last detailed at some length the routine of my 
labours in the prison, I do not think it necessary to advert to 
that subject now, further than to say, that the same almost daily 
attendance for religions worship, and the same careful course of 
catechetical instruction and examination, has been ptu-sued. 

The experience of another year has convinced me more 
and more of the value of moral and religious instruction 
when applied to the prisoners, and of the benevolence and 
wisdom of those by whom it has been provided for them 
Human language cannot, in my judgment, overstate its advan- 
tages m supplying them with better subjects for reflection in 
divertrng the current of their thoughts from its noxious channels 
and m fertilizing their minds for the production of those virtues 
of industiy, contentment, and self-reliance, which it is so desirable 
to hud amongst them. 

The system of moral cultm-e which I have endeavoured to 
pursue has been such as would be lilcely to inspire them with 
frmtfuhiess of resom-ees, to invigorate their minds, and o-iye 
thein strength of intellect and force of purpose to resist the 
inainfold temptations which will he placed in their ivay At 
the same time, in iustriioting the convicts I have laboured to 
give the precepte and motives suggested by revealed reliction 
and the study of God’s Word— that high position to which they 
are so pi^-emiiieutly entit ed-“ Wherewithal shall a youinr man 
cleanse his ivay.^ By taking heed thereto, according to Thy 

A very Hniited acquaintance with these prisoners will show 
that the same mode of treatment will not answer with all but 
that the moral culture must vary with the individual • ;uicl the 
chaplain will readily perceive that his teaching must havereo-ard 
to tho.se peculiar biases of mind by which one prisoned Ts'clL 
tinguishod from another. With a view to tins lie must ind 
iidiialize and study the mental character of each of them and 

nnrA appropriate reme^ or ’thdr 

moral wants and necessities. ^ ^ 

The conduct of the prisoners during their attendance on 
divuie service has been such as to meet my approval Their 
demeanoiir has been reverential, and the aiisLre wliicli 1 have 
lece^d from many of them, when examined on the subiect of 
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I sliould be omitting an important duty if I did not acknov- 
ledge bore my sense of the diligence and success of the school- Piuson. 
master; and 1 cannot but regard him as a very valuable aux- 
iliary in promoting the mental improvement of the prisoners, (.’japfaw's 
If this department had been committed to less skilful hands my 
difficulties ivould have been considerably increased. 

It is gratifying to me to be able to state tliat I cannot learn 
that any of the discharged prisoners who had been under my 
pastorai care have been re-committed or involved in any fresh 
violation of the law. From some of them I have received 
letters, since their departure from this, breathing the warmest 
gratitude for the care and consideration shown to them by tlie 
authorities, and expressing a fixed determination, for the re- 
mainder of their lives, to pursue that path of rectitude winch 
had, for the first time, been revealed to them here. 

It is true that in commencing his labours the moral and 
relio-ious instructor will find the minds of many of these convicts 
to he, indeed, a moral wilderness; hut when he shall pursue his 
onward course, undiscouraged by those cases of ill success winch 
will occasionally occur-, and which will, I believe, be only excep- 
tional, and leaning on the promised aid of the great Lord ot t ie 
harvest, I have no doubt that a great measure of good will be 
accomplished, and that lhe seeds thus industriously sown will 
issue in the most precious and abundant fruits. 

I have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, your obedient 

servant, IYilliam Little, Protestant Chaplain. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Philipstown, January 20, 1857. tieport. 

Gentlemen,— I have the honoiu- to submit the following 

report for the year 1856. , , 

I am happy to he able to state that the conduct of the 
prisoners under niy spiritual care has been, on the whole, 
the past year, satisfactory. The defiiulters sheet will shon that 
the recent increase of convicts in tins prison has not been asso- 
ciated with a oorresponding increase of crime, as the numbei o 
punishments, when compared with those of last jeai, has 
decreased by considerably more than one-hall. 

In an official letter of the 9th ult., forwarded tlirough the 
Governor to the Board of Directors, I stated that the pusmi 
chapel accommodation was too limited for my present congre- 
eation. The fetid air, in consennence generated, i.s unht toi 
respiration, and must be extremely injurious, m a samtayr point 
of view, both to officers and convicts. I regret to sai' that no 
steps have been taken as yet to remedy the evil. The 
figures will show that, abstracting altogether from the q™stimi 
of ventilation, the chapel is far too small to contain my piesent 
congregation. 
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Total number of Roman Catholic convicts in this prison 

on the 3Ist December, 1856, . . 40 q 

Catholic officers, . . . . * 30 



Total,' 



459 



Tims, mj congregation, consisting of 459 individuals, would 
requu^ (allowing four superficial feet to each), for the purposes 
of public -worship, a space of 1,836 superficial feet. But the 
present available space in the prison chapel is 1,230 superficial 
feet, shomng a deficiency of 606 superficial feet, and alfordine 
ac^mmodation for only 307 out of a congregation of 459. ^ 

The sacrament of confirmation was administered by a vene- 
rated bishop, the Right Rev. Dr. Walsh, in the month of Sep- 
tember last, to upwards of 100 prisoners, principally iuveniles 
aU of whom appeared imbued with sentiments df becominff 
reyerence for the sacrament and respect for its minister. ^ 
Notwithstanding that my efforts to ameliorate the moral 
condition of the prisoners under my care have been always 
Mr^itting and assiduous, they have not always been success- 
ful, but have been m some instances deprived of their leo-itimate 
fimts by a well organized and systematic simnlation'’on the 
pait of some of the pnsoners of epileptic fits, by means of which 
^iiie seiwoe and religious instruction were often interrupted 
Immunity from work and hospital privileges were of course the 
objects sought to be attained. I find by a reference to my ^ 
liar\ that one of those pseudo-epileptics, emboldened by^sLcess 
and demoralized by habitual deceit, feigned himself 
and sacnlegiously received the last rites of the Chmch afthe 
rf Atnl last assistants on the night of the 9th 

deceit and detection of the offender bv 
the pi esent medical superintendent, at once put an end to thfs 
additional but unnecessary proof of 
Gorrs undoubted professional attainments. In this iLtance 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant, 

P. Dotle, R. C. Chaplain. 

The Directors of Government Prisons 
Dublin Castle. ’ 
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HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. Pbilipstow.. 

Government 

Philipstown Convict Prison, ph^. 

January 12, 1857. IlmiSM- 

— , • 1 • • . T T ^naster' 8 Report. 

GEifTLEMEN, — In accordance with instructions received, I 
have the honour to submit uiy report on the school in con- 
nexion with this prison, for the year ended 31st December, 

1856. 

On taking charge of the school, in February last, I found 
242 prisoners in attendance. These were divided into three 
classes, consisting of juveniles under eighteen years of age, 
adults from eighteen to thirty years of age, and prisoners over 
thirty years of age. During the second week of March I 
examined them individually, in order to ascertain the extent of 
their capacities and acq^uireinents. I also examined them during 
the third week of December. The following tables show the 
state of the school, at both these periods, in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic. 

The great majority of the prisoners in the First and Second 
Book of Lessons are old men, forty-five years and upwards, 
nearly all of whom have learned all they know of reading since 
they became inmates of the convict prisons. The prisoners in 
the' other reading classes have, generally speaking, advanced 
from the lower to the higher classes during their time of impri- 
sonment. In geography and grammar, which are taught both by 
lecture and from the class-books, their progress has fiir exceeded 
my expectations. 

Table showing the State of the School, 



! 


Second Weelc of March, 1856. 


Third Week of Dec. 1856. 


JUTC- 
niloB. ‘‘ 


Idiilta. I Totil. 


■1“"’- Lauits.' 
mles. 


S“. 


Reading — 

First Book, . 
Second Book, 
Sequel, 

Third Book, . 
Fourth Book, 

Total, 

Writing — 

On Paper, 

On Slates, 

Arithmetic — 

Tables, 

Simple Rules, 
Compound Rules, . 
Proportion, . 
Practice and above, 

Total, 


9 

13 

21 
. 13 


16 

31 

34 

26 


30 

13 

20 

18 


55 

55 

75 

37 


1 

4 

5 
19 
16 


14 

25 

50 

45 

55 


44 

20 

21 

41 

40 


59 

49 

76 

105 

111 


54 


107 


81 


242 


45 


189 [ 166 


400 


23 

31 


40 

67 


28 

53 


91 

ISl 


40 

5 


131 

58 


84 

82 


255 

145 


40 

5 

2 

3 

4 


47 

45 

6 

4 

5 


45 

28 

5 

1 

2 


132 

78 

13 

8 

11 


3 

21 

5 

2 

32 


51 

80 

22 

31 

25 


44 

83 

13 

9 

19 


100 

184 

38 

22 

56 


54 


107 


81 


422 


45 


189 


166 


400 
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iovER^i°E™ During the greater part of the year the school opened at half- 
ps'-st eight o'clock, tmtil the shortness of the mornings prevented 
Head — opened sooner than nine; and latterly half-past 

m"'^rsJl^,ort. o’clock, and closed at four, affording from six and a-half 
to five and a-half hours’ instruction daily. This time has been 
divided so as to afford as much as possible to the least advanced 
classes. The juveniles received two hour’s instruction daily 
for five days in the week; the third and fourth classes of adults 
two hours on three days of the sveek ; first, second, and sequel 
cla.sses of adults, two hours, on four days of the week; third 
and fourth chisses of old men, six hours in the week. This 
division of time continued until the beginning of the month of 
August, when, owing to the overcrow'ded state of the school, 
it was deemed expedient to admit only one class at a time' 
giving only one hour’s instruction instead of two to each of the 
classes as formerly, with the exception of the juveniles, whose 
time at school remains unchanged. 

Under the present arrangement the school-room and other 
appliances at my disposal are fully adequate to the requirements 
of the school. The excellent maps and the illustrations of natural 
history afford ample means for giving instruction on these useful ' 
subjects. The books and other requisites, which are r-egularly 
supplied to the prisoners in their cells, for self-instruction, have 
been productive of very beneficial results. 

I am happy to be enabled to state that, wdth very few excep- 
tions,_ a desire for improvement in knowledge has become a 
pi'ominent characteristic of the prisoners under my charge ; that 
they have been docile, tractable, and attentive to the studies 
prescribed for them. Their conduct and demeanour in the 
school have been uniformly good. Only in nine oases has 
punishment been called for during the last eleven months. I 
have^ found appealing to the better portions of their nature, 
treating them with kindness, but at the same time with firm- 
ness, to be very important elements in Immanining them. 

Ulie salutary effects of prison discipline, their proficiency iu 
secular knowledge combined with industrial training, and the 
to, hear on them’by their chaplains, 
will have so modified their characters, that I entertain sanguine 
hopes that the great majority of them will become good and 
useful members of society when they are again restored to 
liberty. “ 

In concliision, I feel bound to express my grateful aoknow- 
Jedginents Irar the valuable assistance afforded me by the 
Grovenior, Deputy-Governor, and Obief Warder, in carrying’ 
out mv views in the school, and for the kindness shown to me 
Since i became an officer in the convict service. 

1 have the lionom- to be. Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Parbelly, Head Schoolmaster. 

To the Directors of Coindct Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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GEANGEGORMAN FEMALE DEPOT. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 



Gi*angegornian_ Convict Prison, 

Dublin, 10th January, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my Annual 
Report of this prison for the year, ended 31st December, 1856. 



In custody, 1st January, 1856, 
Received during th.e year, 



Sent to St. Vincent’s Reformatory, 
„ “ The Shelter,” 

,, Cork Female Prison, . 
Died, .... 
Discharged, 



In custody, 31st December, 1856, 



Convicts. Children. 
• . 259 25 

47 2 

306 27 

Convicts. Children. 

46 

5 

16 

5 12 

33 3 

— — 105 15 

. 201 12 



Under sentence of Transportation for 

Life, .... 7 

15 years, ... 7 

„ . . . 2 

10 .. . . .39 

7 „ . . .44 



Total, . 99 

Under sentence of Penal Servitude for 

1 0 years, ... 1 

8 „ . . . 1 
6 „ . . .11 
4 . . .89 



Total in custody, . 201 12 

I certify that the rules laid down for tlie government of the 
prison have been complied with in every instance, except in such 
cases as have been distinctly reported to, or broright under tlie 
notice of, a Director. 

The conduct of the officers, as you ai’e aware from the quarterly 
reports which you receive on the subject, has been most satis- 
factory, not even so much as a single fine having been inflicted 
during the past year. 

The attendance of the non-resident officers has been highly 
gratifying; the zeal and efficiency, too, with which they have 
discharged the very important duties which devolve upon them, 
prove how anxious is their desire for the welfare of the inmates 
committed to their charge. 

The sanitary condition of the prison continues in the same 
wholesome and perfect state in which it has hitherto existed. 

The health of the prisoners during the last tWelve moritlis has, 
thanks to Divine Providence, been good, but five having died, 

L 



Giungegor- 
man Female 
Depot. 

Oovernor's 

lieport. 
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GjiANGEQOE- and these in a great measure were broken down in constitution 

*'*Depot“^ and predisposed for almost any disease previously to their com- 
— ; inittal. 

Rep^t”’’^ The hospital, under the care of Miss Ryan, is in the same 
state of efficiency and cleanliness for wliich it has been re- 
markable. 

Industrial training has been very successfully carried out, and 
the progress of the prisoners in the various classes is a clear 
index to their anxiety for improvement. 

The school, under the management of that efficient officer, 
Miss Denvir, is producing the fruits that were anticipated from 
it when under the National Board of Education. The convicts 
now know the benefits of literary instruction, and are most 
grateful for the benefits which this department confers upon them. 

Moral training, being a paramount consideration, is strictly 
attended to. 

The classification badges and discipline of the prisoners, which 
have produced such good effects, are, I presume, referred to in 
the Report of the Superintendent, to whom they more imme- 
diately belong. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Thomas L. Synnott, Governor. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Superintendent’s 

Report. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Grangegorman Convict Prison, 

1st January, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with your order, I b^ respect- 
fully to submit my Report for the year ending 31st December, 
1856; and, at the same time, to observe, that with us it has not 
been marked by any remarkable occurrences. 

The system of discipline, &c., commenced in 1855, has been 
steadily carried on throughout the past year, and has still been 
found to regulate -the conduct of prisoners better than when no 
stated marks approved or disapproved the same. 

The decrease in the number of convicts at present in this 
prison, admits of those lately convicted being placed in separate 
confinement, and remaining there during the entire period of 
their probation, four months at least. Out of 259 female con- 
victs here on the 1st January, 1856, forty-eight have been dis- 
charged on free pardon, having served four years out of their 
sentence of seven years’ transportation, five have been sent to 
the Protestant Shelter, and thirty-four have been removed to 
the Roman Catholic Reformatory, Golden Bridge. 

Of the total number discharged, two only, that I am aware of, 
have returned to their former course of life — one of them met 
inth an untimely death, the other is at present a patient in the 
city hospital of this prison, suffering from symptoms of con- 
sumption. 
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Of those sent to tlie refoi-matories, the most satisfactory Grangegoe- 
accounts have been received of theh good conduct and industry. 

ence, many have been placed in situations where they are — ' 
respectably and honestly earning their livelihood: others have 
been sent home to friends willing to receive them, and no iu- 
aSray to my knowledge, of any of these going 

In preparing the convicts for useful domestic employments, 
they are instructed in_ classes in needlework, and then in rota- 
tion are taught washhig, cleaning, and cookmg, as far as the 
limits of a prison -will admit. 

'The number of convict children is very much reduced, soon 
the infants only will be left. This is most desirable, as children 
are a great detriment to the discipline of the prison, and it is 
most injurious for them. 

In forwarding Miss Denvir’s Report on the .school department, 
i ha,ve much pleasm-e in bearing my strongest testimony to her 
untmng exertions, zeal, and efficiency. 

I am ako happy to report that all the female officers have 
evinced the greatest anxiety for the best interests of the pri- 
soners. Two of the senior matrons have been promoted to a 
higher position in Newgate Female Convict Prison ; their places 
are now occupied by others, of whom I have no doubt to be 
able to report favourably. 

I have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, your obedient 
servant, 

Maeian Rawlins, Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict 
Prisons, &o., &c. 



Grangegorman Female Convict Prison, 
12th February, 1857. 

I hereby certify and solemnly declare, to the best of my know- 
ledge and belief, that the rules laid down for the government of 
this prison have been complied with in every instance during 
the year 1856, except in such cases as had been distinctly 
reported to, or brought under the notice of, a Director. 

Maeian Rawlins, Superintendent. 



SURGBOITS REPORT. 

13, Hume-street, 

7th February, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — In conformity with your desire, I beg leave to 
submit my Annual Report for the past year, 1856, in relation 
to the surgical department of the Richmond Female Govern- 
ment Prison. For the object of conciseness I use a tabular form 
recording the diseases treated; although a classified arrange- 

L 2 
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Gringksor- ment is considerably departed from, I trust it will be found 
sufficiently clear for reference. 



Siirgeon'a 

Baport. 



Scrofulous diseases in various 
organs and structures, . 
Eiysipelas abscess — diseased 
ankle joint. 

Syphilitic diseases, secondary, 
Ulcers, anthrax, burns, 

Spinal disease, . 

Ovarian disease, 

Dropsy, .... 
Porrigo, .... 
Olitis ophthalmia, 

Fracture — ^hand, . ' . 

Skin diseases, . 



12 i 

6 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
4 



Malingers, factitious sores, 
Total adults, 

CHILDREN. 

Syphilitic psoriasis, . 
Syphilitic ophthalmia, 

Skin diseases, . 

Spinal disease, . 

. Scrofulous ankle joint, 

Total interns, 

Externs, 



. 4 

. 41 

. 1 
. 1 

. 3 
. 1 
. 1 

. 48 

. 17 



1 have to observe that the various modifications of scrofulous 
disease still continues to predominate. There can be no doubt 
that wherever the strumous disposition exists, it becomes deve- 
loped raider the unfavourable influence of long confinement and 
indolent habits, which it is difficult, in most instances, to correct 
witliln the walls of a prison. 

The most remarkable case occurring in the past year is that 
of ]£. D., admitted into hospital for a complicated form of ova- 
rian disease. In this instance there has been an unexpected 
amount of amendment, but I consider her condition to Be still 
precarious. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, 

Axexandeb. Bead, 
Sui’geon to the Richmond 

To the Directors of Government Prison. * 

Government Prisons. 



Medml MEDICAL OEFIOER’S REPORT. 

Officer's lieporl. 

45, Mountjoy-square, 
January, 1857. 

Gentxemen, — I have again the pleasing duty of giving a 
very fiivourable report of the sanitary state of the Grange- 
I gorman Government Prison during the past year. 



Remaining in Hospital under my care, 1st Jamiary, 1856, . 5 

Received during the year, . . . . . 163 

Total, .... 168 

Of these have been discharged, . . . . . 155 

Died, ........ 4 

Eemainingin Hospital, 31st December, 1856, . . 9 

Total, . . , .168 
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Daily Average Number of Sick for five years ending 

31st December, 1856. 







1852. 


1853. 


1854. 


1855. 


ISSC. 






Intevits. 


Extorns. 


Interna. 


Esterns 


Interns. 


E.\tcrns. 


Intcnis. 


Externs. 


Interns. ! Externs. 


January, 




12*71 


2*00 


14*74 


4*03 


13-29 


5-74 


8*61 


5*51 


8*38 


4-00 


February, 




15-14 


4*37 


1 6*03 


4*90 


23-07 


6*92 


12*18 


5*82 


8*34 


4*48 


March, 




14*00 


6-30 


14*00 


7-00 


14-61 


6-39 


14-39 


4*13 


10*00 


4*30 


April, , 




13-03 


5-37 


16-46 


5-87 


11*43 


5-86 


13*30 


4*83 


10*26 


5*16 


May, . 




n*oo 


3*94 


15*00 


7-00 


12*70 


6*19 


11*26 


5*29 


11-90 


5*16 


June, . 




9*00 


4*59 


14*30 


8*23 


]0*36 


6*00 


10-80 


5*80 


U-76 


5*13 


July, . 




13-45 


6*61 


12-03 


8*23 


11-54 


6*35 


12*10 


5-32 


8*51 


4*80 


August, 




15*42 


9*20 


6*52 


5*60 


13-54 


7-22 


10*41 


5*32 


8*25 


5*22 


September, 




13-98 


6-70 


8*80 


5-43 


15-16 


7-00 


8*73 


4-97 


9'13 


4-36 


October, 




16*64 


5*30 


10*39 


4-71 


14*54 


8-61 


9*03 


4*90 


9*45 


5*12 


November, 




13-46 


4*03 


11*86 


3*45 


11-66 


6-00 


10*00 


5*03 


8-73 


0*08 


December, 




14*42 


4*o8 


11-32 


5*42 


12*08 


6*09 


8-35 


4*58 


7-45 


4*12 


Average each 






















year, 




13-51 


5-25 


12-62 


5-82 


13*69 


C-53 


10-73 


5-12 


9*34 


4 33 


Total No. 


of 






















Admissions 
to Hospital, 


137 




127 




159 




189 




163 





Diseases of those admitted to Medical Wards during the year. 



Ascites and Anasarca, . . . . .5 

Bronchitis and otlier pulmonary complaints, . . 30 

Cephalalgia, . . . . . .6 

Convulsions, . . . . . .4 

DiaiTlitea and Dysentery, . . . .15 

Dcntitio, ....... 3 

Diseases of Stomach, Liver, Bowels, and Kidneys, . 10 

Debilitas, . . • • ■ . .10 

Epilepsia and Hysteria, . . . . .11 

Exanthemata, . . . . • .20 

Erysipelas, ...... 3 

Fever, ....... 0 

Plydroeephalus, . . . . . .4 

Iritis an(i other atrectious of the cyo, . . .5 

hlalingering, • . . . • .6 

Khcumatisni and Neuralgia, . . . .15 

Uterine Comidaints. . . . . .6 

Hospital Nurses and Assistants, . . .3 

Total admitted during the yeai*, . .163 



Particulars of the four fatal cases during tlie Year. 





■When TPooived 
into Prison. 




Conviolod. 


When received 
into Huspilal. 


' 

When Died. 




Na.mo. 


4 


Where. 


When. 


L'oiuh. 


M.C., 
M.B., 
M.W., 
M. 0., 


March 2, 1853, 
Feb. 24, „ 
June 29, 1853, 
„ 3, 1853, 


29 

28 

28 

68 


Kerry county, 
Limerick city, 
Gahvay co. . 
Antrim, . 


Jau. 5, 1853, 
„ 19, M 
June 17, 185*2, 
April 11, 1853, 


Aug. 80, 1853, 
Mar. *24,1856, 
Feb. 2*2, - „ 
Aug. 18, „ 


llijb. 
April 19, 
March 31, 
July 1, 
Bept. 7, 


Phthisis. 

Liver Disease. 
Phthisis. 
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Geangegob- Tlie freedom wHch. this prison has enjoyed from attacks of 
epidemic disease, not only during the past year, but for the 
— preceding three years, is as remarkable as it is satisfactory. I 

OffiKfsRejioH. before alluded to the undoubted healtliiness of the site of 
’ this building, and the system of exercise and the excellent dietary 
in use. Having on former occasions mentioned my approval of 
the sanitary improvement carried out in this prison by the 
Board of Superintendence, in conjunction with the Directors, 
it is not now necessary that I should do more than repeat that 
the cleansing and re-consti'uction of the prison sewers, the erec- 
tion of a filtering apparatus on a new and excellent princijple, 
by means of which the convicts now receive an unlimited 
supply of water freed from the impurities with which it had 
been previously loaded, have contributed much to the present 
healthy state of the prison. The attention and kindness of the 
sevei’al officers to the convicts placed under their charge, shoidd 
not he omitted by me in enumerating the causes of the comfort 
and health which these poor women enjoy; and the absence of 
all severity, unless in exceptional cases, has, in my opinion, con- 
tributed not only to their reformation and the better discipline 
of the prison, hut also to improve its sanitary condition. I have 
not had sufficient experience to speak of the general efteots of 
the separate system, which is as yet but partially carried out in 
this prison, being confined to those under probation and pranish- 
ment. I am not aware that any evil results have as yet sprung 
from it. I would say that prisoners subject to tliis punishment 
should be exposed to constant surveillance, and at once removed 
to an open class when the depressing effects of that peculiar 
mode of pmiishment become apparent. The usual period of 
fom' months’ probation on committal, durmg which tliis mode 
of confinement is adopted, does not seem to cause any great 
degree of depression; but in one instance where it has been 
inuch longer prolonged, I at first observed considerable prostra- 
tion, mental and physical, which in time, however, wore off. In 
this case, however, the depressing effects could be otherwise 
accounted for, murder being the crime for which the prisoner 
w^ convicted. I shall continue to watch closely the effects of 
this punishment, it being the intention to adopt the separate 
system generally in the prison at present in course of erection 
for female convicts, and hope to be prepared, on its completion, 
to recommend such modification in carrying it out as may, 
without interfering with its efficacy, prevent injurious effects, 
mental or pjhysical, resulting to the pjrisonor. 

There is a class amongst the convicts with whom I find it very 
difficult to deal. I allude to those who, though they cannot 
be pronounced actually insane, are of sucfi defective mental 
organization as to render them, in my opinion, not wholly 
r^ponsible for the violence and excitement which they too 
OTOn exhibit. Of this class, there are about six at present in 
the prison, two or three of whom reauire restraint and occasional 
separation. 

On looking over the tables which accompany this Report, it 
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will be seen that there is a decrease from last year in the <5®ANaEGOB- 
nnmber admitted to hospital during the year, and also in the 
daily average number of sick in hospital. The class of cases . — 

admitted to the hospital were of the ordinary character; and the offi^s Report. 
only affection at all approaching the character of an epidemic 
was that of measles, which is classed under the “ Exanthemata,” 
and with which, I believe, all the convict cliildren were 
attacked, some of them very severely. The cases of fever, it 
will be seen, were few, and for the most part progressed favour- 
ably. The number of deaths in the medical wards was four, 
being the same as last year, and presented nothing unusual as 
to the causes of death. 

I . am not aw'are of any thing further requiring notice on 
my part. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Awit Banon, 

Medical Superintendent of Female Convicts. 

The Chairman and Dhectors 

Government Prisons, &c., &c. 



CHAPLAIN’S TEPOEiT. Chaplain’s 

Report. 

Grangegorman Government Prison, 

Dublin, January 17, 1857. 

The conduct of the prisoners committed to my care in 
Grangegorman Government Prison has been, on the whole, 
satisfactory during the past year. The greater number of them 
are now communicants, and of these I have some reason to hope 
favourably. 

The prisoners continue to make good progress in reading and 
writing; and as I have visited the school frequently during the 
year, I feel bound to hear testimony to the zeal and efficiency 
of the mistress, as well as to her success in interesting the pri- 
soners in her instructions. 

William Matueih, Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Grangegorman Government Prison, 
February 13, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — I have been so short a time (since last Novem- 
ber only) Chaplain of the Grangegorman Convict Prison that 
I regret that I cannot give you as full and satisfactory report 
as. is desirable. However, I feel great pleasure in bearing tes- 
timony, from ’wlia.t I have witnesseclj to the observance of the 
rules and discipline of the prison on the part of the officers, 
as well as to the generally good condnet and attention to their 
religions duties, of the prisoners under my chai’ge. 



Roman Caiholio 

Chaplain's 

Report, 
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CrBANGBKOK- I feel, iudeed, very great satisfaction iu tlie discliarge of my 
duty towards them, as they appear to appreciate the religious 
— instruction they receive, and the efforts that are made for their 
spiritual improvement. _ 

Rejiort. Those who have heen discharged from the prison since 1 

became connected with it have left, apparently, in very excellent 
dispositions — anxious to lead a good life, and earn their bread 
honestly in future; and I have but little doubt that they will do 
so, provided they get some employment, or means of subsistence. 

But we must not be surprised if some of those poor creatures 
who, at the termination of their imprisonment, are cast homeless 
and friendless on the world, and exposed to dll the temptations of 
poverty and misery, should relapse into crime, and become again 
the inmates of a prison. There is no class of prisoners more 
deserving of sympathy and aid than those who, truly penitent for 
the past, are most anxious, by their future good conduct, to redeem 
their lost character, and be admitted again into society. 

With respect to the discipline of the prison, I take the liberty 
of strongly urging the propriety of having the cells lighted, so 
that the prisoners might spend more time in useful employment 
than they do under the present system, whereby tliev are 
locked in from dusk till about seven o’clock next morning,” with 
nothing whatever to do but sleep or pass their tedious hours in 
idle, if not immoral, conversation. This is an evil which cannot 
be remedied too soon. 

Again, I wot^ld suggest a bettor classification of the prisoners, 
so that the very vicious and unruly may be kept separate from 
those who are not so depraved, and who are anxious to reform 
their lives. One disorderly member is enough to disturb and 
check the improvement of an entire class. 

I have great pleasure in expressing my obligations to the 
Governor and other officers of the prison for "their uniform 
civility, and their kind assistance to me in the discharge of my 
duties ; and begging that you will accept my apology for this 
very brief report, I liave the lionour to remain, Gentlemen, 
your obedient servant, 

Edmond Scully, Catholic Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 

PBESBTTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Blackhall-street, January 19, 1857. 

Gentlemen,— In sending you a report of the female convicts 
in Grangegorraan Prison under my care for the year 1856, 

I have nothing particular to mention, except that they have, in 
general, been well conducted, and are making jirogross in their 
knowledge of the Sacred Scriptures. One of them who came 
into the prison about a year since was, for some time, trouble- 
some, but has greatly improved in temper and ill conduct. 
Another, who was guilty of a capital offence, has, since slie came 
into prison, last May, conducted herself in a very satisfactory 
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miinuei', and lias given evidence, so far as I can judge, of being 
a true penitent. 

I remain. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

S. Simpson, Presbyterian Cliajilain, 
Grangegorman Prison, Dublin. 
To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



SCHOOL MATRON’S REPORT. 

Grangegorman, January 3, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with directions received, that a 
report on the state of the convict school under my rare should 
be furnished, I beg most respectfully to submit the following. 

During the past year 208 prisonei’s were committed to my 
charge, and I am happy in being able to state that they have evinced 
a desire to improve themselves in the different branches taught. 
Many have made respectable progress, considering their advanced 
age, and their attendance in school only six liours each week. 

The system of instruction and the arrangements adopted for 
teaching are of the same description as those in use dm’iiig the 
pi'evious year, and which, from satisfectoiy results, appear to be 
valued by the prisoners. It is truly gratifying to be in a posi- 
tion to report tlie good conduct of all classes, old and young, 
and tlieir attention during school hours. 

Hojjing that iny constant exertions to improve the condition of 
the prisoners over whom I am placed may prove satisfactory, Ihave 
the honour to be. Gentlemen, your faithful and obedient servant, 

Mary Dknvie. 



CORK GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Cork Government Prison, 
9th Jannarjp 1867. 

Gentlemen, — I heg to submit to you my second Annual Re- 
port in reference to the Cork Government Prison, for the year 
ending 31st December, 1856. At tbe close of last year the 
numbers tlicn in tbe prison amounted to 360. On tbe 31st 
December, the numbers were 442, showing for the year an in- 
crease of 82, exclusive of the prisoners who, during the course 
of the year died, were transferred to Grangegorman Government 
Prison, and those who were discharged in consequence of the 
expiration of their terms of imprisonment. _ The aggregate num- 
ber of those who died or left the prison during the year, was 67, 
for the particulars of which I beg to refer yon to tlie accompany- 
ing Statement of Number Committed and Disposed of from the 1st 
of January, 1856, to 31st December, 1866. 

I have great satisfaction in reporting an improvement both in the 
state of the prison and the conduct oi the pirisoners. The system 
of treatment adopitecl towards the latter does not vary materially 
from that mentioned in my former Report. There have been a 
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good many puaisliments, but, with a few exceptions, they have 
been for offences of a very trivial nature ; the exceptional cases 
were specially reported to you, and orders made upon them. 

® Within the last few months the school department has been 
placed under the management of two teachers, trained under 
the National Board of Education, from which very great 
advantages have already residted. The prisoners leai-n with 
greater Sicility, and have begun to take a stronger interest in 
their own improvement. 

They arrive in the prison, in the great majority of cases, 
grossly ignorant, but aheady many of tliem can read and write 
mrly; and some of those who, on entering the prison, did not 
even know the alphabet, are now capable of acting as monitresses. 
As a proof of the desire of the prisoners for education, I may 
mention that some who entered four months since, entirely 
ignorant, learned their letters in the school, and by then.’ own 
efforts in the probationary cells have brought themselves on to 
spelling and reading. 

Great benefit has accrued to the prisoners from the attendance 
of the Chaplains, who are most assiduous in the performance of 
their duties. The Roman Catholic Cha]:lain visits the pri.son 
daily, a matter, indeed, rendered necessary by the large number 
under Ids care, there being 414 prisoners of that persuasion in 
the depot. The Sisters of Mercy also visit the Roman Catholic 
prisoners in classes one day in the week, and visit the hospital 
constantly, and their influence has been most beneficial. 

I have to record a great improvement in the accommodation of 
the prisoners by the addition of part of the South Charitable 
Infirmaij, owing to which there is now added to the building a 
Roman Catholic Chapel sufficiently large for 400 prisoners, room 
for sleeping in association for 57, and in cells for 23. 

During the coui’se of the past summer an improvement in the 
sewerage was made under the inspection of the steward, from 
widch I have observed great benefit to the health of the prisoners. 

1 have much pleasure in recording my satisfaction with the 
conduct of the officers in general. Some incompetent persons 
who were appointed were discharged before their term of pro- 
bation had expired. I would, however, take the liberty to 
suggest that appointments of officers should be from persons of as 
respectable a station as possible. The prisoners are exceedingly 
sharp in discerning any tiling like evidences of vulgarity or want 
of education ; and when they do so, they lose all respect for the 
officer in whom they perceive those deficiencies ; and in this way, it 
will be seen that there is an injury to the maintenance of discipline. 

A great difficulty under which I labour in the management 
of the prison, is the want of suitable employment with which to 
keep the prisoners in constant and useful occupation. The store 
is now crowded with shirts and socks, made by the prisoners, 
of which I have no means of disposal. The shirts have the 
convict stripe on them, and therefore could not be sold to any 
but a Government Prison. Forty-one women are constantly 
employed in the laundry, who, in addition to the ordinary work 
of the prison, also do the washing of the Spike Island depot. 
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Then, ill cooking, cleaning, and assisting in the stores, there is 
employment for about fifty more ; and the rest, then, 'when not pmson. 
engaged in school, I am forced to employ in sewing and knitting, 
in which branches, as I have said, there is ah’eady a large accu- neiiort. 
mulatioii of work done. As I understand that crochet-work has 
been spoken of as a useful employment for prisoners, I think it 
right to mention that, as far as my experience goes, it has not 
been found serviceable to the industrial character of those 
females outside amongst whom it has been introduced. Froin 
the testimonies ot persons well aoi^uainted with the working ot 
the system, I understand that it generates lazy habits, and leads 
to an inordinate passion for dress; it creates a great aversion 
to hard labom- of any description, and c^mte unfits them tor the 

capacity of servants. ... .i_ ^ 

1 beg most respectfully to suggest the necessity that exists ot 
sending out of the prison all children over two years old; under 
that aire, of oom-se, it would not be practicable or nght to separate 
the child from its mother; but when its intelligence begins to 
awaken, it receives ideas from the association with prisoners which 
certainly must tend to its demoralization. There are now m the 
prison 4ildren from four to five years of age, who are quite 
acquainted with the crimes of their mothers, of whidi they talk 
freely, and without any sense of shame or regret. Aft,er the chil- 
dren are able to walk, I set the women to work lor some horns 
every day, hut, as the mother returns to the child again at night, 
of course it is impossible to prevent the evil influence she can 
have on a youthful mind. As a general rule, the dopm-tmeut of 
the nursery is the most troublesome m the prison, and it is almost 
impossible to maintain efficient disciphne m it. The piesence oi 
the children occasions quarrels amongst the women themselves, 
and gives them a ready excuse for noise or disorder, when, owing 
to the crowded state of the prison, and the shortness of the staff, 

the matron of that ward has to attend to other prisoners. ^ 

I have to state to the Directors that I am greatly impressed 
with the advantage to the prisoners of transmission to the refuges 
previous to being finally discharged. Those who are ^^11 con- 
Lcted fear to leave the prison dnectly, as they feel 
they cannot obtain honest employment, with the 
viction attaching immediately to them; and it ^ 

deshable that the same advantage shodd be granted to the 
prisoners sentenced to penal servitude. I have 
Lme of that class, who are extremely well conducted, and woul , 

I make no doubt, prove excellent members or society. 

I havrthe honour to be. Gentlemen, yom- obedient servant, 

Delia J. Lidwill, Supermtendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 

I certify that, to the best of my behef, the rules laid down 
for the government of the prison have been comphed with m 
Tvery iltlnce, except in sLh cases as been distinct 

renorted to or brought under the notice of, a Director, 
leportea to, or o g ^ LinwiLi, Superintendent. 
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Cork STATEMENT of NuMBEK of OoNVICTS COMMITTED and DISPOSED 



Government 

Prison. 

Sup«rmUndeni' s 
Report, 



of from 1st January to 31st December, 1856, viz. : 

Adults. Children. 
360 U 

U9 9 

1 



In custody 1st January, 1856, 
Eecdved during the year, 
Born in the Prison, 



Total, 

Discharged during the ycai’, . 
Transfen^ed to Grangegorman, 
Transfeirred to Lunatic Asylum, 
Discharged on Ticket of Licence, , 
Died, > . . . 

Total, 

Remaining in custody, 31st Dec., 1856, 



509 



24 . 



12* 

2 

1 

7 

67 

442— 



-509 



24 



AGES OP PRISONERS IN CUSTODY. 



CONVICTIONS 



Under 15 yeai’S, . 


1 




CUSTODY. 




V 20 „ . . 


56 


1850, . 


, , 


1 


„ 25 „ . . 


156 


1851, . 




1 


,, 30 „ , 


78 


1852, . 




. 32 


,, 35 ,, 


60 


1853, . 




. 158 


» 40 „ . . 


17 


1854, . 




. 122 


^ » 45 . . 


S2 


1855, . 




. 100 


45 yeai's and upwards, . 


42 


1856, . 




. 28 


Total, 


442 




Total, 


. 442 


SENTENCES OE PEISONEBS. 




Penal Servitude, 4 years, . 


. 262 


Transportation, 7 years, . 


. 113 


»» 6 * 


. 14 


,, 


10 „ . 


. 25 


*> 7 j, . 


. 1 


n 


14 „ 


. 5 


,» 8 „ . 


. 1 




15 ., 


. 11 


n 10 „ 


. 1 




Life, 


. 8 


» Life, 


. 1 














Total, 


. 442 


Age of youngest 


prisoner, 


14 yeai’S. 




„ oldest 




. 


63 „ 





STAFF OF PUISON OFFICERS. 

Superintendent, * . . | 

Medical Attendant, , . i 

Protestant Chaplain, . . \ 

Roman Catholic Chaplain, . l 
Steward, ..... l 
School Matrons, . . .2 

Hospital Matron, . . 1 

Principal Matrons, . . .2 

Class Matrons, . . .7 

Laundry Matron, . . .1 

Class ]\Iatron, Store Department, 1 



Kitchen Matron, . . .1 

Assistant Matron and Superin- 
tendent’s Clerk, . . .1 

Assistant Matrons, . . . 4 

Gate Porter, . ... 1 

I Night Watchmen, . . .3 

Messenger and Steward’s Clerk, . 1 
Hospitm Nurse, ... 1 

Total number of Officers, . 31 



Delia J. Lib'will, Superintendent. 
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Contt 

Government 
Prison. 

Stev:ard and 
Accoimtani's 
Report. 

Gentlemen In obedience to yotir directions, I have the 
honom- to submit a general account of the receipts and expendi- 
ture of money during the t"';yelve months ended 31st December, 

1856, and a report on the prison buildings for the same period. 

Qenerai. Account of Beoeiits and Expenditobe for Twelve Months 
ended 31st December, 1856. 



STEWABD AND ACCOUNTANT’S BBPOBT. 

Cork Convict Prison, 
January 20, 1857. 



1856 Dt- 

Jail, 1 , To Balance in favour of Pulolic, 31st Dec., 1855 
Dec*. 31, To Lodgments by Paymaster of CivT Services, 
, Disdlowance in respect of Chaplain’s Salary, 
1854, .... 

Eefund of Overpayments, 1855 and 1856, 
Receipts on account of Contingencieg, ^ 

’ „ Convicts’ Clothing, 

** Manufactures, 

” Convicts’ Gratuities, 

” „ Wasliing. . 

Sale of old Materials, 



1856. 



Cr. 



Dec. 31, By Payihents on account of— 

„ Salaries, . 

„ AVages, ^ . 

„ Victualling, 

„ Brushes, Brooms, &c., 

„ Alterations and Repairs, 

Incidental Charges, 

Contingencies, 

Mfinufactui'es, 

Utensils and Furniture, 

Implements, . ^ 

,, Medicines and Surgical Instruments, 

’’ Medical Comforts, 

Convicts’ Gratuities, 

„ Freights and Charges, 

„ Travelling Charges, 

Prisoners on Discharge, 

„ Convicts’ Clothing, 

„ Funeral Expenses, 

Fuel and Lighting, 

Washing and Soap, 

Cleaning Prison, . 

„ Bedding,, . 

„ Advertising,, 

„ Officers' Kations, 

Bents, Bates, &c„ 

Bemoval of Prisoners, 

„ Officers’ Clothing, 

„ Balance in favour of Puhhc, 



£ s. d. 
48 6 Of 
8,138 1 1 

8 6 8 
■ 1 14 7 

43 9 3 

6 12 8 
991 12 1 
42 9 9J 
178 12 si 
6 6 11 



£9,460 11 




£ s. 


d. 


1,481 3 


44 


81 11 


2+ 


3,072 14 


7 


41 8 10 


S38 8 


4 


26 17 


6 


50 6 lOi 


1,910 1 


5 


161 1 


41r 


4 1 


u 


50 19 


2 


55 19 


61 


92 18 


04 


19 17 




13 3 


7 


80 8 


7 


1,186 18 


2J 


6 3 


0 


3 19 


10 


189 15 


3 


35 18 


0 


45 0 


1 


2 4 


2 


196 19 


n| 


72 9 


0 


10 17 


3 


16 7 


3 


62 18 


8i 



J£9,4G0 11 6i 
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Cork 

Government 

Prison. 

Steward and 
AceounianCs 
Report. 



The payments on account of alterations and repairs of Ibnild- 
ings amounted to £538 8,s. U., of which £250 2s. lUrf. was 
incurred and paid since the commencement of the current 
financial year; if from the first-mentioned sum £91 Os. iJ-d. 
paid for charges incun-ed in the year 1855, be deducted, the 
actual liabilities for the twelve months will stand at £447 
8s. 2jd., of which amoimt £115 10s. was paid to Mr. Peri’ott 
for new boilers and drying apparatus in the lamidry depart- 
ment, and £23 10s. to Mr. Cassidy for supports to a por- 
tion of one_ of the main walls ; the remainder, £308 8s. 2jd. 
hp been disbursed for works performed under my personal 
directions. The last sum has covered the necessary repairs of 
the prison, which, owing to the great extent and the age of the 
buildings, were very large, while many weak and dangerous 
points have been secured, and the prison made so safe as to 
remove apprehension of escape. A neat and commodious Pro- 
testant chapel has been oonsti-ucted in apart of the prison which 
was occupied by some useless cells; the upper portion of the 
building rented fi-om the Trustees of the South Infii-mary, con- 
verted into _ a Roman Catholic chapel, capable of properly 
accommodating all the prisoners of that persuasion ; the remain- 
ing portions of the same bufiding, and the old Roman Catholic 
chapel fatted ^ up into accommodation for eighty additional pri- 
soners ;_ considerable improvements made in the lightmg and 
ventilation of places which needed attention in these respects 
an mcreased and convenient supply of water obtained, a new 
store formed and fitted with shelves, &c.; a dead-house built, 
addifaonal office accommodation provided, the drying-green 
fitted with posts and rails, the exercising yards levelled and 
improved, and water-escapes provided; new privies built in the 
altered and enlarged, and a system ofsew- 
era^^e inteoduced by which all ordure is carried away by the 

sfr^Jice ^ ^o'^ks have been o/especial 

^ryice, as t^y have done away with the old. system of boxes, 
which ™s a frmtM source of filth and nuisance of an offensive 
and unhealthful natm-e, and has stopped the expensive and 
twicr°“^^ bnngmg night-soil men into the prison 

snfpi accumulation, a process reqLing 

for safety the presence, with those men, of one of the few and 

oronr?®*^ rendering the locality 

of operation almost unapproachable. That good use has been 

romh&nls P^sTbr f T 1 °^ '“proving its sanitary 

condition, IS established by the feet that during the past year 

no disease of a contagious nature has appearecl in the prLn 
although such were prevalent in the city; this I Lheye to be 

1 ? 1 - a wholesome dietary, the habits of 

Fecau&ntyiepl “®dical 

as buildmgs is as satisfactory 

uld be expected in a temporary prison, where the object 
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of outlay is to keep the place in a healthful and necessarily 
secure and decent condition. _ p^n. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 

F. M‘G. Eagae, 

Steward and Accountant. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Cork, Jairuary, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — Agreeably to your instructions, I beg leave to 
forward the Medical Report of Cork Prison for the year looo. 

28 

. 302 



Medical 
Oj^eer's Report. 



Number of patients in hospital, January 1st, 185G, 
Number admitted since, to December 31st, 1856, 



Total, 

Discharged, . . • • ‘ * 

Died, ...*•• 
Remaining in hospital, 31st December, 1856, 

Total, 

Number of Deaths during tlie Year. 



330 

291 

7 

32 

330 



1 


to V 

3 1 


Received at 


Admitted into 


•sba 


'3 ^ 
1 '-"s 


Cork. 


Hospital. 


305 


MR. 


Sept. 10, 1855, 


Apiil 7, 1856, 


256 


S.B. 


June 15, „ 


June 4, „ 


250 


M.B. 


June 15, „ 


Mar. 24, „ 


286 


E.H. 


Sept. 8, „ 


Sept. 8,1855. 


284 


A.B. 


Sept. 8, „ 


April 5, 185b, 


152 


E.B. 


Mar. 12, 1856, 


May 23, „ 


193 


M.M. 


April 10, 1855, 


Dec. 9, „ 



Died. 



June 6, 1856, 
June 13, „ 

July 3, „ 

July 10, „ 

July 13, „ 

July 18, „ 

Dec. 9, „ 



Phthisis. 

Pneumonia. 

Hepatitis, 

Phthisis. 

Phthisis. 

Phthisis. 

Morbis Cordis. 



Diseases of those admitted to Hospital during the Year. 



Acute and Chronic Bronchitis, 
Tonsilitis, . 

Aphonia, . 

Phthisis, . 

Pneumonia, 

Pleurisy, . 

Cordiac diseases, 

^istaxis, ^ 

Hsemoptysis; 

Febricula, 

Erysipelas, 

Gastralgia, 

Colic, 

Bilious Cholera, 

Diarrhoea, 



25 

8 

J 

3 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

30 

3 

27 

10 

1 

7 



Dysentery, 

Hepatic diseases. 
Hgematemesis, . 

Dyspepsia, 

Debility, . 

Dropsy, . • 

Rheumatism and Neuralgia, 
Hysteria and Epilepsy, 
Mania, 

Leucorrhcea, 

Dysuria, . 

Scrofula, . 

Abscess, . 

Ophthalmia, 

Hemorrhoids, 



10 



19 

11 

1 

30 

3 

2 

I 

1 

5 
U 
25 

6 
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Cork Prolapsus AuL 
G-ovERfjMEKT Prolapsus liter 
Priso n. Dislocation, 
Meiical Fracture, 
Oncer's JieporL Synovitis, 
IHcers, . 
Sprains, . 
Wounds, . 



There have been 2 
different cells and war 



3 : Burns, 



Lepra, 

Papular Eruptions, . 
Psora, 

Syphilitic Eruption, . 



3 

0 

11 

2 

1 

302 



,206 extern cases of illness treated in the 
rds of the pri.son ; some of these I should 
have taken into hospital, but the present accommodation being 
very limited, I preferred treating them as extern patients, and 
would, therefore, recommend that the north room of hospital 
range he appropriated, with as little delay as possible, to its 
original purpose of a ward. . 

The increased number of prisoners, especially within the last 
few months, renders this absolutely necessary. I would also 
suggest that some alteration should be made, .so as to afford, if 
possible, the convenience and advantage of j>ropor water-closets 
in the hospital, where they are especially required. 

This could he effected at a moderate expense. The present 
system is most defective, indeed injurious. 

As the position of medical officer to a prison is one wltich 
renders liim peculiarly liable to be imposed on by malingerers, 
I have found in all doubtful cases that confinement in one of 
the hospital cells, and suitable diet, for a short time, have very 
speedily decided their nature. 

Two prisoners were transferred to the Central Criminal 
Lmiatic Asylum, the symptoms of insanity having become verj' 
decided, after careful observation, for a lengthened period. 
One of these was not remarked on in the return from tho 
county prison at the time of her reception here ; but, on inquiry 
some time afterwards, when the disease became manifest, it was 
stated by the medical officer of the gaol that she did labour under 
insanity, and was at times so violent as to require restraint. 

The otlter case originated in this establishment. Six prisoners 
have been subject to fits of excitement, almost approaching to 
insanity, hut all have become more or loss amenable to dis- 
cipline. 

Seven prisoners have died, but the majority of them were 
very much broken down in health on their reception here, so 
that the entire mortality (although less than two per cent.) 
cannot be f^ly attributed to disea, ses contracted in this estali- 
iishment. Many prisoners have been so much enfeebled on 
arrival here from the different gaols, that I found it necessary 
0 admit them forthwith to hosj)ital, and after some time the 
greater number acquired comparative strength. 

In the early part of the year there was an outbreak of small- 
pox of a mahgnant type in tins city and vicinity; but, by the 
thorough vaccination of the children, and any doubtful cases 
amongst tlie prisoners, we were not visited by a single case of 
tins vinffent epidemic. I am happy to add, that the improve- 
ments effected during the year in the ventilation, sewerage, and 
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increased supply of water, have heen very conducive to the 
sanitary state of the prison. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Baery Delany, 

Medical Superintendent. 

The Directors of Government 
Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



Cork: 

GovernmenS' 

Prison, 

Medical 
Officer's Rc'port. 



PEOTESTANT CHAPLAIIT’S EEPORT. PrMmt 

Cnaplavn s< 

Cork, January, 1857. 

Gentlemeu, — During the past year a great benefit has been 
conferred on the Protestant inmates of the Cork Government 
Prison by the fitting up and apipropriating exclusively for divine 
worship and religious purposes a suitable apartment, in a con- 
venient part of the prison. 

Service was performed there for the first time on the 3rd 
August, 1856, and since then we have used it with great 
comfort and satisfaction. 

It could hardly have been expected that the prisoners would 
attach the^same solemnity to, or be so much impressed by, a 
service performed in an apartment made use of for other pur- 
poses besides. I have to thank you, therefore, for acceding so 
readily to my wishes on this subject. 

The general conduct and improvement of the prisoners under 
my charge dtu’ing the year ending 31st December, 1856, has I 
think been such as, with very few exceptions, could not fail to 
afford much satisfaction. 

Expectations of permanent amendment are, however, often 
damped by the thought that there is no suitable asylum for the 
reception of well-conducted Protestant prisoners when their 
term of punishment has expired. Some of the most hopeful 
amongst them seem sometimes almost to dread the period of 
their- release, and to look forw-ard to the time when they shall be 
tlu'own again upon the world, as one full of danger, and pre- 
senting the greatest obstacles to the carrying out of their best 
resolutions. 

I know that this question of what is to be done with coiwicts, 
when their term is completed, has already largely^ engaged the 
attention of those anxious to ameliorate the condition of thpe 
outcasts of society ; aud I do hope that the plan or plans wHch 
may he devised will greatly lessen, at least, if not remorse, what 
is acknowledged to be one of the greatest difficulties connected 
with the efforts for the reformation of criminals. 

I have the hono.ur to be. Gentlemen, your obedient sei-vant, 

Gilbeet M. M‘CoEn, 

Chaplain, Cork Female Prison, 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 

M 
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Cork 

Governmeni 

EOMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. ■ 

Roman CaiJiolic 

a^tain's Cork, January 26, 1857. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance Tvitli your instructions, con- 
veyed to me by the superintendent, I have the honour to 
submit my report of the female convicts committed to my care 
in the Cork depot, for the year ended 81st December, 1856. 

I am happy in being able to state that their conduct was, in 
general, good. I found them, ordinarily speaking, docile, and 
most anxious to profit by the instructions given them. The 
poor prisoners feel most grateful for any effort made for their 
spiritual advancement. 

I have every reason to think tliat the exertions of the chapr 
lain are, with God’s assistance, attended with some success. 
The convicts, when impressed with a lively sense of the teach- 
ings of x'evealed religion, shed tears of gratitude to God for 
their delivery from theii- past follies, and look upon their con- 
viction — considered before as a misfortune — as a means ordained 
by God for them conversion. 

I frequently heard them acknowledging the Divine providence 
which has conducted them to prison, where they are enabled to 
discover the enormity of past offences and have the opportmiity 
of expiating them. ’’’ 

Wien f5ly convinced of tliis truth they endeavour to make 
all the reparation they can to God. It is to this conviction I 
would generally attribute the docility of the prisoners, their 
respect for and obedience to superiors, and their compliance, 
wnth prison disclphne. The classification of jirisoners and the 
inti-oduotion of “conduct badges” have Been productive of good 
results, as they afford a fresh impetus to religious improvement, 
i he system of separation ^adopted in the female depot is calcu- 
lated to do good. It affords the prisoner’s an opportunity to 
reflect, and leads to a change of sentiment. 

I found the convicts, -while in probation, more anxious to 
approach Hie confessional than when removed to the associated 
c assGs. The school, I consider, -will become a powerful aux- 
1 laiy m the cause of reformation ; for the more enlightened 

^ e prisoneis become the better will they appreciate religious 
instruction. v rr & 

I take this opportunify of hearing testimony to the order and 
^cip me maintained in it, and also to the zeal and energy of 
tus teachers in imparting kno’wledge., 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John' Sheehan, R. 0. Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons 
Castle, Dublin. 
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SCHOOL MATRONS’ REPORT. 

Female Convict Prison, Cork, 
Jannaiy 8, 1857- 

Gentlemen, — Being called upon to give tlie annual report of 
the Cork Convict Prison Sokool, we beg leave to submit the 



Cork 

GOVER^'ME^T 

Prison. 

School Matrons' 
Report. 



following remarks to your consideration. 

On our taking charge of the above school we found estab- 
lished in it a system of order, by the judicious arrangement 
of the Superintendent, productive of the best results. The 
matrons of the respective classes in attendance remain with 
them during school hours, and are responsible for their order 
■while there ; consequently the teachers’ time can be wholly 
given to the improvement of the pi'isoners in the different sub- 
jects of education. Eegarding their progress in literature, we 
found that as far as reading and writing were conoernecl they 
had succeeded wonderfully, considering their age and chcum- 
stances, and they showed a great desire to advance in these two 
branches, but to go no further. Therefore we had some diffi- 
culty in introducing three other subjects, namely, spelling from 
text book, geography, and arithmetic. The former they despaired 
•of ever succeeding in, and the latter they considered mere non- 
sense. However, the system of National Education has so far 
aided us that our instructions in the above subjects are now 
looked forward to with pleasure -, and the undivided attention 
' of each prisoner during lessons proves they are anxious to. profit 
by the advantages kindly granted to them by Government. 

We must also state that the conduct of the prisoners has been 
remarkably good during the period that we Eye had chai-ge of 
them j for we have never met "with the least interruption h oin 
any of them in the discharge of our duties. This is more than 
is generally expected from a class of people whose habits of life 
have been dissolute and unresti-ained, and who are inclmed to 
look upon education as a something fiir above their sphere, froni 
the mistaken notion tha.t want of intelligence is characteristic of 
the perpetrator of crime. Our success in this respect "we owe in 
a great measure to the active part taken by our Superintendent 
and chaplains in every thing connected ■with the moral and 
religious traming of the prisoners. 

We have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servants. 



Mart O’Hanlon, 
Eliza M. Ceosbie, 



School 



Matrons. 



CLASSIEIOATION OE PEISONEUS. 

Eeadmg-Eirsf Book.' 140 Reading-TUrd Book, f \ - 

„ Second „ 101 Fourth „ 65 V Total, 412. 

„ Sequel „ 81 ’ 

There are at present ninety writing smaE hand, and forty- 
three commfecing with large liand._ The same number o 
women are learning geography and arithmetic. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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